
SECONDARY RECOMMENDED SUMMER READING LIST 

INCOMING GRADES 9 THROUGH 12 

 
NO ABRIDGED OR CONDENSED VERSIONS

 

Fiction  
Aeschylus  

 Prometheus Bound 4 

In Greek legend, Prometheus was the Titan who, against the will of Zeus, stole fire from the gods 

for the benefit of man. His terrible punishment by Zeus, and his continuing defiance of Zeus in 

the face of that punishment, remain universal symbols of man's vulnerability in any struggle with 

the gods. 

In the epic drama Prometheus Bound, Aeschylus (c. 525-456 BC), first of the three great Greek 

tragic poets, re-creates this legendary conflict between rebellious subject and vengeful god. 

Chained for eternity to a barren rock, his flesh repeatedly torn by a ravaging eagle, Prometheus 

defends his championship of mankind, rejoicing in the many gifts of language and learning he 

has given man despite Zeus's cruel opposition. 

Inspired by Prometheus's spirit, Aeschylus reaches beyond the myth to create one of literature’s 

most gripping portrayals of man's inhumanity to man. How Prometheus clings to his convictions 

and braves his harsh fate give Prometheus Bound its extraordinary vitality and appeal. For over 

2,000 years, this masterpiece of drama has held audiences enthralled. 

Adams, Richard  

 Watership Down 4 

Set in England's Downs, a once idyllic rural landscape, this stirring tale of adventure, courage, 

and survival follows a band of very special creatures on their flight from the intrusion of man 

and the certain destruction of their home. Led by a stouthearted pair of brothers, they journey 

forth from their native Sandleford Warren through the harrowing trials posed by predators and 

adversaries, to a mysterious promised land and a more perfect society. 

Achebe, Chinua  

 Things Fall Apart 4 

Things Fall Apart tells two intertwining stories, both centering on Okonkwo, a “strong man” of 

an Ibo village in Nigeria. The first, a powerful fable of the immemorial conflict between the 

individual and society, traces Okonkwo’s fall from grace with the tribal world. The second, as 

modern as the first is ancient, concerns the clash of cultures and the destruction of Okonkwo's 

world with the arrival of aggressive European missionaries. These perfectly harmonized twin 

dramas are informed by an awareness capable of encompassing at once the life of nature, human 

history, and the mysterious compulsions of the soul. 

 

 

 



Anonymous, trans. Dorothy L. Sayers  

 The Song of Roland 4 

On 15 August 778, Charlemagne’s army was returning from a successful expedition against 

Saracen Spain when its rearguard was ambushed in a remote Pyrenean pass. Out of this skirmish 

arose a stirring tale of war, which was recorded in the oldest extant epic poem in French. The 

Song of Roland, written by an unknown poet, tells of Charlemagne’s warrior nephew, Lord of 

the Breton Marches, who valiantly leads his men into battle against the Saracens, but dies in the 

massacre, defiant to the end. In majestic verses, the battle becomes a symbolic struggle between 

Christianity and paganism, while Roland’s last stand is the ultimate expression of honour and 

feudal values of twelfth-century France. 

Austen, Jane  

 Emma 4  

The most perfect of Jane Austen’s perfect novels begins with twenty-one-year-old Emma 

Woodhouse comfortably dominating the social order in the village of Highbury, convinced that 

she has both the understanding and the right to manage other people’s lives–for their own good, 

of course. Her well-meant interfering centers on the aloof Jane Fairfax, the dangerously 

attractive Frank Churchill, the foolish if appealing Harriet Smith, and the ambitious young vicar 

Mr. Elton–and ends with her complacency shattered, her mind awakened to some of life’s more 

intractable dilemmas, and her happiness assured. 

Jane Austen’s comic imagination was so deft and beautifully fluent that she could use it to probe 

the deepest human ironies while setting before us a dazzling gallery of characters–some 

pretentious or ridiculous, some admirable and moving, all utterly true. 

 Mansfield Park 4  

At the center of Jane Austen's Mansfield Park is Fanny Price, the classic “poor cousin” who has 

been brought to live with the rich Sir Thomas Bertram and his wife as an act of charity. Over 

time, Fanny comes to demonstrate forcibly those virtues Austen most admired: modesty, firm 

principles, and a loving heart. As Fanny watches her cousins Maria and Julia cast aside their 

scruples in dangerous flirtations (and worse), and as she herself resolutely resists the advantages 

of marriage to the fascinating but morally unsteady Henry Crawford, her seeming austerity 

grows in appeal and makes clear why she was Austen’s own favorite among her heroines. 

Mansfield Park encompasses not only Austen’s great comedic gifts and her genius as a historian 

of the human animal, but her personal credo as well—her faith in a social order that combats 

chaos through civil grace, decency, and wit. 

  

 

 

 



 Northanger Abbey 4  

Northanger Abbey is a perfectly aimed literary parody that is also a withering satire of the 

commercial aspects of marriage among the English gentry at the turn of the nineteenth century. 

But most of all, it is the story of the initiation into life of its naïve but sweetly appealing heroine, 

Catherine Morland, a willing victim of the contemporary craze for Gothic literature who is 

determined to see herself as the heroine of a dark and thrilling romance. When she is invited to 

Northanger Abbey, the grand though forbidding ancestral seat of her suitor, Henry Tilney, she 

finds herself embroiled in a real drama of misapprehension, mistreatment, and mortification, 

until common sense and humor–and a crucial clarification of Catherine’s financial status–resolve 

her problems and win her the approval of Henry’s formidable father. 

Written in 1798 but not published until after Austen’s death in 1817, Northanger Abbey is 

characteristically clearheaded and strong, and infinitely subtle in its comedy. 

 Sense and Sensibility 4  

Sense and Sensibilitywas Jane Austen’s first published novel. It tells the story of the Dashwood 

sisters, who fall on hard times after their father dies and their half brother inherits his house and 

fortune. At the insistence of his wife Fanny, John Dashwood, reneges on the deathbed promise 

he made to his father to take care of his family, and Mrs Dashwood must take her three 

daughters, Margaret, Elinor and Marianne, to live on the kindness of distant relatives.  

Once again Austen explores the themes that are to colour all of her romantic works – love, loss 

and the financial dependence of women. The three Dashwood sisters must find a suitable 

husband, if they are to be both accepted in society and not become a burden to their families. 

Elinor must accept the heartbreaking loss of MrFerrars to an unwise previous engagement. 

Marianne must come to terms with her passion for the dangerously attractive, but unsuitable 

Willoughby. They must all come to the point where their hearts and heads must put sense over 

sensibility. 

Beaumont, Francis and John Fletcher  

 The Knight of the Burning Pestle 4 

This play is a celebration of London life and theatre in which Francis Beaumont's comic genius 

is given free rein. A grocer, his wife and their two apprentices attending the theatre in holiday 

mood interrupt and finally replace a fatuous love comedy with their own heart's desire: exotic 

spectacle and sound English sentiment. 

Blackmore, Richard  

 Lorna Doone4 

Sally Shuttleworth's introduction finds, beneath the idyllic evocation of rural bliss and a tale of 

love and high adventure, a startling sub-text which rigidly defends Victorian values, and portrays 

a `manly' hero constantly having to prove his masculinity to himself. 

 

 

 

 



Bond, Douglas  

 The Betrayal: A Novel on John Calvin 2 

Set amidst the backdrop of the scholarship and humanism of renaissance France, and its love of 

luxury, power, and decadence, this fast-paced biographical novel on John Calvin is told from the 

perspective of a rival whose envy eventually culminates in violent intrigue and shameless betrayal.  

The Betrayal is the tale of the private war of one man who was determined to sell all for a convoluted 

allegiance to the King of France and the jealous Doctors of the Sorbonne, even if it cost him his own 

soul. Get set for royal intrigue, desperate escapes, violent martyrdom, hazard-all romance, high-risk 

debate, and sword-point confession in this tale, one that is a story of how God uses the humility and 

unflinching faithfulness of one man to break down the barrenness and bitterness of another -- all 

accomplished by grace alone. 

Bradbury, Ray  

 Something Wicked This Way Comes 2 

The carnival rolls in sometime after midnight, ushering in Halloween a week early. The shrill 

siren song of a calliope beckons to all with a seductive promise of dreams and youth regained. In 

this season of dying, Cooger& Dark's Pandemonium Shadow Show has come to Green Town, 

Illinois, to destroy every life touched by its strange and sinister mystery. And two boys will 

discover the secret of its smoke, mazes, and mirrors; two friends who will soon know all too well 

the heavy cost of wishes….and the stuff of nightmare. 

 Dandelion Wine 2 

The summer of '28 was a vintage season for a growing boy. A summer of green apple trees, 

mowed lawns, and new sneakers. Of half-burnt firecrackers, of gathering dandelions, of 

Grandma's belly-busting dinner. It was a summer of sorrows and marvels and gold-fuzzed bees. 

A magical, timeless summer in the life of a twelve-year-old boy named Douglas Spaulding—

remembered forever by the incomparable Ray Bradbury. 

 The Illustrated Man 2 

Ray Bradbury brings wonders alive. For this peerless American storyteller, the most bewitching 

force in the universe is human nature. In these eighteen startling tales unfolding across a canvas 

of tattooed skin, living cities take their vengeance, technology awakens the most primal natural 

instincts, and dreams are carried aloft in junkyard rockets. Provocative and powerful, The 

Illustrated Man is a kaleidoscopic blending of magic, imagination, and truth—as exhilarating as 

interplanetary travel, as maddening as a walk in a million-year rain, and as comforting as simple, 

familiar rituals on the last night of the world. 

  

 

 

 



 The Stories of Ray Bradbury 4  

From the introduction to the Everyman’s Library edition: 

One hundred of Ray Bradbury’s remarkable stories which have, together with his classic novels, 

earned him an immense international audience and his place among the most imaginative and 

enduring writers of our time. 

Here are the Martian stories, tales that vividly animate the red planet, with its brittle cities and 

double-mooned sky. Here are the stories that speak of a special nostalgia for Green Town, 

Illinois, the perfect setting for a seemingly cloudless childhood—except for the unknown terror 

lurking in the ravine. Here are the Irish stories and the Mexican stories, linked across their 

separate geographies by Bradbury’s astonishing inventiveness. Here, too, are thrilling, terrifying 

stories—including “The Veldt” and “The Fog Horn”—perfect for reading under the covers. 

Read for the first time, these stories become as unshakable as one’s own fantasies. Read again—

and again—they reveal new, dazzling facets of the extraordinary art of Ray Bradbury. 

Bronte, Anne  

 Agnes Grey 4  

In her daring first novel (1847), the youngest Brontë sister drew upon her own experiences to tell 

the truth about life as a governess. Like Agnes Grey, Anne Brontë was a young middle-class 

Victorian lady whose family fortunes had faltered. Like so many other unmarried women of the 

nineteenth century, Brontë accepted the only "respectable" employment available--and entered a 

world of hardship, humiliation, and loneliness. Written with a realism that shocked critics, this 

biting social commentary offers a sympathetic portrait of Agnes and a moving indictment of her 

brutish and haughty employers. Separated from her family and friends by many miles, paid little 

more than subsistence wages, Agnes stands alone--both in society at large and in a household 

where she is neither family member nor servant. This first-person narrative offers a rare 

opportunity to hear the voice of a Victorian working woman. 

 The Tenant of Wildfell Hall 4  

In The Tenant of Wildfell Hall (1848), a mysterious young widow arrives at Wildfell Hall, an 

Elizabethanmansion which has been empty for many years, with her young son and servant. She 

lives there in strict seclusion under the assumed name Helen Graham and very soon finds herself 

the victim of local slander. Refusing to believe anything scandalous about her, Gilbert Markham, 

a young farmer, discovers her dark secrets. In her diary, Helen writes about her husband's 

physical and moral decline through alcohol, and the world of debauchery and cruelty from which 

she has fled. The Tenant of Wildfell Hall challenges the social conventions of the early 

nineteenth century in a strong defense of women's rights in the face of psychological abuse from 

their husbands. Probably the most shocking of the Brontës' novels, this novel had an instant 

phenomenal success but after Anne's death, her sister Charlotte prevented its re-publication. 
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Bronte, Charlotte  

 Jane Eyre 4 

Orphaned into the household of her Aunt Reed at Gateshead, subject to the cruel regime at 

Lowood charity school, Jane Eyre nonetheless emerges unbroken in spirit and integrity. She 

takes up the post of governess at Thornfield, falls in love with Mr. Rochester, and discovers the 

impediment to their lawful marriage in a story that transcends melodrama to portray a woman's 

passionate search for a wider and richer life than Victorian society traditionally allowed.With a 

heroine full of yearning, the dangerous secrets she encounters, and the choices she finally makes, 

Charlotte Bronte's innovative and enduring romantic novel continues to engage and provoke 

readers. 

 The Professor 3 

Published posthumously, The Professor was actually Charlotte Bronte’s first novel. This first-

person narrative tells the story of William Crimsworth, an orphaned young man who, after 

experiencing hardship, leaves the certainties of England to forge a life in Brussels, where he 

becomes a professor at an all-girls school. The novel traces his maturation, his love interests, and 

his career as he overcomes hardship and finds happiness. The novel is based upon Charlotte 

Brontë's experiences in Brussels, where she studied as a language student and was a teacher in 

1842.  

 Shirley 4  

Shirley is a woman of independent means; her friend Caroline is not. Both struggle with what a 

woman's role is and can be. Their male counterparts - Louis, the powerless tutor, and Robert, his 

cloth-manufacturing brother - also stand at odds to society's expectations. The novel is set in a 

period of social and political ferment against the backdrop of Bronte’s native Yorkshire, 

featuring class disenfranchisement, the drama of Luddite machine-breaking, and the divisive 

effects of the Napoleonic Wars. But Charlotte Bronte’s particular strength lies in exploring the 

hidden psychological drama of love, loss and the quest for identity. As always, Bronte challenges 

convention, exploring the limitations of social justice whilst telling not one but two love stories. 

 Villette 4  

Fleeing an unhappy past in England, penniless Lucy Snowe starts life anew at a boarding school 

in cosmopolitan Villette, a stand-in for Brussels. The mystery, jealousy, and love that she finds 

there give Charlotte Brontë’s final novel much of the Gothic tone and psychological incisiveness 

that prompted George Eliot, Virginia Woolf, and others to call Villette her finest work. Based on 

Brontë’s own experiences in Brussels and her attachment to a brilliant teacher with a strong and 

eccentric personality, this superb romantic novel is an exceptional example of how a great writer 

transforms the ordinary events of her life into vivid and exciting art. 
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Bronte, Emily  

 Wuthering Heights 4 

Considered lurid and shocking by mid-19th-century standards, Wuthering Heights was initially 

thought to be such a publishing risk that its author, Emily Brontë, was asked to pay some of the 

publication costs. A somber tale of consuming passions and vengeance played out against the 

lonely moors of northern England, the book proved to be one of the most enduring classics of 

English literature. 

The turbulent and tempestuous love story of Cathy and Heathcliff spans two generations — from 

the time Heathcliff, a strange, coarse young boy, is brought to live on the Earnshaws' windswept 

estate, through Cathy's marriage to Edgar Linton and Heathcliff's plans for revenge, to Cathy's 

death years later and the eventual union of the surviving Earnshaw and Linton heirs. 

A masterpiece of imaginative fiction, Wuthering Heights (the author's only novel) remains as 

poignant and compelling today as it was when first published in 1847. 

Buchan, James  

 Midwinter 4 

Midwinter , written in 1923, is set during the Jacobite rising of 1745, when an army of Scottish 

highlanders advanced into England seeking to place Bonnie Prince Charlie (Charles Stuart), the 

grandson of ousted King James II, on the throne. The novel tells the story of Alastair Maclean, a 

Scotsman who has been living in France with the exiled Stuarts, who comes to England to join 

the Scottish army as it advances towards London. But on the way he discovers that agents 

supposedly helping the Jacobitesby encouraging various nobles to commit to the cause, are 

actually in English pay and acting as mercenaries, hoping to gain part of the estates that the 

nobles will forfeit to the Crown when their treason is revealed. The novel also features a young 

Samuel Johnson and the mysterious Midwinter, a fiddler and a sort of gypsy king who leads the 

Spoonbills, a 'secret army' of innkeepers and peasants of 'Old England' who are above politics, 

but assist Maclean in return for aid Maclean gave them early on in the novel. 
 Witch Wood 4  

Buchan's favorite of all his novels, Witch Wood (1927) deals with the hypocrisy that can lie 

beneath god-fearing respectability. It is set in the 17th century, at the time of the Wars of the 

Three Kingdoms. The protagonist, David Semphill, is a newly-ordained minister of the Church 

of Scotland, who has recently arrived in the parish of Woodilee, in the Scottish Borders.
[1]

 

Minister Sempillwitnesses devil worship in the 'Witch Wood' and is persecuted. Witch Wood has 

been described as "a masterful tale of godliness in conflict with wickedness." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jacobite_rising_of_1745
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Edward_Stuart
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_II
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jacobite_risings
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samuel_Johnson
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scotland_in_the_Wars_of_the_Three_Kingdoms
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scotland_in_the_Wars_of_the_Three_Kingdoms
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ordination#Protestantism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_Scotland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_Scotland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scottish_Borders
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Witch_Wood#cite_note-1


Cather, Willa  

Death Comes for the Archbishop 4 

There is something epic--and almost mythic--about this sparsely beautiful novel by Willa Cather, 

although the story it tells is that of a single human life, lived simply in the silence of the desert. 

In 1851 Father Jean Marie Latour comes as the Apostolic Vicar to New Mexico. What he finds is 

a vast territory of red hills and tortuous arroyos, American by law but Mexican and Indian in 

custom and belief. In the almost forty years that follow, Latour spreads his faith in the only way 

he knows--gently, although he must contend with an unforgiving landscape, derelict and 

sometimes openly rebellious priests, and his own loneliness. One of these events Cather gives us 

an indelible vision of life unfolding in a place where time itself seems suspended. 

 My Antonia 4 

Published in 1918 and considered one of Cather’s best works, My Antonia is the final book of her 

"prairie trilogy" of novels, preceded by O Pioneers!andThe Song of the Lark.First-person 

narrator Jim Burdengives an acquaintance a memoir of his Nebraska childhood in the form of a 

recollection of their mutual friend, ÁntoniaShimerda. An orphan, Jim first arrives in Nebraska at 

the age of ten, when he makes the trip west to live with his grandparents. On the train out west, 

Jim gets his first glimpse of the Shimerdas, a Bohemian immigrant family traveling in the same 

direction. Jim makes fast friends with the Shimerda children, especially Ántonia, who is nearest 

to him in age and eager to learn English. Later, tragedy and hardship drive them apart, until years 

later, when Jim renews his friendship with Antonia, her husband, and family. 

 O Pioneers (Book 1 in the Great Plains Trilogy) 4 

O Pioneers! tells the story of the Bergsons, a family of Swedish immigrants in the farm country 

near the fictional town of Hanover, Nebraska, at the turn of the 20th century. The main character, 

Alexandra Bergson, inherits the family farmland when her father dies, and she devotes her life to 

making the farm a viable enterprise at a time when other immigrant families are giving up and 

leaving the prairie. 

 Shadows on the Rock 4 

Published in 1931, Cather's novel is set in the remote world of "New France", in French Quebec 

of 1697. The story tells of the early French settlers and of the reasons which impelled them to 

leave France in search of a new life in a difficult, harsh land. The main characters in the novel 

are Cecile Aubade, a girl of twelve, and her father Euclide, an apothecary who came to Quebec 

together with its governor, Frontenac. Cather gives the reader a picture of the life of old Quebec 

through the interactions of its people with Cecile and Euclide. With the exception of a short 

epilogue (set in 1713), the novel covers one year of Cecile's life in Quebec. This timeframe 

affords Cather the opportunity of describing Quebec and its environs in beautiful detail and to 

watch the maturation of Cecile and her increased devotion to Quebec. The story celebrates place, 

rootedness, religion, domesticity, and the value of living life in the everyday. Events in Quebec 

are contrasted with life in France with its wars and corruption.  

 



 

 The Song of the Lark(Book 2 in the Great Plains Trilogy) 4 

In this powerful portrait of the self-making of an artist, Willa Cather created one of her most 

extraordinary heroines. Thea Kronborg, a minister's daughter in a provincial Colorado town, 

seems destined from childhood for a place in the wider world. But as her path to the world stage 

leads her ever farther from the humble town she can't forget and from the man she can't afford to 

love, Thea learns that her exceptional musical talent and fierce ambition are not enough.  

Cervantes, Miguel  

 Don Quixote 10  

Don Quixote has read so many tales of chivalry that he decides to turn knight errant himself and 

sets out to revive chivalry, undo wrongs, and bring justice to the world in the company of his 

faithful squire, Sancho Panza, who is really a simple farmer. Their exploits blossom in all sorts 

of wonderful ways. While Quixote's fancy often leads him astray—he tilts at windmills, 

imagining them to be giants—Sancho acquires cunning and a certain sagacity. Sane madman and 

wise fool, they roam the world together-and together they have haunted readers' imaginations for 

nearly four hundred years. 

With its experimental form and literary playfulness, Don Quixote has been generally recognized 

as the first modern novel (published in two volumes in 1605 and 1615) and one of the most 

influential works of literature ever published. 

Chaucer, Geoffrey  

 Troilus and Criseyde 6 

Chaucer's longest complete poem (completed during the mid-1380s) is the supreme evocation of 

doomed courtly love in medieval English literature. Set during the tenth year of the siege of 

Troy, the poem relates how Troilus - with the help of Criseyde's wily uncle Pandarus - persuades 

her to become his lover, only to be betrayed when she is handed over to the Greek camp and 

yields to Diomede. Many Chaucer scholars regard it as the poet's finest work. 

Chesterton, G.K.  

 Any collection of Father Brown Mysteries (any 8 short stories = 2 points) 

Father Brown, one of the most quirkily genial and lovable characters to emerge from English 

detective fiction, first made his appearance in 1911. In the genre of the finely crafted English 

detective story, Chesterton's "Father Brown" stories are wholesome and stimulating detective tales. 

With the finely crafted prose, depth of theological insight, and brilliant combination of perception 

and paradox, Chesterton has created a noble and enduring character, a worthy successor to Sherlock 

Holmes and in some respects his equal and superior. In contrast to the arrogant Holmes, however, 

Chesterton's protagonist is rather quiet, unassuming, and modest, and makes an unlikely hero - a 

catholic priest. Father Brown’s perceptive insight, knowledge of the human condition, and ruthless 

logic help him unravel mysteries by making apparent contradictions comprehensible. In fact, 

Chesterton's conception of Father Brown is itself a paradox - both a cleric and a crime-fighter, a 

priest and a policeman, a representative of God's mercy and an instrument of God's justice, a 

proclaimer of forgiveness and a seeker of guilt, a listener in the confessional and a questioner in the 

interrogation. Father Brown has learned about human depravity from his experience in the 

confessional, but he also holds firmly onto the ideal of grace.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chivalry


 The Ballad of the White Horse 2 

More than a thousand years ago, the ruler of a beleaguered kingdom saw a vision of the Virgin 

Mary that moved him to rally his chiefs and make a last stand. Alfred the Great freed his realm 

from Danish invaders in the year 878 with an against-all-odds triumph at the Battle of 

Ethandune. In this ballad, G. K. Chesterton equates Alfred's struggles with Christianity's fight 

against nihilism and heathenism—a battle that continues to this day. 

 The Man Who Knew Too Much 2 

This classic British mystery traces the activities of Horne Fisher, the man who knew too much, 

and his trusted friend Harold March. Although Horne's keen mind and powerful deductive gifts 

make him a natural sleuth, his inquiries have a way of developing moral complications. Notable 

for their wit and sense of wonder, these tales offer an evocative portrait of upper-crust society in 

pre–World War I England. 

 The Man Who Was Thursday 4  

In an article published the day before his death, G.K. Chesterton called The Man Who Was 

Thursday "a very melodramatic sort of moonshine." Set in a phantasmagoric London where 

policemen are poets and anarchists camouflage themselves as, well, anarchists, his 1907 novel 

offers up one highly colored enigma after another. If that weren't enough, the author also throws 

in an elephant chase and a hot-air-balloon pursuit in which the pursuers suffer from "the 

persistent refusal of the balloon to follow the roads, and the still more persistent refusal of the 

cabmen to follow the balloon.” 
As The Man Who Was Thursday proceeds, it becomes a hilarious numbers game with a more serious 

undertone--what happens if most members of the council actually turn out to be on the side of right? 

Chesterton's tour de force is a thriller that is best read slowly, so as to savor his highly anarchic take 

on anarchy. 

 The Napoleon of NottingHill 2 

The Napoleon of Notting Hill is a novel written by G. K. Chesterton in 1904, set in a nearly-

unchanged London in 1984. Though the novel deals with the future, it concentrates not on 

technology nor on totalitarian government but on a government where no one cares what 

happens, comparable to Fahrenheit 451 in that respect. 
 

Christie, Agatha 

The A.B.C Murders (a Hercule Poirot Mystery) 2 

In this quintessential English village mystery, meticulous Belgian detective Hercule Poirot 

matches wits with a clever serial killer, racing against time to save the next victim. An 

anonymous murderer  challenges Poirot personally by writing a series of cryptic letters to him, 

announcing the locale of an upcoming murder. The towns follow an alphabetical pattern. Can 

Poirot solve the riddle of the puzzling letters in time to anticipate and prevent the next murder? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



And Then There Were None (also published as Ten Little Indians) 2 

In Agatha Christie’s most popular mystery ever (and one of the world’s bestselling mysteries), 

ten strangers, each with a dark secret, are lured to a mansion on an uninhabited island and killed 

off one by one. 

And Then There Were None is an example of the classic murder mystery story known as "the 

locked room mystery" -- Someone is found murdered in a room locked from the inside. No one 

could have left the room! How did it happen? --  In this story the locked room is an island where 

no one can enter or leave. The ten people on this island are murdered one by one. An old nursery 

rhyme of "ten little Indians" provides a blueprint for the mysterious deaths.  

Ten people are invited or hired to visit Indian Island off the coast of Devon. After a good meal 

there is a recorded voice that accuses them of murder. The visitors begin dying off in the manner 

of that nursery rhyme. After searching the island they realize the murderer must be one of the 

guests! Knowing this does not prevent more deaths.  

The Clocks (a Hercule Poirot Mystery) 2 

In this delightful mystery full of red herrings and improbable connections, we learn that Hercule 

Poirot has taken up the study of classic mysteries and his knowledge of these leads him to solve 

the mystery in this particular case, although Poirot himself does not occupy center stage as he 

does in the other Poirot mysteries.   

Colin Lamb, a young marine biologist and Intelligence agent, is paying a visit to Wilbraham 

Crescent when a young girl who works for a typing pool comes running out of one of the homes, 

saying that she has found a dead man inside. Indeed, a corpse is there surrounded by a room 

filled with clocks set to 4:13, although it is only 3:13. Colin takes the problem to his father's old 

friend, Hercule Poirot, who at once pronounces it a "simple" case. Two more murders, an 

unidentifiable body, a mysterious secretarial school, and the search for a clever spy are the clues 

that Poirot's little grey cells must sift through before he reveals the answer to this "simple" case. 

Death on the Nile (a Hercule Poirot Mystery) 2 

Hercule Poirot is on a journey to Egypt in one of Agatha Christie’s most famous mysteries, 

Death on the Nile.  

Linnet Ridgeway has led a charmed life. Blessed with beauty, enormous wealth, and a devoted 

husband, she has everything anyone could wish for. But as the happy couple set out on an idyllic 

honeymoon cruise on the Nile, storm clouds are gathering....  

Linnet's former friend, Jacqueline de Bellefort, follows her and Simon wherever they go, and 

Linnet senses she is in danger. At first, her fears seem groundless. But an attempt is made first on 

her life and then on her husband's. Eventually, the killer is successful.With an obvious suspect 

who cannot possibly have committed the crime, it is up to Hercule Poirot to probe the depths of a 

remarkable criminal mind and discover the dark secret behind what is only the first in a series of 

inexplicable deaths. 

The Labors of Hercules (a Hercule Poirot Mystery) 2 

Famed Belgian detective Hercule Poirot decided it was fitting to retire at the peak of his 

illustrious career. But the Hercules of crime cannot resist astonishing the world with a final 

challenge. And from the trivial matter of Lady Milly’s lost Pekinese, to the black mailer of the 

most powerful man in England, to a Russian countess who almost blinds the great detective’s 

reason with love. . . Poirot follows the lure of the seemingly unsolvable crime. 

 

 

 



Murder on the Orient Express (a Hercule Poirot Mystery) 2 

Murder on the Orient Express is the most famous Hercule Poirot mystery in which the brilliant 

but somewhat eccentric Belgian detective is traveling on the unusually crowded Orient Express, 

the world’s most luxurious passenger train, when a notorious gangster is found murdered. Poirot 

takes the case, knowing the killer is clever, ruthless—and still on board.  

Agatha Christie, the acknowledged mistress of suspense and the Queen of Mystery was the 

creator of the indomitable sleuth Miss Marple, the meticulous Belgian detective Hercule Poirot, 

and many other unforgettable characters. 

 

Collins, Wilkie 

 The Moonstone 5 

Stolen from the forehead of a Hindu idol, the dazzling gem known as "The Moonstone" 

resurfaces at a birthday party in an English country home — with an enigmatic trio of watchful 

Brahmins hot on its trail. Laced with superstitions, suspicion, humor, and romance, this 1868 

mystery draws readers into a compelling tale with twists and turns ranging from sleepwalking to 

experimentation with opium. The suspense and drama is heightened as the narrative passes from 

one colorful character to the next. Wilkie Collins' masterpiece is particularly distinguished by the 

appearance of Sergeant Cuff, a prototype of the English detective hero and the harbinger of a 

popular tradition of sleuthing. 

 The Woman in White 5 

Wilkie Collins's The Woman in White, the first Victorian 'sensation novel' and one of the earliest 

mystery novels in English, weaves multiple narratives into a thrilling and suspenseful tale of 

mistaken identity and dark desires. The Woman in White famously opens with Walter Hartright's 

eerie encounter on a moonlit London road. Engaged as a drawing master to the beautiful Laura 

Fairlie, Walter is drawn into the sinister intrigues of Sir Percival Glyde and his 'charming' friend 

Count Fosco, the 'Napoleon of crime', who has a taste for white mice, vanilla bonbons and 

poison. Pursuing questions of identity and insanity along the paths and corridors of English 

country houses and the madhouse, The Woman in White is the first and most influential of the 

Victorian genre that combined Gothic horror with psychological realism. 

 

Conrad, Joseph  

Heart of Darkness 4  

The tale concerns the journey of the narrator (Marlow) up the Congo River on behalf of a 

Belgian trading company. Far upriver, he encounters the mysterious Kurtz, an ivory trader who 

exercises an almost godlike sway over the inhabitants of the region. Both repelled and fascinated 

by the man, Marlow is brought face to face with the corruption and despair that Conrad saw at 

the heart of human existence. In its combination of narrative and symbolic power, masterly 

character study and acute psychological penetration, Heart of Darkness ranks as a landmark of 

modern fiction. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Crane, Stephen  

The Red Badge of Courage 3 

First published in 1895, this small masterpiece set the pattern for the treatment of war in modern 

fiction. The novel is told through the eyes of Henry Fleming, a young soldier caught up in an 

unnamed Civil War battle who is motivated not by the unselfish heroism of conventional war 

stories, but by fear, cowardice, and finally, egotism. However, in his struggle to find reality amid 

the nightmarish chaos of war, the young soldier also discovers courage, humility, and perhaps, 

wisdom.  

 

Crossley-Holland, Kevin  

 The Seeing Stone 2 

Thanks to the mysterious field guide left behind by their long-lost great-great-uncle Arthur 

Spiderwick, life for the Grace kids—Jared, Simon, and Mallory—is beyond weird. When Simon 

goes missing, Jared is convinced creatures from the faerie world have something to do with it. 

Mallory is not convinced. That is, until she and Jared have to contend with a band of menacing, 

marauding goblins. Simon is clearly in danger, and it’s up to Mallory and Simon to save him, 

before it’s too late… 

 At the Crossing-Places 2 

Arthur de Caldicot has achieved his dream: He now serves as squire to Lord Stephen of Holt 

Castle. But this new world opens up fresh visions as well as old concerns. Arthur longs to escape 

the shadow of his unfeeling father and meet his birth mother, to marry the beautiful Winnie, but 

maintain his ties with his friend Gatty, and to become a Crusader, with all the questions of might 

and right involved.  

Just as he so brilliantly did in THE SEEING STONE, Kevin Crossley-Holland weaves Arthurian 

legend with everyday medieval life in the unforgettable story of one hero's coming of age. 

 King of the Middle March 2 

Arthur de Caldicot waits eagerly in Venice for the start of the Fourth Crusade. But it's now, when 

Arthur's future should be clearest, that he feels the most doubt. Jealousies and greed threaten the 

Crusade, leading him to question its true mission. Back in England, his engagement to Winnie 

remains uncertain, as his search for his birth mother is stymied by his vicious father. And his 

seeing stone shows him the last days of King Arthur's court -- a great dream destroyed, but also a 

glorious legend rising from the ruins. Likewise in this book, Arthur becomes a man worthy of his 

kingly name. 

Defoe, Daniel  

Robinson Crusoe 6  

Who has not dreamed of life on an exotic isle, far away from civilization? Here is the novel 

which has inspired countless imitations by lesser writers, none of which equal the power and 

originality of Defoe's famous book. Robinson Crusoe, set ashore on an island after a terrible 

storm at sea, is forced to make do with only a knife, some tobacco, and a pipe. He learns how to 

build a canoe, make bread, and endure endless solitude. That is, until, twenty-four years later, 

when he confronts another human being. 



Dekker, Thomas  

The Shoemaker’s Holiday, a Pleasant Comedy of the Gentle Craft 4 

'I know the trade: I learned it when I was in Wittenberg.’ Thus speaks Lacy, the gentleman who 

disguises himself as a simple shoemaker in order to win his true love, the grocer's daughter 

Rose. The Shoemaker's Holiday is one of the most engaging citizen comedies of the 17th 

century. Written and first performed at much the same time as Hamlet, it has an unexpected 

affinity with Shakespeare's tragedy: both feature a leading character who has spent time in 

Wittenberg, where he has learned something that has changed him. But whereas Hamlet's 

Wittenberg philosophy steers him into the realm of the individuated self, Lacy's Wittenberg trade 

directs him and his fellows into the world of the collectively crafted commodity. In the process, 

the play offers fascinating insight into the evolution of fashion and the growth of consumer 

culture in newly capitalist London. 

Dickens, Charles  

 The Old Curiosity Shop 8 

The sensational bestselling story of Little Nell, the beautiful child thrown into a shadowy, 

terrifying world, seems to belong less to the history of the Victorian novel than to folklore, fairy 

tale, or myth. The sorrows of Nell and her grandfather are offset by Dickens's creation of a 

dazzling contemporary world inhabited by some of his most brilliantly drawn characters-the 

eloquent ne'er-do-well Dick Swiveller; the hungry maid known as the "Marchioness"; the 

mannish lawyer Sally Brass; Quilp's brow-beaten mother-in-law; and Quilp himself, the lustful, 

vengeful dwarf, whose demonic energy makes a vivid counterpoint to Nell's purity. 

 David Copperfield 10 

An epic story full of humor and memorable characters, David Copperfield traces the eponymous 

hero from misery in the Salem House Academy and drudgery in his stepfather's business, to his 

escape to Dover and an eccentric aunt where he transforms his life. Dickens's own favorite novel, 

and one of his most autobiographical, David Copperfield continues to charm generations of 

readers. 

 Bleak House 10 

Bleak House is Charles Dickens's masterful assault on the injustices of the British legal system. 

This Penguin Classics edition is edited with an introduction and notes by Nicola Bradbury, as 

well as a preface by Terry Eagleton. As the interminable case of 'Jarndyce and Jarndyce' grinds 

its way through the Court of Chancery, it draws together a disparate group of people: Ada and 

Richard Clare, whose inheritance is gradually being devoured by legal costs; Esther Summerson, 

a ward of court, whose parentage is a source of deepening mystery; the menacing lawyer 

Tulkinghorn; the determined sleuth Inspector Bucket; and even Jo, the destitute little crossing-

sweeper. 

 

 

 

 

 



 Little Dorrit 10  

A novel of serendipity, of fortunes won and lost, and of the spectre of imprisonment that hangs over all 

aspects of Victorian society, Charles Dickens's Little Dorrit is edited with an introduction by Stephen 

Wall in Penguin Classics. When Arthur Clennam returns to England after many years abroad, he takes a 

kindly interest in Amy Dorrit, his mother's seamstress, and in the affairs of Amy's father, William Dorrit, 

a man of shabby grandeur, long imprisoned for debt in Marshalsea prison. As Arthur soon discovers, the 

dark shadow of the prison stretches far beyond its walls to affect the lives of many, from the kindly 

MrPanks, the reluctant rent-collector of Bleeding Heart Yard, and the tipsily garrulous Flora Finching, to 

Merdle, an unscrupulous financier, and the bureaucratic Barnacles in the Circumlocution Office. A 

masterly evocation of the state and psychology of imprisonment, Little Dorrit is one of the supreme works 

of Dickens's maturity. 

 The Life and Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby10  

Our hero confronts a large and varied cast, including WackfordSqueers, the fantastic ogre of a 

schoolmaster, and Vincent Crummles, the grandiloquent ham actor, on his comic and satirical 

adventures up and down the country. Punishing wickedness, befriending the helpless, strutting 

the stage, and falling in love, Nicholas shares some of his creator's energy and earnestness as he 

faces the pressing issues of early Victorian society. 

 Oliver Twist 8 

Starved and mistreated, empty bowl in hand, the young hero musters the courage to approach his 

master, saying, "Please, sir, I want some more." Oliver Twist's famous cry of the heart has 

resounded with readers since the novel's initial appearance in 1837, and the book remains a 

popular favorite with fans of all ages. 

Oliver escapes his miserable servitude by running away to London, where he unwillingly but 

inevitably joins a scabrous gang of thieves. Masterminded by the loathsome Fagin, the 

underworld crew features some of Dickens' most memorable characters, including the juvenile 

pickpocket known as the Artful Dodger, the vicious Bill Sikes, and gentle Nancy, an angel of 

self-sacrifice. 

Dostoevsky, Fyodor  

 The Brothers Karamazov 10  

When brutal landowner Fyodor Karamazov is murdered, the lives of his sons are changed 

irrevocably: Mitya, the sensualist, whose bitter rivalry with his father immediately places him 

under suspicion for parricide; Ivan, the intellectual, whose mental tortures drive him to 

breakdown; the spiritual Alyosha, who tries to heal the family's rifts; and the shadowy figure of 

their bastard half-brother Smerdyakov. As the ensuing investigation and trial reveal the true 

identity of the murderer, Dostoyevsky's dark masterpiece evokes a world where the lines 

between innocence and corruption, good and evil, blur and everyone's faith in humanity is tested. 

  

 

 



 The Idiot 8 

The twenty-six-year-old Prince Myshkin, following a stay of several years in a Swiss 

sanatorium, returns to Russia to collect an inheritance and “be among people.” Even before he 

reaches home he meets the dark Rogozhin, a rich merchant’s son whose obsession with the 

beautiful NastasyaFilippovna eventually draws all three of them into a tragic denouement. In 

Petersburg the prince finds himself a stranger in a society obsessed with money, power, and 

manipulation. Scandal escalates to murder as Dostoevsky traces the surprising effect of this 

“positively beautiful man” on the people around him, leading to a final scene that is one of the 

most powerful in all of world literature. 

 The Gambler 4 

The Gambler is a stunning psychological portrait of a young man's exhilarating and destructive 

addiction to gambling, a compulsion that Dostoevsky–who once gambled away his young wife's 

wedding ring–knew intimately from his own experience. In chronicling the disastrous love 

affairs and gambling adventures of Alexei Ivanovich, Dostoevsky explores the irresistible 

temptation to look into the abyss of ultimate risk that he believed was an essential part of the 

Russian national character. 

Douglas, Lloyd C.  

 The Robe 4 

A Roman soldier, Marcellus, wins Christ's robe as a gambling prize. He then sets forth on a quest 

to find the truth about the Nazarene's robe-a quest that reaches to the very roots and heart of 

Christianity and is set against the vividly limned background of ancient Rome. Here is a timeless 

story of adventure, faith, and romance, a tale of spiritual longing and ultimate redemption. 

Doyle, Sir Arthur Conan  

 The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes 4 

Sherlock Holmes is the greatest detective in fiction, a crime-solver gifted with powers of 

observation that allow him to see clues that ordinary detectives easily overlook. For more than a 

century, his adventures have thrilled generations of readers with crimes that are seemingly 

insoluble until the great detective steps in and applies his skills of deductive reasoning. 

 Hound of the Baskervilles 4 

Charles Baskerville, baronet, is found dead on the grounds of his country house, Baskerville 

Hall. The cause is ascribed to a heart attack. Fearing for the safety of Sir Charles's nephew and 

the only known heir, Sir Henry Baskerville, Dr. James Mortimer travels to London and asks 

Sherlock Holmes for help in figuring out the case.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dumas, Alexander  

 The Count of Monte Cristo 12 

The ultimate story of escape to riches, revenge and redemption by 'the Napoleon of storytellers'. 

Falsley accused of treason, Edmond Dantes is arrested on his wedding night and imprisoned in 

the grim island fortress of Chateau d'If. After staging a dramatic escape he sets out to discover 

the fabuouls treasure on the island of Monte Cristo and uses it to exact revenge on those 

responsible for his incarcaration. The sensational narrative of intrigue, betrayal, escape and 

triumphant revenge moves at a cracking pace. Dumas' novels present a powerful conflict 

between good and evil embodied in an epic saga of rich diversity that is complicated by the 

hero's ultimate discomfort with the hubristic implications of his own actions.  

 The Three Musketeers 8 

Just arrived in Paris and looking for adventure, D'Artagnan finds more than he bargains for. 

Within hours he has offended three of the King's musketeers - and has to duel with all of them! 

Within days he's in love...and embroiled with spies, politicians, English noblemen, and being 

seduced by the most beautiful - and deadly - woman in France: Milady de Winter! Filled with 

intrigue, mystery, passion, comedy and deadly peril, "The Three Musketeers" is the original 

swashbuckling adventure! 

Du Maurier, Daphne  

 Rebecca 5 

Working as a lady's companion, the heroine of Rebecca learns her place. Life begins to look very 

bleak until, on a trip to the South of France, she meets Maxim de Winter, a handsome widower 

whose sudden proposal of marriage takes her by surprise. She accepts, but whisked from 

glamorous Monte Carlo to the ominous and brooding Manderley, the new Mrs de Winter finds 

Max a changed man. And the memory of his dead wife Rebecca is forever kept alive by the 

forbidding Mrs Danvers ...Not since Jane Eyre has a heroine faced such difficulty with the Other 

Woman. An international bestseller that has never gone out of print, Rebecca is the haunting 

story of a young girl consumed by love and the struggle to find her identity. 

Eliot, George  

 Silas Marner 4  

A heartwarming and poignant tale of a lonely man brought back to life and faith Silas Marner 

lives a friendless and isolated existence near the country village of Raveloe, hoarding his gold. 

One night his fortune is stolen and Silas loses everything he holds dear. But then the golden-

haired child Eppie appears in his home, and Silas begins to reform bonds of faith and human 

connectedness that he once renounced forever. 

  

 

 

 



 Middlemarch 10  

George Eliot fashions in Middlemarch) the quintessential Victorian novel, a concept of life and 

society free from the dogma of the past yet able to confront the skepticism that was taking over 

the age. In a panoramic sweep of English life during the years leading up to the First Reform Bill 

of 1832, Eliot explores nearly every subject of concern to modern life: art, religion, science, 

politics, self, society, human relationships. Among her characters are some of the most 

remarkable portraits in English literature: Dorothea Brooke, the heroine, idealistic but naive; 

Rosamond Vincy, beautiful and egoistic: Edward Casaubon, the dry-as-dust scholar: Tertius 

Lydgate, the brilliant but morally-flawed physician: the passionate artist Will Ladislaw: and Fred 

Vincey and Mary Garth, childhood sweethearts whose charming courtship is one of the many 

humorous elements in the novel's rich comic vein. 

Ellison, Ralph 

Invisible Man 6 

First published in 1952 and immediately hailed as a masterpiece, Invisible Man is one of those 

rare novels that have changed the shape of American literature. For not only does Ralph Ellison's 

nightmare journey across the racial divide tell unparalleled truths about the nature of bigotry and 

its effects on the minds of both victims and perpetrators, it gives us an entirely new model of 

what a novel can be.As he journeys from the Deep South to the streets and basements of Harlem, 

from a horrifying "battle royal" where black men are reduced to fighting animals, to a 

Communist rally where they are elevated to the status of trophies, Ralph Ellison's nameless 

protagonist ushers readers into a parallel universe that throws our own into harsh and even 

hilarious relief. Suspenseful and sardonic, narrated in a voice that takes in the symphonic range 

of the American language, black and white, Invisible Man is one of the most audacious and 

dazzling novels of our century. 

Euripides  

 The Trojan Women 2 

Euripides's play follows the fates of the women of Troy after their city has been sacked, their 

husbands killed, and as their remaining families are about to be taken away as slaves. However, 

it begins first with the gods Athena and Poseidon discussing ways to punish the Greek armies 

because they condoned that Ajax the Lesser attacked Cassandra, the eldest daughter of King 

Priam and Queen Hecuba, after dragging her from a statue of Athena. What follows shows how 

much the Trojan women have suffered as their grief is compounded when the Greeks dole out 

additional deaths and divide their shares of women. 
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Fitzgerald, F. Scott 

This Side of Paradise 4 

Fitzgerald's first novel, This Side of Paradise (1920) was an immediate, spectacular success and 

established his literary reputation. Perhaps the definitive novel of that "Lost Generation," it tells 

the story of Amory Blaine, a handsome, wealthy Princeton student who halfheartedly involves 

himself in literary cults and a series of empty flirtations with young women. When he finally 

does fall truly in love, however, the young woman rejects him for another.After serving in 

France during the war, Blaine returns to embark on a career in advertising. Still young, but 

already cynical and world-weary, he exemplifies the young men and women of the '20s, 

described by Fitzgerald as "a generation grown up to find all gods dead, all wars fought, all faiths 

in man shaken." 

 Tender is the Night 4 

In the wake of World War I, a community of expatriate American writers established itself in the 

salons and cafes of 1920s Paris. They congregated at Gertrude Stein's select soirees, drank too 

much, married none too wisely, and wrote volumes--about the war, about the Jazz Age, and often 

about each other. F. Scott Fitzgerald and his wife, Zelda, were part of this gang of literary Young 

Turks, and it was while living in France that Fitzgerald began writing Tender Is the Night. Begun 

in 1925, the novel was not actually published until 1934. By then, Fitzgerald was back in the 

States and his marriage was on the rocks, destroyed by Zelda's mental illness and alcoholism. 

Despite the modernist mandate to keep authors and their creations strictly segregated, it's 

difficult not to look for parallels between Fitzgerald's private life and the lives of his characters, 

psychiatrist Dick Diver and his former patient turned wife, Nicole. Certainly the hospital in 

Switzerland where Zelda was committed in 1929 provided the inspiration for the clinic where 

Diver meets, treats, and then marries the wealthy Nicole Warren. And Fitzgerald drew both the 

European locale and many of the characters from places and people he knew from abroad. 

Flaubert, Gustave  

Madame Bovary 4  

Emma Bovary is beautiful and bored, trapped in her marriage to a mediocre doctor and stifled by 

the banality of provincial life. An ardent reader of sentimental novels, she longs for passion and 

seeks escape in fantasies of high romance, in voracious spending and, eventually, in adultery. 

But even her affairs bring her disappointment and devastating consequences. 

Forester, C.S.  

 The African Queen 2 

The African Queen is an old, dirty, ugly, unreliable steamboat. No one would expect a 

missionary's sister and a rough, uneducated mechanic to take a boat like that down a dangerous 

river through the forests of Central Africa. But Rose Sayer and Charlie Allnutt do just that. Why 

do they do it? The First World War has just begun, and Rose has a wild and crazy plan. She and 

Charlie set off down the river and come close to death many times, but they survive all dangers - 

except the danger of falling in love. 

 



 The Good Shepherd 2 

This novel details a trans-Atlantic convoy cruise during World War II. Described with the 

accuracy of nonfiction are the complex manoeuvres with which the convoy commander 

shepherds his close-packed flock of 37 escorts and tankers as they evade or destroy the U-boats 

of Hitler's wolf packs. 

 Horatio Hornblowerseries 2 

1793, the eve of the Napoleonic Wars, and Midshipman Horatio Hornblower receives his first 

command ...As a seventeen-year-old with a touch of sea sickness, young Horatio Hornblower 

hardly cuts a dash in His Majesty's navy. Yet from the moment he is ordered to board a French 

merchant ship in the Bay of Biscay and take command of crew and cargo, he proves his seafaring 

mettle on the waves. With a character-forming duel, several chases and some strange tavern 

encounters, the young Hornblower is soon forged into a formidable man of the sea. This is the 

first of eleven books chronicling the nautical adventures of C. S. Forester's inimitable hero, 

Horatio Hornblower 

 Sink the Bismarck! 2 

In 1941, Hitler's deadly Bismarck, the fastest battleship afloat, broke out into the Atlantic. Its 

mission: to cut the lifeline of British shipping and win the war with one mighty blow. How the 

Royal Navy tried to meet this threat and its desperate attempt to bring the giant Bismarck to bay 

is the story C. S. Forester tells with mounting excitement and suspense. 

 The Ship 2 

One vital convoy can break Mussolini's stranglehold on Malta - but it is intercepted in the 

Mediterranean by enemy warships ...Five light British cruisers are left to beat back the armed 

might of the Italian battle fleet and C.S. Forester - creator of Horatio Hornblower - takes us 

aboard HMS Artemis as she steams into battle against overwhelming odds. We get inside the 

heads of Artemis's men, from the Captain on his bridge down to the lowest engine room rating, 

as they struggle over one long and terrifying afternoon to do their duty. C.S. Forester brilliantly 

recounts life aboard a British warship during some of the darkest days of the Second World War: 

capturing the urgency of the blazing guns, the thunderous rupturing of deck plates, the screams 

of pain and the shouts of triumph. 

Gaskell, Elizabeth  

 Mary Barton 4 

Elizabeth Gaskell's first novel depicts nothing less than the great clashes between capital and 

labour, which arose from rapid industrialisation and problems of trade in the mid-nineteenth 

century. But these clashes are dramatized through personal struggles. John Barton has to 

reconcile his personal conscience with his socialist duty, risking his life and liberty in the 

process. His daughter Mary is caught between two lovers, from opposing classes - worker and 

manufacturer. And at the heart of the narrative lies a murder which implicates them all. Mary 

Barton was published in 1848, at a time of great social ferment in Europe, and it reflects its 

revolutionary moment through an English lens. 



 North and South 8 

British English Life changes completely for Margaret Hale and her parents when they move to a 

smoky northern city. There, Margaret meets Mr Thornton, a wealthy cotton mill owner, and 

dislikes him immediately. But the mill owner falls passionately in love with her. Then his 

workers strike. Against a background of industrial drama and personal tragedy, is there any hope 

for Mr Thornton's dream? 

 Wives and Daughters 10 

When seventeen-year-old Molly Gibson's widowed father remarries, her life is turned upside 

down by the arrival of her vain, manipulative stepfather. She also acquires an intriguing new 

stepsister, Cynthia, glamorous, sophisticated and irresistible to every man she meets. The two 

girls begin to confide in one another and Molly soon finds herself a go-between in Cynthia's love 

affairs - but in doing so risks losing both her own reputation and the man she secretly loves. Set 

in English society before the 1832 Reform Bill, Elizabeth Gaskell's last novel - considered to be 

her finest - demonstrates an intelligent and compassionate understanding of human relationships, 

and offers a witty, ironic critique of mid-Victorian society. 

Golding, William  

Lord of the Flies 3 

William Golding's compelling story about a group of very ordinary small boys marooned on a 

coral island has become a modern classic. At first, it seems as though it's all going to be great 

fun; but the fun before long becomes furious & life on the island turns into a nightmare of panic 

& death. As ordinary standards of behavior collapse, the whole world the boys know collapses 

with them—the world of cricket & homework & adventure stories—& another world is revealed 

beneath, primitive & terrible. 

Grahame, Kenneth  

The Wind in the Willows 2 

Meet little Mole, willful Ratty, Badger the perennial bachelor, and petulant Toad. Over one 

hundred years since their first appearance in 1908, they've become emblematic archetypes of 

eccentricity, folly, and friendship. Their misadventures-in gypsy caravans, stolen sports cars, and 

their Wild Wood-continue to capture readers' imaginations. 

Hansberry, Lorraine  

A Raisin in the Sun 3 

Set on Chicago's South Side, the plot revolves around the divergent dreams and conflicts within 

three generations of the Younger family: son Walter Lee, his wife Ruth, his sister Beneatha, his 

son Travis and matriarch Lena, called Mama. When her deceased husband's insurance money 

comes through, Mama dreams of moving to a new home and a better neighborhood in Chicago. 

Walter Lee, a chauffeur, has other plans, however: buying a liquor store and being his own man. 

Beneatha dreams of medical school. The play's title comes from a line in Langston Hughes's 

poem "Harlem," which warns that a dream deferred might "dry up/like a raisin in the sun." 

 



Hardy, Thomas  

The Mayor of Casterbridge 6  

In a fit of drunken anger, Michael Henchard sells his wife and baby daughter for five guineas at a 

country fair. Over the course of the following years, he manages to establish himself as a 

respected and prosperous pillar of the community of Casterbridge, but behind his success there 

always lurk the shameful secret of his past and a personality prone to self-destructive pride and 

temper. 

 The Return of the Native 6 

Against the lowering background of Egdon Heath, fiery EustaciaVye passes her days, wishing 

only for passionate love. She believes that her escape from Egdon lies in marriage to 

ClymYeobright, home from Paris and discontented with his work there. But Clym wishes to 

return to the Egdon community; a desire which sets him in opposition to his wife and brings 

them both to despair. 

 Tess of the D’urbervilles 6 

When Tess Durbeyfield is driven by family poverty to claim kinship with the wealthy 

D'Urbervilles and seek a portion of their family fortune, meeting her 'cousin' Alec proves to be 

her downfall. A very different man, Angel Clare, seems to offer her love and salvation, but Tess 

must choose whether to reveal her past or remain silent in the hope of a peaceful future. 

 Far From the Madding Crowd 6 

Independent and spirited Bathsheba Everdene has come to Weatherbury to take up her position 

as a farmer on the largest estate in the area. Her bold presence draws three very different suitors: 

the gentleman-farmer Boldwood, soldier-seducer Sergeant Troy and the devoted shepherd 

Gabriel Oak. Each, in contrasting ways, unsettles her decisions and complicates her life, and 

tragedy ensues, threatening the stability of the whole community.  

Hawthorne, Nathaniel  

The House of Seven Gables 5 

A time-worn mansion in Salem is the setting of The House of the Seven Gables, the story of a 

distinguished but troubled New England family -- the Pyncheons. A haunting, centuries-old 

curse, a forceful probing of national and personal guilt, a romance between the young heroine 

and an attractive stranger -- all intertwine in this work that Henry James declared "the closest 

approach we are likely to have to the Great American Novel." 

Heaney, Marie  

The Names Upon the Harp 2 

A collection of classic Irish legends, telling of fiercely fought battles, passionate romances, spells 

and curses, heroes and villains, loyalty and betrayal. These ancient tales combine all the essential 

ingredients of great drama with unforgettable storytelling.  

 

 

 

 



Hemingway, Ernest  

 A Farewell to Arms 3 

Written when Ernest Hemingway was thirty years old and lauded as the best American novel to 

emerge from World War I, A Farewell to Arms is the unforgettable story of an American 

ambulance driver on the Italian front and his passion for a beautiful English nurse. Set against 

the looming horrors of the battlefield—weary, demoralized men marching in the rain during the 

German attack on Caporetto; the profound struggle between loyalty and desertion—this gripping, 

semiautobiographical work captures the harsh realities of war and the pain of lovers caught in its 

inexorable sweep.  

 For Whom the Bell Tolls 4 
The story of Robert Jordan, a young American in the International Brigades attached to an 

antifascist guerilla unit in the mountains of Spain, it tells of loyalty and courage, love and defeat, 

and the tragic death of an ideal.  
 The Sun Also Rises 3 
The quintessential novel of the Lost Generation, The Sun Also Rises is one of Ernest 

Hemingway's masterpieces and a classic example of his spare but powerful writing style. A 

poignant look at the disillusionment and angst of the post-World War I generation, the novel 

introduces two of Hemingway's most unforgettable characters: Jake Barnes and Lady Brett 

Ashley. The story follows the flamboyant Brett and the hapless Jake as they journey from the 

wild nightlife of 1920s Paris to the brutal bullfighting rings of Spain with a motley group of 

expatriates. It is an age of moral bankruptcy, spiritual dissolution, unrealized love, and vanishing 

illusions. First published in 1926, The Sun Also Riseshelped to establish Hemingway as one of 

the greatest writers of the twentieth century. 

 

Herriot, James  

All Creatures Great and Small 2 

Whether struggling mightily to position a calf for birthing, or comforting a lonely old man whose 

beloved dog and only companion has died, Herriot's heartwarming and often hilarious stories of 

his first years as a country vet perfectly depict the wonderful relationship between man and 

animal. 

 All Things Bright and Beautiful 2 

The world's most beloved animal doctor delightfully continues where he left off in All Creatures 

Great and Small with new adventures through the Yorkshire dales-- and a whole new menagerie 

of memorable patients.Young James, now married and working as a small-town vet, encounters a 

cast of extraordinary characters as he makes his way through the Yorkshire countryside tending 

to sick cattle, pregnant ewes, ailing dogs-- and their eccentric owners. As always, Herriot's 

warmth, humor, and singular view of life make us laugh and cry, as we marvel at the everyday 

miracles he creates. 

 

 



All Things Wise and Wonderful 2 

In the midst of World War II, James is training for the Royal Air Force, while going home to 

Yorkshire whenever possible to see his very pregnant wife, Helen. Musing on past adventures 

through the dales, visiting with old friends, and introducing scores of new and amusing 

character--animal and human alike--Herriot enthralls with his uncanny ability to spin a most 

engaging and heartfelt yarn. 

 The Lord God Made Them All 2 

It is just after World War II, and James has returned from the Royal Air Force to do battle with 

the diseases and injuries that befall the farm animals and pets of Skeldale and the surrounding 

moors. Four-year-old Jimmy Herriot, Humphrey Cobb and his little beagle Myrtle, Norman the 

book-loving veterinary assistant, and many more new faces join old favorites among the green 

hills of Yorkshire, as James takes an unforgettable voyage to Russia on a freighter with 383 

pedigreed sheep. 

 Every Living Thing 2 

This fifth and final of James Herriot's heartwarming story collections brings back familiar friends 

(including old favorites such as Tricki Woo) and introduces new ones, including Herriot's 

children Rosie and Jimmy and the marvelously eccentric vet Calum Buchanan. As James grows 

older, he finds that change comes even to his beloved Yorkshire---but not necessarily bad, as he 

watches his own two children come to share and participate in his deep love of the animal world.  

Hilton, James  

Goodbye, Mr. Chips 2 

Goodbye, Mr. Chips is a charming tale of an English schoolmaster whose life, at first glance, 

seems to be rather mundane and lackluster. Mr. Chipping appears to be going through life as an 

average teacher, never to achieve any greater standing. He realizes that he will never be a 

headmaster or win the admiration of his fellow teachers or of his students. He thinks that he is 

hardly noticed and that he certainly will not be remembered. But sometimes, fate steps in, and 

often, a person is not able to judge his own worth. This short novel is filled with humor, wise 

anecdotes, and pathos. A timeless classic, this is a story to be read and enjoyed time and again. 

 Lost Horizon: A Novel 2 

James Hilton’s famous utopian adventure novel, and the origin of the mythical sanctuary 

Shangri-La, captured the national consciousness when first published in the 1930s. Readers of 

Mitchell Zuckoff’s harrowing history of a real-life plane crash in Dutch New Guinea, Lost in 

Shangri-La, as well as fans of novels ranging from The Man Who Would Be King to Seven Years 

in Tibet to State of Wonder will be fascinated and delighted by this milestone in adventure 

fiction, the world’s first look at this sanctuary above the clouds.  

 

 

 

 



Hugo, Victor  

Les Misérables 12 

In Les Misérables Victor Hugo takes readers deep into the Parisian underworld, immerses them 

in a battle between good and evil, and carries them onto the barricades during the uprising of 

1832. Within his dramatic story are themes that capture the intellect and the emotions: crime and 

punishment, the relentless persecution of Valjean by Inspector Javert, the desperation of the 

prostitute Fantine, the amorality of the rogue Thénardier and the universal desire to escape the 

prisons of our own minds. 

 The Hunchback of Notre Dame 12 

In the vaulted Gothic towers of Notre-Dame Cathedral lives Quasimodo, the hunchbacked 

bellringer. Mocked and shunned for his appearance, he is pitied only by Esmerelda, a beautiful 

gypsy dancer to whom he becomes completely devoted. Esmerelda, however, has also attracted 

the attention of the sinister archdeacon Claude Frollo, and when she rejects his lecherous 

approaches, Frollo hatches a plot to destroy her, that only Quasimodo can prevent.  

James, Henry  

Daisy Miller 2 

On the surface, Daisy Miller unfolds a simple story of a young American girl's willful yet 

innocent flirtation with a young Italian, and its unfortunate consequences. But throughout the 

narrative, James contrasts American customs and values with European manners and morals in a 

tale rich in psychological and social insight. A vivid portrayal of Americans abroad and a telling 

encounter between the values of the Old and New World, Daisy Miller is an ideal introduction to 

the work of one of America's greatest writers of fiction. 

The Portrait of a Lady 4  

Regarded by many as Henry James's finest work, and a lucid tragedy exploring the distance 

between money and happiness…When Isabel Archer, a beautiful, spirited American, is brought 

to Europe by her wealthy Aunt Touchett, it is expected that she will soon marry. But Isabel, 

resolved to enjoy the freedom that her fortune has opened up and to determine her own fate, does 

not hesitate to turn down two eligible suitors. Then she finds herself irresistibly drawn to Gilbert 

Osmond. Charming and cultivated, Osmond sees Isabel as a rich prize waiting to be taken. 

Beneath his veneer of civilized behavior, Isabel discovers cruelty and a stifling darkness. In this 

portrait of a 'young woman affronting her destiny', Henry James created one of his most 

magnificent heroines, and a story of intense poignancy. 
 

James, P.D.  

Death in Holy Orders 2 

On the East Anglian seacoast, a small theological college hangs precariously on an eroding 

shoreline and an equally precarious future. When the body of a student is found buried in the 

sand, the boy’s influential father demands that Scotland Yard investigate. Enter Adam Dalgliesh, 

a detective who loves poetry, a man who has known loss and discovery. The son of a parson, and 

having spent many happy boyhood summers at the school, Dalgliesh is the perfect candidate to 

look for the truth in this remote, rarified community of the faithful–and the frightened. And when 

one death leads to another, Dalgliesh finds himself steeped in a world of good and evil, of stifled 

passions and hidden pasts, where someone has cause not just to commit one crime but to begin 

an unholy order of murder. . . .  



A Taste for Death 2 

When the quiet Little Vestry of St. Matthew's Church becomes the blood-soaked scene of a 

double murder, Scotland Yard Commander Adam Dalgliesh faces an intriguing conundrum: 

How did an upper-crust Minister come to lie, slit throat to slit throat, next to a neighborhood 

derelict of the lowest order? Challenged with the investigation of a crime that appears to have 

endless motives, Dalgliesh explores the sinister web spun around a half-burnt diary and a violet-

eyed widow who is pregnant and full of malice--all the while hoping to fill the gap of logic that 

joined these two disparate men in bright red death. . . . 
 

Karon, Jan  

Mitford series (9 books in the series) 2 points each 
Christian fiction. Mitford is the little town with the big heart. As this charming mountain village 

works its magic, you'll laugh, you'll cry and you'll quickly make friends who feel like family--

from Father Tim, the Episcopal rector, to Esther Bolick, Mitford's Champion cake baker. Mitford 

is good for the soul. 
 

Kostova, Elizabeth  

The Historian 6 

To you, perceptive reader, I bequeath my history....Late one night, exploring her father's library, 

a young woman finds an ancient book and a cache of yellowing letters. The letters are all 

addressed to "My dear and unfortunate successor," and they plunge her into a world she never 

dreamed of-a labyrinth where the secrets of her father's past and her mother's mysterious fate 

connect to an inconceivable evil hidden in the depths of history. 
 

Lang, Andrew  

The Red Fairy Book 4 

The famed folklorist collects 37 tales of enchantment, ranging from the familiar 

("Rapunzel,""Jack and the Beanstalk," and "The Golden Goose") to lesser-known stories ("The 

Voice of Death,""The Enchanted Pig," and "The Master Thief"). Sources include French, 

Russian, Danish, and Romanian tales as well as Norse mythology. 

The Pink Fairy Book and others 4 

Forty-one Japanese, Scandinavian, and Sicilian tales: "The Snow-Queen,""The Cunning 

Shoemaker,""The Two Brothers,""The Merry Wives,""The Man without a Heart," and more. All 

the stories are narrated in the clear, lively prose for which Lang was famous and are considered 

to be the very best English versions available. 
 

Lawhead, Stephen  

Byzantium 8 

Although born to rule, Aidan lives as a scribe in a remote Irish monastery on the far, wild edge 

of Christendom. Secure in work, contemplation, and dreams of the wider world, a miracle bursts 

into Aidan's quiet life. He is chosen to accompany a small band of monks on a quest to the 

farthest eastern reaches of the known world, to the fabled city of Byzantium, where they are to 

present a beautiful and costly hand-illuminated manuscript, the Book of Kells, to the Emperor of 

all Christendom.Thus begins an expedition by sea and over land, as Aidan becomes, by turns, a 

warrior and a sailor, a slave and a spy, a Viking and a Saracen, and finally, a man. He sees more 

of the world than most men of his time, becoming an ambassador to kings and an intimate of 

Byzantium's fabled Golden Court.  



 Hood (and others of the King Raven trilogy) 8 

Presents a reimagining of the tale of Robin Hood in which the son of a king Bran apBrychan 

flees the kingdom of Elfael after his father is killed and leads a band of thieves as they try to 

battle the Normans and take back the kingdom. 

Taliesin (and others of the PendragonCycle) 8 

It was a time of legend, when the last shadows of the mighty Roman conqueror faded from the 

captured Isle of Britain. While across a vast sea, bloody war shattered a peace that had flourished 

for two thousand years in the doomed kingdom of Atlantis.Taliesin is the remarkable adventure 

of Charis, the Atlantean princess who escaped the terrible devastation of her homeland, and of 

the fabled seer and druid prince Taliesin, singer at the dawn of the age. It is the story of an 

incomparable love that joined two worlds amid the fires of chaos, and spawned the miracles of 

Merlin...and Arthur the king. 
Dream Thief  8 

Epic science fiction about alien intervention in human civilization, in which a sleep researcher on 

an orbiting space station is contacted through his dreams by an alien intelligence bent on the 

manipulation of humankind. The struggle to prevent this domination takes him to a terraforming 

project on Mars. There, among the howling winds of a hostile planet, he discovers the decaying 

remains of an ancient civilization whose demise just might hold the clue to saving humanity. 

Patrick: Son of Ireland 8 

Born of a noble Welsh family, he is violently torn from his home by Irish raiders at age sixteen 

and sold as a slave to a brutal wilderness king. Rescued by the king's druids from almost certain 

death, he learns the arts of healing and song, and the mystical ways of a secretive order whose 

teachings tantalize with hints at a deeper wisdom. Yet young SuccatMorgannwg cannot rest until 

he sheds the strangling yoke of slavery and returns to his homeland across the sea. He pursues 

his dream of freedom through horrific war and shattering tragedy—through great love and 

greater loss—from a dying, decimated Wales to the bloody battlefields of Gaul to the fading 

majesty of Rome. And in the twilight of a once-supreme empire, he is transformed yet again by 

divine hand and a passionate vision of "truth against the world," accepting the name that will one 

day becomea legend . . . 

The Paradise War(and others of the Song of Albion trilogy) 6 

From the dreaming spires of Oxford, Lewis Gillies drives north to seek a mythical creature in a 

misty glen in Scotland. Expecting little more than a weekend diversion, Lewis finds himself in a 

mystical place where two worlds meet, in the time-between-times--and in the heart of a battle 

between good and evil.The ancient Celts admitted no separation between this world and the 

Otherworld: the two were delicately interwoven, each dependent on the other. The Paradise War 

crosses the thin places between this world and that, as Lewis Gillies comes face-to-face with an 

ancient mystery--and a cosmic catastrophe in the making. 
 

Lewis, C.S.  

Out of the Silent Planet 4  

The first book in C. S. Lewis's acclaimed Space Trilogy begins the adventures of the remarkable 

Dr. Ransom. Here, that estimable man is abducted by a megalomaniacal physicist and his 

accomplice and taken via spaceship to the red planet of Malacandra. The two men are in need of 

a human sacrifice, and Dr. Ransom would seem to fit the bill. Once on the planet, however, 

Ransom eludes his captors, risking his life and his chances of returning to Earth, becoming a 

stranger in a land that is enchanting in its difference from Earth and instructive in its similarity.  



 

Perelandra 4  

The second book in C. S. Lewis's acclaimed Space Trilogy, continues the adventures of the 

extraordinary Dr. Ransom. Pitted against the most destructive of human weaknesses, temptation, 

the great man must battle evil on a new planet -- Perelandra -- when it is invaded by a dark force. 

Will Perelandra succumb to this malevolent being, who strives to create a new world order and 

who must destroy an old and beautiful civilization to do so? Or will it throw off the yoke of 

corruption and achieve a spiritual perfection as yet unknown to man? The outcome of Dr. 

Ransom's mighty struggle alone will determine the fate of this peace-loving planet. 

That Hideous Strength 4  

The final book in C. S. Lewis's acclaimed Space Trilogy, concludes the adventures of the 

matchless Dr. Ransom. The dark forces that were repulsed in Out of the Silent Planet and 

Perelandra are massed for an assault on the planet Earth itself. Word is on the wind that the 

mighty wizard Merlin has come back to the land of the living after many centuries, holding the 

key to ultimate power for that force which can find him and bend him to its will. A sinister 

technocratic organization is gaining power throughout Europe with a plan to "recondition" 

society, and it is up to Ransom and his friends to squelch this threat by applying age-old wisdom 

to a new universe dominated by science. The two groups struggle to a climactic resolution that 

brings the Space Trilogy to a magnificent, crashing close. 
 

MacDonald, George 
 The Princess and the Goblin 2 

Princess Irene lives in a castle in a wild and lonely mountainous region. One day she discovers a 

steep and winding stairway leading to a bewildering labyrinth of unused passages with closed 

doors - and a further stairway. What lies at the top? Can the ring the princess is given protect her 

against the lurking menace of the boglins from under the mountain? 

 The Princess and Curdie 2 

Princess Irene's great-grandmother has a testing task for Curdie. He will not go alone though, as 

she provides him with a companion -- the oddest and ugliest creature Curdie has ever seen, but 

one who turns out to be the most loyal friend he could have hoped for. 

 At the Back of the North Wind 2 

At the Back of the North Wind is a brilliant allegorical tale by George MacDonald. The 

protagonist Diamond befriends the beautiful and majestic North Wind. Her powers bring change 

where ever she goes. At first this awesome power seems to be a terrible force, but it becomes 

clear that all of the changes she has caused with her amazing power have been for good. A 

timeless classic. 

 The Light Princess 2 

"The Light Princess" is George MacDonald's 1864 fairy tale. It is the story of a young girl, the 

daughter of the King, who at her christening is cursed to have no gravity by the uninvited 

Princess Makemnoit, sister to the King and a spiteful and bitter woman. As a result the princess 

is in constant danger of being carried away by the wind. A captivatingly whimsical tale, "The 

Light Princess" is one of George MacDonald's most loved stories. 

  



Phantastes 3 

In October 1857, George MacDonald wrote what he described as “a kind of fairy tale, in the 

hope that it will pay me better than the more evidently serious work.” This was Phantastes -- one 

of MacDonald’s most important works; a work which so overwhelmed C. S. Lewis that a few 

hours after he began reading it he knew he “had crossed a great frontier.” 

The book is about the narrator’s (Anodos) dream-like adventures in fairyland, where he 

confronts tree-spirits and the shadow, sojourns to the palace of the fairy queen, and searches for 

the spirit of the earth. The tale is vintage MacDonald, conveying a profound sadness and a 

poignant longing for death. 

 

Marlowe, Christopher 

 The Tragical History of the Life and Death of Doctor Faustus 6 

In the Faust legend, a man by the name of Faust or Faustus sells his soul to the devil for twenty-

four years of worldly power. This legend has been told many times over by such writers as 

Goethe and Mann, but no doubt the most famous retelling, and probably the best, is the play, 

Doctor Faustus by Christopher Marlowe.The most prominent influence on Marlowe's version of 

the Faust legend was the social upheaval during the time period in which it was written. Doctor 

Faustus was probably first performed in 1594, a time of tremendous change in Europe. The 

Medieval times were over and the Renaissance was beginning, however, influences of both times 

can be found in the play. Doctor Faustus is a transitional play where beliefs from both time 

periods intermingle, sometimes with disastrous results. 

 Tamburlaine, the Great (Part I) 6 

Considered second only to William Shakespeare, Christopher Marlowe's romantic tragedy Tamburlaine 

the Great tells the story of a Mongolian warrior's relentless rise to power and eventual downfall. This, the 

first part, focuses on Tamburlaine's rise to power. 

Marshall, Catherine  

Christy 3 

When Christy Huddleston leaves a life of privilege and ease to teach in the impoverished 

Smokey Mountains, her faith is severely tested by her pupils, the love of two men, and the 

curious customs of the mountain people in her community. Yet she grows to love these people 

and the simple, fulfilling lifestyle to be found in the heart of God's country. First released in 

1967, Christy is based on the life of author Catherine Marshall's mother and was the inspiration 

for the recent television series of the same name. Beautifully told, this is a charming, timeless 

tale of love and faith that will appeal to romance readers of all ages. 
 

Miller, Arthur 

The Crucible2 

Based on historical people and real events, Miller's drama is a searing portrait of a community 

engulfed by hysteria. In the rigid theocracy of Salem, rumors that women are practicing 

witchcraft galvanize the town's most basic fears and suspicions; and when a young girl accuses 

Elizabeth Proctor of being a witch, self-righteous church leaders and townspeople insist that 

Elizabeth be brought to trial. The ruthlessness of the prosecutors and eagerness of neighbor to 

testify against neighbor brilliantly illuminate the destructive power of sanctioned violence. 



 Death of a Salesman2 
Ever since it was first performed in 1949, Death of a Salesman has been recognized as a 

milestone of the American theater. In the person of Willy Loman, the aging, failing salesman 

who makes his living riding on a smile and a shoeshine, Arthur Miller redefined the tragic hero 

as a man whose dreams are at once insupportably vast and dangerously insubstantial. He has 

given us a figure whose name has become a symbol for a kind of majestic grandiosity—and a 

play that compresses epic extremes of humor and anguish, promise and loss, between the four 

walls of an American living room. 

 

O’Brian, Patrick 

 Master and Commander 2 

This, the first in the splendid series of Jack Aubrey novels, establishes the friendship between 

Captain Aubrey, R.N., and Stephen Maturin, ship's surgeon and intelligence agent, against a 

thrilling backdrop of the Napoleonic wars. Details of a life aboard a man-of-war in Nelson's navy 

are faultlessly rendered: the conversational idiom of the officers in the ward room and the men 

on the lower deck, the food, the floggings, the mysteries of the wind and the rigging, and the roar 

of broadsides as the great ships close in battle. 

and other titles 2 

 

O’Connor, Flannery  

Everything That Rises Must Converge(collection of stories) 3 

Everything That Rises Must Converge is a collection of nine short stories written by Flannery 

O'Connor during the final decade of her life and published posthumously in 1965. This collection 

is an exquisite legacy from a genius of the American short story, in which she scrutinizes 

territory familiar to her readers: race, faith, and morality. The stories encompass the comic and 

the tragic, the beautiful and the grotesque; each carries her highly individual stamp and could 

have been written by no one else. 

 A Good Man is Hard to Find and Other Stories(collection of stories) 3 

In 1955, with this short story collection, Flannery O'Connor firmly laid claim to her place as one 

of the most original and provocative writers of her generation. Steeped in a Southern Gothic 

tradition that would become synonymous with her name, these stories show O'Connor's unique, 

grotesque view of life-- infused with religious symbolism, haunted by apocalyptic possibility, 

sustained by the tragic comedy of human behavior, confronted by the necessity of salvation. 

The Violent Bear it Away 3 

In this, O'Connor's second novel, the orphaned Francis Marion Tarwater and his cousin, the 

schoolteacher Rayber, defy the prophecy of their dead uncle that Tarwater will become a prophet 

and baptize Rayber's young son, Bishop. A series of struggles ensues, as Tarwater fights an 

internal battle against his innate faith and the voices calling him to be a prophet while Rayber 

tries to draw Tarwater into a more "reasonable" modern world. Both wrestle with the legacy of 

their dead relative and lay claim to Bishop's soul. All this is observed by O'Connor with an 

astonishing combination of irony and compassion, humor and pathos. 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Short_story
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flannery_O%27Connor
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flannery_O%27Connor


Wise Blood 3 

Wise Blood, Flannery O’Connor’s astonishing and haunting first novel, is a classic of twentieth-

century literature. It is the story of Hazel Motes, a twenty-two-year-old caught in an unending 

struggle against his inborn, desperate fate. He falls under the spell of a “blind” street preacher 

named Asa Hawks and his degenerate fifteen-year-old daughter, Sabbath Lily. In an ironic, 

malicious gesture of his own non-faith, and to prove himself a greater cynic than Hawks, Motes 

founds the Church Without Christ, but is still thwarted in his efforts to lose God. He meets 

Enoch Emery, a young man with “wise blood,” who leads him to a mummified holy child and 

whose crazy maneuvers are a manifestation of Motes’s existential struggles. This tale of 

redemption, retribution, false prophets, blindness, blindings, and wisdom gives us one of the 

most riveting characters in American fiction. 
 

Oppenheim, E. Phillips  

The Great Impersonation 2 

The year is 1913. The disgraced and formerly penniless aristocrat Sir EverardDominey returns 

from German East Africa a reformed and wealthy man determined to take his place in English 

society. But is he Sir Everard or the German spy, Baron Leopold von Ragastein? Leopold, 

educated at Eton and Oxford with the Englishman, bears a striking resemblance to Dominey and 

was often taken as his double at school. After a chance encounter in Africa, one of them has 

returned. But who? The Great Impersonation is one of the most famous spy novels of all time. 

This is excellent reading with its fast moving plot and its imagery of the rich life of English 

aristocrats before the First World War, as well as its bold characters. 

 

Peters, Ellis (a.k.a. Edith Pargeter)  

A Morbid Taste for Bones (#1 in the Chronicles of Brother Cadfael) 2 

Ellis Peter's first Cadfael murder mystery takes as its setting the events surrounding the 

translation of the holy relics of Saint Winifred from the remote Welsh village of Gwytherin to 

the Benedictine Abbey of Saint Peter and Saint Paul in Shrewsbury in 1138. Taking this real 

event as her starting point, Peters weaves an enchanting if overly romanticised tale of mediaeval 

rural and monastic life. Naturally, the practical common sense and basic human decency of her 

very worldly-wise central character, Brother Cadfael, win out in the end. Here, he neatly side-

steps all of many power-struggles - secular, political and ecclesiastical - going on around him, to 

provide everyone with their heart's desire and solve the inevitable murder mystery into the 

bargain. Throughout the series (twenty-one novels in all), Cadfael helps solve mysteries, sets 

wrongs to right, and gradually reveals more about his past and his involvement with the 

Crusades. The unfolding backdrop of the series also chronicles the decade of civil war in 

England, between the factions of King Stephen and the Empress Maud. An intriguing blend of 

mystery and historical fiction. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



One Corpse Too Many (#2 in the Chronicles of Brother Cadfael) 2 

An ingenious killer disposes of a strangled corpse on a battlefield. Brother Cadfael discovers the 

body, and must then piece together disparate clues--including a girl in boy's clothing, a missing 

treasure and a single flower--to expose a murderer's black heart. 

The action of this book is set in 1138, during the siege of the castle of Shrewsbury - held by 

parties loyal to the Empress Maud - by King Stephen, anxious to defend and uphold his claim to 

the throne of England. As in the previous book, Brother Cadfael's interest lies more in seeing to a 

successful resolution the personal dramas of those innocents caught within the wider political 

maneuverings, than any pursuit of larger goals. Indeed, his dogged pursuit of the truth and justice 

for the unidentified and unremarked "extra" corpse amongst those slain on Stephen's orders is 

just one example of this. Throughout the book, though, the solving of the murder mystery takes 

second place to his concern for those still living.  

 Monk’s Hood (or other Chronicles of Brother Cadfael mysteries) 2 

Monk's Hood, set in December 1138, is the third novel in The Cadfael Chronicles. 

Gervase Bonel dies from monkshood oil put in his food. Brother Cadfael made the oil. Who used 

it as poison? Cadfael assesses the motives of Bonel’s Welsh natural son and his stepson, and 

deals with Bonel’s widow. She was once his sweetheart, long ago. 

Fallen Into the Pit (first Inspector George Felse mystery) 2 

Published in 1951, this mystery launched Peters's Inspector Felse series. Set in Britain just after 

WWII, the main sleuth here is not actually George Felse but his 13-year-old son Dominic. He 

and his best friend, Pussy Hart, are playing when Dom finds the body of Helmut Schauffler, an 

ex-P.O.W. who had stayed on after the war in the Comerford area. Helmut, a loathsome blend of 

cruelty, cowardice and anti-Semitism, is hardly mourned, but his death so rends the village's 

social fabric that solving the case is imperative. In his first murder investigation, George has 

difficulty viewing his neighbors as suspects, although the area does have its share of demobilized 

veterans, i.e., trained killers. Even more distressing to George and his wife Bunty is the 

proprietary--and potentially fatal--interest that Dom takes in the case. By giving the youth a 

finely balanced blend of doggedness, good luck, ingenuity and foolhardiness, Peters sets out a 

very effective mystery while expressing, through the gradual unfolding of the character of 

Helmut, her own serious skepticism that a person--or a country--can change his--or its--spots. 

Death and the Joyful Woman(or other Inspector George Felse mysteries) 2 

Published in 1961, this novel is the second in the Inspector George Felse mystery series. A 

millionaire is murdered and Inspector Felse, after sifting through the few shreds of evidence, 

finally arrests Kitty Norris, his teenaged son Dominic's first love. A young man's infatuation 

soon becomes something far more dangerous, though, as Dominic takes on Kitty's cause--in 

direct opposition to his father's investigation. 

Holiday with Violence 3 

It should have been a wonderful holiday for the four young people traveling through the Italian 

countryside to Venice. Everyone is so friendly – particularly the charming elderly gentleman 

who shares his first-class railway carriage with them for part of the way. So it is a terrible shock 

to find, on arriving in Turin, that their elderly travelling companion has been the victim of 

robbery with violence.  

They continue on their way with dampened spirits, only to find that trouble is following them. 

They have inadvertently walked off with the crucial evidence of a more serious crime -- and 

someone desperately wants to retrieve it. A suspenseful mystery-adventure set against the 

backdrop of scenic Italy. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Cadfael_Chronicles


Poe, Edgar Allan  

The Best of Poe: The Tell-Tale Heart, The Raven, The Cask of Amontillado, and 30 

 Others  3 

Edgar Allan Poe (1809 – 1849) was an American author, poet, editor, and literary critic, 

considered part of the American Romantic Movement. Best known for his tales of mystery and 

the macabre, Poe was one of the earliest American practitioners of the short story, and is 

generally considered the inventor of the detective fiction genre. He is further credited with 

contributing to the emerging genre of science fiction. The publication of The Raven and Other 

Poems in 1845 brought him additional fame as a poet. 

Edgar Allan Poe's name conjures up thoughts of hearts beating long after their owners are dead, 

of disease and plague amid wealth, of love that extends beyond the grave, and of black ravens 

who utter only one word. The richness of Poe’s writing, however, includes much more than 

horror, loss, and death. Alive with hypnotic sounds and mesmerizing rhythms, his poetry 

captures both the splendor and devastation of love, life, and death. His stories teem with irony 

and black humor, in addition to plot twists and surprise endings. Living by their own rules and 

charged with passion, Poe’s characters are instantly recognizable —even though we may be 

appalled by their actions, we understand their motivations.  

The thirty-three selections in The Best of Poe highlight his unique qualities. 

 Tales of Mystery and Imagination 3 

Over 150 years after his death the stories of Edgar Allan Poe continue to intrigue and entrance. 

Master of the fantastic and the macabre, Poe takes readers on a journey beyond the limits of the 

imagination to realms where anything is possible. This collection contains 29 of Poe’s best-

known tales—including “The Fall of the House of Usher” and “The Murders in Rue Morgue.” 

 

Porter, Jane  

The Scottish Chiefs 4 

Rooted in political controversy, gender warfare, violence, and revolution, Jane Porter's The 

Scottish Chiefs is the epic story of William Wallace's struggle for Scottish independence from 

English rule. This magnificent book tells the story of the brave Scots who rebelled against the 

tyranny of King Edward during the period of 1296 - 1305. After the cruel death of his wife at the 

hands of the English, Wallace embarks on a patriotic crusade to free Scotland, gathering around 

himself loyal followers of both sexes, drawn from across Scottish society. Using the cross-

dressing motifs of romance, Porter demonstrates that women have a crucial role to play in the 

drama of national identity, either as temptresses or national heroines. Written in 1810, The 

Scottish Chiefs is an influential precursor to Walter Scott's historical romances and a landmark in 

the development of the historical novel, and explores vital questions of patriotism, civic duty, 

heroism, and the role of women. This inspiring tale of courage has been a favorite for 

generations of readers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Potok, Chaim 

 The Chosen 3 

In 1940s Brooklyn, New York, an accident throws Reuven Malther and Danny Saunders 

together. Despite their differences (Reuven is a Modern Orthodox Jew with an intellectual, 

Zionist father; Danny is the brilliant son and rightful heir to a Hasidic rebbe), the young men 

form a deep, if unlikely, friendship. Together they negotiate adolescence, family conflicts, the 

crisis of faith engendered when Holocaust stories begin to emerge in the U.S., loss, love, and the 

journey to adulthood. The intellectual and spiritual clashes between fathers, between each son 

and his own father, and between the two young men, provide a unique backdrop for this 

exploration of fathers, sons, faith, loyalty, and, ultimately, the power of love.  

Few stories offer more warmth, wisdom, or generosity than this tale of two boys, their fathers, 

their friendship, and the chaotic times in which they live. Though on the surface it explores 

religious faith--the intellectually committed as well as the passionately observant--the struggles 

addressed in The Chosen are familiar to families of all faiths and in all nations.  

My Name is Asher Lev 2 

Asher Lev is a Ladover Hasid who keeps kosher, prays three times a day and believes in the 

RibbonoShelOlom, the Master of the Universe. Asher Lev is an artist who is compulsively 

driven to render the world he sees and feels even when it leads him to blasphemy. In this stirring 

and often visionary novel, ChaimPotok traces Asher’s passage between these two identities, the 

one consecrated to God, the other subject only to the imagination. 

Asher Lev grows up in a cloistered Hasidic community in postwar Brooklyn, a world suffused by 

ritual and revolving around a charismatic Rebbe. But in time his gift threatens to estrange him 

from that world and the parents he adores. As it follows his struggle, My Name Is Asher Lev 

becomes a luminous portrait of the artist, by turns heartbreaking and exultant, a modern classic. 

 The Promise 3  

In this sequel to The Chosen, Reuven Malter lives in Brooklyn, he’s in love, and he’s studying to 

be a rabbi. He also keeps challenging the strict interpretations of his teachers, and if he keeps it 

up, his dream of becoming a rabbi may die.  

One day, worried about a disturbed, unhappy boy named Michael, Reuven takes him sailing and 

cloud-watching. Reuven also introduces him to an old friend, Danny Saunders–now a 

psychologist with a growing reputation. Reconnected by their shared concern for Michael, 

Reuven and Danny each learns what it is to take on life–whether sacred truths or a troubled 

child–according to his own lights, not just established authority. 

 

Pyle, Howard  

Although Howard Pyle was born in Delaware, he is best known as purveyor of myth and legend 

to several generations of British and American children -- and their parents. 

The Wonder Clock 3 

Famous and influential as a preeminent illustrator, Howard Pyle was also a gifted writer beloved 

by millions — young and old — for his endearing and enchanting fairy tales. The Wonder Clock 

is a delightful, magical collection of whimsical stories: twenty-four stories for twenty-four hours 

-- and each a timeless masterpiece. Peopled with jolly kings and queens, lovely princesses and 

evil witches, sly foxes and mischievous ravens, ogres and giants, dashing princes and nasty 

dragons, these are old fashioned fairy tales in the best and most beautiful sense that can be 

enjoyed by readers of any age. This collection contains one tale for each hour including "Master 

Clock: How Boots Befooled the King," "The Three Little Pigs and the Ogre," and others. Each 

tale was prefaced by a whimsical verse telling of traditional household goings-on at that hour.



 Pepper and Salt 3 

Thisold classic compilation of fables and poems, illustrated in monochromatic black and white 

by the author, was originally published in 1887. Pyle wrote in a very conversational, court-jester-

ish tone. The stories contain moral and situational dilemmas out of which each story's 

protagonist must find their way. In the midst of the stories are also full page poems that are 

beautifully illustrated and quite witty.A collection of 8 original fairy tales and numerous short 

verses which will delight the young and children of all ages. 

 Some Merry Adventures of Robin Hood 3 

Pyle synthesized many traditional Robin Hood legends and ballads in this work, while toning 

them down to make them suitable for younger readers. Many of the tales in the Robin Hood book 

date to the late Middle Ages. Pyle’s achievement was to integrate them into a unified story, 

which he also illustrated. In his novelistic treatment of the tales, Pyle thus developed several 

characters that had been mentioned in only one ballad, such as David of Doncaster or Arthur a 

Bland. 

 The Story of King Arthur and HisKnights 3 

Howard Pyle delivers yet another splendid book which recaptures the enchantment and chivalry 

of the legend of King Arthur and his knights. Published in 1902, The Story of King Arthur and His 

Knights (unabridged) is probably the most comprehensive of the Arthurian legends available in 

one volume--certainly the most comprehensive, accessible, and enjoyable for younger readers. 

We follow Arthur during his "Sword in the Stone" period, then on to adulthood with a nod at the 

romantic complications famous in other tales of Camelot, then later an older Arthur and his 

followers articulate the legend of the grail. Pyle's versions of the tales are excellent and much 

easier to read than Mallory's Le Mort d'Arthur book. In the land of Camelot, good deeds before 

God are of highest value, and wicked deeds are always subject to disapproval and punishment. 

Highly recommended for anyone, young or old, who likes adventure stories and wants to start or 

continue learning about the Arthurian legends. 

Men of Iron 3 

Men of Iron is an 1891 novel about a squire, Myles Falworth, who hopes to become a knight, 

thereby redeeming his family's honor. Myles's father was falsely implicated in a plot to kill King 

Henry IV. The adventure tale follows Myles through his intensive training for knighthood, and 

ends with the young beknighted Myles challenging the wicked Lord Brookhurst Alban to trial by 

combat. 
 Otto of the Silver Hand 3 

A rich and engrossing thread of Romance runs through this tale of the motherless son of a valiant 

robber baron of Medieval Germany. Young Otto, born into a warring household in an age when 

lawless chiefs were constantly fighting each other or despoiling the caravans of the merchant 

burghers, is raised in a monastery only to return to his family's domain and become painfully 

involved in the blood feud between his father and the rival house of Trutz-Drachen. 

The narrative is told with Howard Pyle's consummate skill and illustrated with some of the most 

enchanting sketches ever done for a book of this type. Like the same author's version of The 

Story of King Arthur and His Knights and his collection of original stories known as The Wonder 

Clock, this book has become a legend, a modern story with the feel and sound of an ancient tale. 

It is a reading adventure that youngsters will not soon forget. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robin_Hood
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arthur_a_Bland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arthur_a_Bland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Men_of_Iron


 

Reade, Charles  

The Cloister and the Hearth 3 

The Cloister and the Hearth (1861) is a historical novel by the English author Charles Reade. Set 

in the 15th century, it relates the story revolving about the travels of a young scribe and 

illuminator, Gerard Eliassoen, through several European countries. The Cloister and the Hearth 

often describes the events, people and their practices in minute detail. Its main theme is the 

struggle between man's obligations to family and to Church. 

 

Remarque, Erich  

 All Quiet on the Western Front 4 

Paul Baumer enlisted with his classmates in the German army of World War I. Youthful, 

enthusiastic, they become soldiers. But despite what they have learned, they break into pieces 

under the first bombardment in the trenches. And as horrible war plods on year after year, Paul 

holds fast to a single vow: to fight against the principles of hate that meaninglessly pits young 

men of the same generation but different uniforms against each other--if only he can come out of 

the war alive. "The world has a great writer in Erich Maria Remarque. He is a craftsman of 

unquestionably first trank, a man who can bend language to his will. Whether he writes of men 

or of inanimate nature, his touch is sensitive, firm, and sure." 

Rolvaag, O.E.  

Giants in the Earth 4 

This is the first in a trilogy of books about the Norwegian settlement of the Dakota Territory. The 

second book is titled, Peder Victorious, and the third, Their Fathers' God. The author, a 

Norwegian who emigrated to the United States in 1896 and eventually became a professor at St. 

Olaf's College, wrote it in Norwegian. This is a beautifully written, lyrical book about the 

experiences of the early Norwegians who settled in the vast prairie of the Dakota Territory 

during the latter half of the nineteenth century. It speaks of their isolation and desolation as well 

as of the hardships inherent in pioneering so far West with so few resources. Dependent solely 

upon their inner resources, hard work, ingenuity, and whatever goods they had managed to haul 

with them, these peasant, would-be-farmers from Norway would be the stuff of which this 

country was made. Their resilience in the face of relentless hardship, adversity, and deprivation 

is stunning as is their belief in a better life. 

Sayers, Dorothy  

 Clouds of Witness 3 

The fiancé of Lord Peter Wimsey’s sister, Mary, is found dead outside the conservatory of the 

Wimsey family's shooting lodge in Yorkshire. The evidence points to their older brother, Gerald, 

the Duke of Denver, who is charged with the murder and put on trial in the House of Lords. To 

clear the family name, Lord Peter and his close friend Inspector Charles Parker scour the lodge's 

grounds, finding several tantalizing clues, including mysterious footprints, a piece of jewelry, 

and a cat charm. What do these leads mean, and why are Mary and Gerald suddenly acting so 

mysterious? Unraveling a string of coincidences, Lord Peter is determined to solve this case. 



 Busman’s Honeymoon 3 

Lord Peter Wimsey and Harriet Vane marry and go to spend their honeymoon at Talboys, an old 

farmhouse in Hertfordshire which he has bought her as a present. The honeymoon is intended as 

a break from their usual routine of solving crimes (him) and writing about them (her), but it turns 

into a murder investigation when the seller of the house is found dead at the bottom of the cellar 

steps with severe head injuries. 

 The Nine Tailors 3 

The nine tellerstrokes from the belfry of an ancient country church toll out the death of an 

unknown man and call the famous Lord Peter Whimsey to investigate the good and evil that 

lurks in every person. Steeped in the atmosphere of a quiet parish in the strange, flat fen-country 

of East Anglia, this is a tale of suspense, character, and mood by an author critics and readers 

rate as one of the great masters of the mystery novel. 

 Other Peter Wimsey novels 3 

One of the founding mothers of mystery, Dorothy L. Sayers first introduced the popular 

character Lord Peter Wimsey in 1923 with the publication of Whose Body? Over the next twenty 

years, more novels and short stories about the aristocratic amateur sleuth appeared, each one as 

cunningly written as the next. Now in a single volume, here are all of the Lord Peter Wimsey 

stories: a treasure for any mystery lover. 

Scott, Sir Walter  

 Rob Roy 6  

When young Francis Osbaldistone discovers that his vicious and scheming cousin Rashleigh has 

designs both on his father's business and his beloved Diana Vernon, he turns in desperation to 

Rob Roy for help. Chieftain of the MacGregor clan, Rob Roy is a brave and fearless man, able 

and cunning. But he is also an outlaw with a price on his head, and as he and Francis join forces 

to pursue Rashleigh, he is constantly aware that he, too, is being pursued - and could be captured 

at any moment. Set on the eve of the 1715 Jacobite uprising, Rob Roy brilliantly evokes a 

Scotland on the verge of rebellion, blending historical fact and a novelist's imagination to create 

an incomparable portrait of intrigue, rivalry and romance. 

 Ivanhoe 6 

Ivanhoe (1819) was the first of Scott's novels to adopt a purely English subject and was also his 

first attempt to combine history and romance, which later influenced Victorian medievalism. Set 

at the time of the Norman Conquest, "Ivanhoe" returns from the Crusades to claim his 

inheritance and the love of Rowena and becomes involved in the struggle between Richard 

Coeur de Lion and his Norman brother John. The gripping narrative is structured by a series of 

conflicts: Saxon versus Norman, Christian versus Jew, men versus women, played out against 

Scott's unflinching moral realism. 

 

 

 

 



Shaara, Michael & Jeff 
 Shaara (Michael), The Killer Angels 4 

In the four most bloody and courageous days of our nation’s history, two armies fought for two 

conflicting dreams. One dreamed of freedom, the other of a way of life. Far more than rifles and 

bullets were carried into battle. There were memories. There were promises. There was love. 

And far more than men fell on those Pennsylvania fields. Bright futures, untested innocence, and 

pristine beauty were also the casualties of war. Michael Shaara’s Pulitzer Prize–winning 

masterpiece is unique, sweeping, unforgettable—the dramatic story of the battleground for 

America’s destiny. 

 Shaara (Michael), For Love of the Game 4 

Billy Chapel is a baseball legend, a man who has devoted his life to the game he loves and plays 

so well. But because of his unsurpassed skill and innocent faith, he has been betrayed. Now it's 

the final game of the season, and Billy's got one last chance to prove who he is and what he can 

do, a chance to prove what really matters in this life. A taut, compelling story of one man's 

coming of age, For Love of the Game, Michael Shaara's final novel, the classic finish to a 

brilliantly distinguished literary career. 

 Shaara (Jeffrey), Gods and Generals 4 

This book is the prequel of The Killer Angels, written by Jeffrey’s father. In this brilliantly 

written epic novel, Jeff Shaara traces the lives, passions, and careers of the great military leaders 

from the first gathering clouds of the Civil War. Here is Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson, a 

hopelessly by-the-book military instructor and devout Christian who becomes the greatest 

commander of the Civil War; Winfield Scott Hancock, a captain of quartermasters who quickly 

establishes himself as one of the finest leaders of the Union army; Joshua Chamberlain, who 

gives up his promising academic career and goes on to become one of the most heroic soldiers in 

American history; and Robert E. Lee, never believing until too late that a civil war would ever 

truly come to pass. Profound in its insights into the minds and hearts of those who fought in the 

war, Gods and Generals creates a vivid portrait of the soldiers, the battlefields, and the 

tumultuous times that forever shaped the nation. 

 Shaara (Jeffrey), The Last Full Measure 4 

This is the final book of the Civil War trilogy written by Jeffrey Shaara and his father Michael. 

As The Last Full Measure opens, Gettysburg is past and the war advances to its third brutal year. 

On the Union side, the gulf between the politicians in Washington and the generals in the field 

yawns ever wider. Never has the cumbersome Union Army so desperately needed a decisive, 

hard-nosed leader. It is at this critical moment that Lincoln places Ulysses S. Grant in 

command—and turns the tide of war. For Robert E. Lee, Gettysburg was an unspeakable 

disaster—compounded by the shattering loss of the fiery Stonewall Jackson two months before. 

Lee knows better than anyone that the South cannot survive a war of attrition. But with the total 

devotion of his generals—Longstreet, Hill, Stuart—and his unswerving faith in God, Lee is 

determined to fight to the bitter end. Battle by staggering battle, Shaara dramatizes the escalating 

confrontation between Lee and Grant—complicated, heroic, deeply troubled men. From the 

costly Battle of the Wilderness to the agonizing siege of Petersburg to Lee’s epoch-making 



surrender at Appomattox, Shaara portrays the riveting conclusion of the Civil War through the 

minds and hearts of the individuals who gave their last full measure. 

 Shaara (Jeffrey), Rise to Rebellion 4  

In 1770, the fuse of revolution is lit by a fateful command—“Fire!”—as England’s peacekeeping 

mission ignites into the Boston Massacre. The senseless killing of civilians leads to a tumultuous 

trial in which lawyer John Adams must defend the very enemy who has assaulted and abused the 

laws he holds sacred. The taut courtroom drama soon broadens into a stunning epic of war as 

King George III leads a reckless and corrupt government in London toward the escalating abuse 

of his colonies. Outraged by the increasing loss of their liberties, an extraordinary gathering of 

America’s most inspiring characters confronts the British presence with the ideals that will 

change history. More than a powerful portrait of the people and purpose of the revolution, Rise to 

Rebellion is a vivid account of history’s most pivotal events. The Boston Tea Party, the battles of 

Concord and Bunker Hill—all are recreated with the kind of breathtaking detail only a master 

like Jeff Shaara can muster. His most impressive achievement, Rise to Rebellion reveals with 

new immediacy how philosophers became fighters, ideas their ammunition, and how a scattered 

group of colonies became the United States of America. 

 Shaara (Jeffrey) The Glorious Cause 4 

It was never a war whose outcome was obvious. Despite their spirit and stamina, the colonists 

were outmanned and outfought by the brazen British army. General George Washington found 

his troops trounced in the battles of Brooklyn and Manhattan and retreated toward Pennsylvania. 

With the future of the colonies at its lowest ebb, Washington made his most fateful decision: to 

cross the Delaware River and attack the enemy. The stunning victory at Trenton began a saga of 

victory and defeat that concluded with the British surrender at Yorktown, a moment that changed 

the history of the world. From Nathan Hale to Benedict Arnold, William Howe to “Light Horse” 

Harry Lee, from Trenton and Valley Forge, Brandywine and Yorktown, the American 

Revolution’s most immortal characters and poignant moments are brought to life in remarkable 

Shaara style. Yet, The Glorious Cause is more than just a story of the legendary six-year 

struggle. It is a tribute to an amazing people who turned ideas into action and fought to declare 

themselves free. Above all, it is a riveting novel that both expands and surpasses its beloved 

author’s best work. 

Shakespeare, William  

Antony and Cleopatra (Tragedy) 4 

After defeating Brutus and Cassius, following the assassination of Julius Caesar, Mark Antony 

becomes one of the three rulers of the Roman Empire, together with Octavius Caesar and 

Lepidus, and is responsible for the eastern part of the empire. He falls in love with Cleopatra, the 

Queen of Egypt, and settles in Alexandria. However, he is compelled to return to Rome when the 

empire is threatened by the rebellion of Sextus Pompey, the son of Pompey, who had been 

defeated by Julius Caesar. As his wife has just died Antony marries Octavius’ sister, Octavia, in 

an attempt to heal the rift between the two emperors. They make peace with Pompey. When 

Cleopatra hears about Antony’s marriage she flies into a jealous rage but knows that Antony 



does not love Octavia. Antony goes to Athens but when war breaks out between Caesar and 

Pompey, Antony sends Octavia back to Rome and returns to Egypt… 

As You Like It (Comedy) 4 

Orlando, the youngest son of Sir Roland de Boys, is ill treated by his brother Oliver. When he 

responds to the general challenge issued by the Duke’s wrestler, Charles, Oliver tells Charles to 

injure Orlando if he can manage it. The Duke’s daughter, Celia, and her cousin, Rosalind, watch 

the match and Rosalind falls in love with Orlando. Orlando wins but the Duke gets angry when 

he discovers that Orlando is the son of his old enemy, Sir Roland de Boys. Rosalind gives 

Orlando a chain to wear and he falls in love with her. The Duke unexpectedly banishes Rosalind 

and she decides to find her father, the real Duke, who has been overthrown by his brother, 

Celia’s father, Frederick. Duke Senior lives in the forest of Arden. Together with the court jester, 

Touchstone, the girls set out, disguised as a country boy, Ganymede, and his sister, Aliena. Co-

incidentally, Orlando, fearing for his life, has also left home, accompanied by his father’s 

servant, Adam… 

Comedy of Errors (Comedy) 4 

Based on a pair of comic dramas from ancient Rome, The Comedy of Errors presents a spectacle 

of pure farce in the spirit of utmost fun and — as the title suggests — hilarious confusion. Two 

sets of identical twins provide the basis for ongoing incidents of mistaken identity, within a 

lively plot of quarrels, arrests, and a grand courtroom denouement. One of Shakespeare's earliest 

dramatic efforts, the play abounds in his trademark conceits, puns, and other forms of fanciful 

wordplay. 

Coriolanus (Tragedy) 4 

Shakespeare's last and greatest tragedy, *Coriolanus* dramatizes the conflict between pride and 

envy--those two antagonists which were the favorite characters of ancient myth. 

Coriolanus is a man of Virtue, when virtue meant 'manliness' not 'modest chastity.' Above all, he 

had the virtue of pursuing virtue, which he refused to compromise and which he refused to hide. 

In contrast, the aristocracy and the mob whom they serve despised Coriolanus precisely because 

he was good and refused to be otherwise. 

Henry IV, Part One (History) 4 

Henry Bolingbroke has usurped his cousin, Richard II, to become King of England. News comes 

of a rebellion in Wales, where his cousin, Edmund Mortimer, has been taken prisoner by Owen 

Glendower, and in the North, where Harry Hotspur, the young son of the Earl of 

Northumberland, is fighting the Earl of Douglas. The king’s problems mount up and he is forced 

to postpone his proposed participation in a crusade. Moreover, his heir, Henry, known as Hal, 

shows no interest in princely matters and spends all his time in the London taverns with 

disreputable companions, particularly one dissolute old knight, Sir John Falstaff… 

Henry IV, Part Two (History) 4 

King Henry IV has been victorious at the battle of Shrewsbury but the Earl of Northumberland 

hears rumours that his son, Harry Hotspur, has been the victor. Northumberland and the 

Archbishop of York decide to oppose the king’s forces, led by Prince John. The news of 

Hotspur’s death finally comes, however, and Hotspur’s widow and Lady Northumberland urge 



them not to continue with their rebellion. The Lord Chief Justice criticises Sir John Falstaff for 

his behaviour during the wars but gives his blessing to him in his intention to join Prince John’s 

forces. Before Falstaff can leave he is arrested for his debt to Mistress Quickly, the landlady of 

the Boar’s Head tavern. They both land up in court where Falsaff persuades her to patch up their 

differences. Prince Hal and his friend Poins, arrive at the tavern, disguised as servants. 

Acquaintances between Hal and Falstaff and his companions are renewed. Pistol arrives and tells 

Falstaff that he should have departed for the wars by now. Hal and his friends remain, still 

dressed as servants, although the king is sick, and worried about the succession. Falstaff recruits 

men, conforming to his usual corrupt methods… 

Henry V (History) 4 

By the time depicted in this play, Henry has turned into the greatest of English kings. Though he 

has retained the common touch and sense of humor he showed as Falstaff's bosom buddy in the 

two parts of Henry IV, he has become fiercely focused. He punishes those who have plotted 

against him; in battle against the French, he shows himself an indomitable leader of men; and, at 

the end, he conquers even the heart of Catherine, the beautiful daughter of the French king. 

Much Ado About Nothing (Comedy) 4 

In Messina, as Don Pedro, the Prince of Arragon, and his officers return from a recently 

concluded war, a message comes to Leonato that the prince intends to visit his house for a 

month. The Duke’s party arrives with Count Claudio, who had before the war been attracted by 

Leonato’s only daughter, Hero. Another of the visitors is Benedick, a bachelor, who enjoys 

speaking his mind in witty argument with Hero’scousin and companion, the Lady Beatrice. 

Leonato holds a masked ball to celebrate the end of the war, and the engagement of Claudio to 

Hero is arranged while the Duke’s brother, Don John, resenting the celebrations, seeks a way to 

spoil the general happiness. Don John plots with the soldiers, Borachio and Conrade, to deceive 

Claudio into believing Hero is false to him. As a result a trick is carried out with the unwitting 

assistance of Hero’s maid, Margaret, who talks from Hero’s bedroom window with Borachio at 

night while Claudio and the Duke watch secretly from a distance, under the delusion that the girl 

at the window is Hero. 

Othello (Tragedy) 4 

In the opening scene, Iago complains to Roderigo that Othello, his Commander, has passed him 

over to promote the handsome young Cassio to be his Lieutenant. He vows to get revenge. Iago 

first asks Roderigo to tell Desdemona’s father, Brabantio, that his daughter has left to 

marry Othello, a marriage Brabantio opposes because Othello is a Moor. Brabantio 

confronts Othello, and they take their argument to the Duke, who has summoned Othello to ask 

him to sail to Cyprus to stop a Turkish invasion. Convinced by Othello and Desdemona that they 

love each other deeply despite their differences, the Duke gives Desdemona permission to travel 

with Othello. By the time they reach Cyprus the foreign threat has gone. Iago manipulates Cassio 

to make him drunk and gets Roderigo to draw him into a street fight. Iago has his revenge on 

Cassio when Othello strips Cassio of his rank for misbehavior. Then Iago decides to 

make Othello believe his wife is unfaithful. He encourages Cassio to ask Desdemona to plead 

with Othello to be reinstated. Iago suggests to Othello that Desdemona is Cassio’s lover. 



Trusting Iago, and mad with jealousy, Othello promotes Iago and asks Iago to help him kill 

Cassio and Desdemona. 

Richard II (History) 4 

Henry Bolingbroke, son of the great John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster, challenges Thomas 

Mowbray, Duke of Norfolk, accusing him of being involved in the recent death of the King’s 

uncle, the Duke of Gloucester. The challenge is to be answered by a tournament at King 

Richard’s court in Coventry, but the wayward and uncertain Richard stops the contest as it is 

about to begin. He banishes Mowbray for life and, responding to Lancaster’s pleas, he commutes 

Bolingbroke’s exile to six years. Richard enjoys the companionship of his cousin Aumerle, son 

of the Duke of York, and of Bushy, Bagot and Green, who are seen as hangers on, misleading 

him into the misgovernment of England. Gaunt dies, finally broken by his son’s banishment and 

by the state in which he sees the kingdom under Richard’s rule. Richard ignores Gaunt’s advice 

and, to the horror of his last surviving uncle, the Duke of York, claim’s Gaunt’s estates, using the 

money to fund an expedition against the Irish. He leaves York as regent in England. 

Bolingbroke, angered that his inheritance has been confiscated, returns with an invading army 

and is welcomed by the English who are led by the powerful Earl of Northumberland, Henry 

Percy. 

Richard III (History) 4 

A classic piece of Shakespearian (and therefore, literary) character development, full of irony, 

wordplay, nuance, tension, imagery, and jaw-dropping poetic virtuosity. Shakespeare's Richard 

III is simply one of the most hypnotic and effectively portrayed characters of all time- he's a 

calculating, ruthless, cooly-charismatic megalomaniac with bitter past and a knack for heroic 

feats of rhetoric. He's the quintessential antihero, a thoroughly despicable human being who is 

nonetheless incredibly fun to root for. Witnessing his swift, ruthless rise to power is a sheer 

visceral rush, and his monologues are deftly conceived works that drip with side poetry, cutting 

humor, and an almost charming sort of egotism. Reading the play, you feel like you are the 

wicked king's confidante and co-conspirator, being allowed the unique privilege of peering into 

the amoral genius' twisted soul. The experience is exciting and cathartic. Of course, there's more 

to this play than one great character- the plot (which offers a seething glimpse of a chaotic post 

civil war England) is complex and engrossing, and sees Shakespeare hurling satirical darts at the 

corruption and pretensions of the nation's leaders. By allowing Richard to succeed by appealing 

to the greed, lust, and folly of those around him, Shakespeare sends a powerful warning about 

the cyclical nature and bottomless pitfalls of political villainy and oppression. At the same time, 

he paints a grim portrait of the ultimate outcomes of greed, egotism, selfishness, vengeance, and 

megalomania that still rings true to this day (and will probably do so until our species is extinct). 

Romeo and Juliet (Tragedy) 4 

On a hot morning fighting by young servants of the Capulet and Montague families is stopped by 

the Prince, who tells them that the next person who breaks the peace will be punished with death. 

Capulet plans a feast to introduce his daughter, Juliet, who is almost fourteen, to the Count Paris 

who would like to marry her. By a mistake of the illiterate servant Peter, Montague’s son, 

Romeo, and his friends Benvolio and the Prince’s cousin Mercutio, hear of the party and decide 



to go in disguise. Romeo hopes he will see his adored Rosaline but instead he meets and falls in 

love with Juliet. 

Taming of the Shrew (Comedy) 4 

A rough-and-tumble farce centered around a lively battle of the sexes, The Taming of the Shrew 

brims with action and Shakespearean humor. The unconventional romance between a fortune-

hunter and a bitter shrew unfolds to the accompaniment of witty, fast-paced dialogue and 

physical humor in this excellent introduction to Shakespearean comedy.The freebooter Petruchio 

arrives in Padua to hear of Katharina, a beautiful heiress whose waspish rants and caustic 

personality have repelled all attempts at courtship. Professing to admire a woman of spirit, 

Petruchio immediately sets about his wooing. The initial encounter between "Kate" and her wily 

suitor is spiked with impassioned exchanges of blows as well as jests. After a madcap wedding 

ceremony, the still-protesting Kate is whisked away to be "killed with kindness" and reborn as a 

loving wife. 

Any other play that is not on the curriculum 

Shaw, George Bernard  

 Pygmalion 3 

Professor of phonetics Henry Higgins makes a bet that he can train a bedraggled Cockney flower 

girl, Eliza Doolittle, to pass for a duchess at an ambassador's garden party by teaching her to 

assume a veneer of gentility, the most important element of which, he believes, is impeccable 

speech. The play is a sharp lampoon of the rigid British class system of the day and a 

commentary on women's independence. 

Sienkiewicz, Henryk 

 Quo Vadis 4 

Henryk Sienkiewicz (1846-1916) won the 1905 Nobel Prize in Literature. A brilliant Polish writer 

and patriot, he is possibly best known abroad for his monumental historical epic Quo Vadis that 

portrays the vibrant and dissonant combination of cruel excesses and decadence of Rome during the 

reign of the corrupt Emperor Nero and the high faith of the emerging era of early Christianity. 

Quo Vadis: A Narrative of the Time of Nero, is a love story of Marcus Vinicius, a passionate young 

Roman tribune, and LygiaCallina, a beautiful and gentle Christian maiden of royal Lygian descent 

and a hostage of Rome, raised in a patrician home. At first Marcus, a typical aristocratic Roman 

libertine of his time, has no notion of love and merely desires Lygia with erotic animalistic intensity. 

Through political machinations of the elegant Petronius he contrives to have her taken by force from 

her foster home and into the decadent and terrible splendor of the court of Ceasar, setting in motion a 

course of events that culminate in his own spiritual redemption. 

Intricately researched, populated with vibrant historical figures, and gorgeous period detail, bloody 

spectacle and intimate beauty, this is an epic tapestry of the triumph of love, faith and sacrifice. 

 

 

 

 



Sinclair, Upton  

 The Jungle 3 

An ardent activist, champion of political reform, novelist, and progressive journalist, Upton 

Sinclair is perhaps best known today for The Jungle — his devastating exposé of the meat-

packing industry. A protest novel he privately published in 1906, the book was a shocking 

revelation of intolerable labor practices and unsanitary working conditions in the Chicago 

stockyards. It quickly became a bestseller, arousing public sentiment and resulting in such 

federal legislation as the Pure Food and Drug Act.|The brutally grim story of a Slavic family who 

emigrates to America, The Jungle tells of their rapid and inexorable descent into numbing 

poverty, moral degradation, and social and economic despair. Vulnerable and isolated, the family 

of JurgisRudkus struggles — unsuccessfully — to survive in an urban jungle. 

Smith, Betty  

 A Tree Grows in Brooklyn 3 

Francie Nolan yearns for life beyond her Brooklyn apartment building. While her daily routine is 

difficult, she makes the best of her situation, living with her hard-working mother, alcoholic 

father and tough little brother. Encouraged by her kind but irresponsible dad, Francie struggles to 

keep her hopes up and persevere despite all the odds against her. 

Solzhenitsyn, Aleksandr 

 One Day in the Life of IvanDenisovich 3 

The story of labor-camp inmate Ivan DenisovichShukhov, it graphically describes his struggle to 

maintain his dignity in the face of communist oppression. An unforgettable portrait of the entire 

world of Stalin's forced work camps,One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich is one of the most 

extraordinary literary documents to have emerged from the Soviet Union and confirms 

Solzhenitsyn's stature as "a literary genius whose talent matches that of Dosotevsky, Turgenev, 

Tolstoy." 

Spenser, Edmund and Toby Sumpter (updated edition)  

The Elfin Knight (Book 2 of the Faerie Queene) 4 

Edmund Spenser (1559-99) has earned the title "the poet's poet" or “prince of poets” because of 

the high poetry of his epic and because so many great poets, including Milton, Dryden, 

Tennyson, and Keats, cut their poetic teeth on The Faerie Queene. The hero of Book II is Sir 

Guyon, the knight of Temperance. But do not let that throw you. This is not a poem about 

teetotalism. As C.S. Lewis puts it, The Faerie Queene "demands of us a child's love of marvels 

and dread of bogies, a boy's thirst for adventures, a young man's passions for physical 

beauty."Eat this book. Devour it. Read it and then reread it. Make its characters and adventures 

and lessons and images a part of your mental furniture. Be enchanted. Feed your hunger for 

fantasy. Exercise your faith. Test your judgment. Form your imagination. Enter Faerie Land. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Steinbeck, John  

 East of Eden 5 

Set in the rich farmland of California's Salinas Valley, this sprawling and often brutal novel 

follows the intertwined destinies of two families—the Trasks and the Hamiltons—whose 

generations helplessly reenact the fall of Adam and Eve and the poisonous rivalry of Cain and 

Abel. 

 The Grapes of Wrath 4  

First published in 1939, Steinbeck’s Pulitzer Prize-winning epic of the Great Depression 

chronicles the Dust Bowl migration of the 1930s and tells the story of one Oklahoma farm 

family, the Joads—driven from their homestead and forced to travel west to the promised land of 

California. Out of their trials and their repeated collisions against the hard realities of an America 

divided into Haves and Have-Nots evolves a drama that is intensely human yet majestic in its 

scale and moral vision, elemental yet plainspoken, tragic but ultimately stirring in its human 

dignity. A portrait of the conflict between the powerful and the powerless, of one man’s fierce 

reaction to injustice, and of one woman’s stoical strength, the novel captures the horrors of the 

Great Depression and probes into the very nature of equality and justice in America. 

 Of Mice and Men 2 

The tragic story of the complex bond between two migrant laborers in Central California. They 

are George Milton and Lennie Small, itinerant ranch hands who dream of one day owning a 

small farm. George acts as a father figure to Lennie, who is a very large, simple-minded man, 

calming him and helping to rein in his immense physical strength. 

Stoppard, Tom  

 Hapgood 3 

With his characteristically brilliant wordplay and extraordinary scope, Tom Stoppard has 

in Hapgooddevised a play that "spins an end-of-the-cold-war tale of intrigue and betrayal, 

interspersed with explanations of the quixotic behavior of the electron and the puzzling 

properties of light" (David Richards, The New York Times). It falls to Hapgood, an extraordinary 

British intelligence officer, to try to unravel the mystery of who is passing along top-secret 

scientific discoveries to the Soviets, but as she does so, the web of personal and professional 

betrayals--doubles and triples and possibly quadruples--continues to multiply. 

 Jumpers 3 

Tom Stoppard’s play "Jumpers" is both a high-spirited comedy and a serious attempt to debate 

the existence of a moral absolute, of metaphysical reality, of God. "The new Radical Liberal 

Party has made the ex-Minister of Agriculture Archbishop of Cantebury, British astronauts are 

scrapping with each other on the moon, and spritely academics steal about London by night 

indulging in murderous gymnastics: this is the kind of manic, futuristic, topsy-turvy world in 

which Stoppard's dazzling new play is set. 

 

 

 



Stowe, Harriet Beecher  

 Uncle Tom’s Cabin 4 

Denouncing the institution of slavery in dramatic terms, the incendiary novel quickly draws the 

reader into the world of slaves and their masters. 

Stowe's characters are powerfully and humanly realized in Uncle Tom, a majestic and heroic 

slave whose faith and dignity are never corrupted; Eliza and her husband, George, who elude 

slave catchers and eventually flee a country that condones slavery; Simon Legree, a brutal 

plantation owner; Little Eva, who suffers emotionally and physically from the suffering of 

slaves; and fun-loving Topsy, Eva's slave playmate. 

Swift, Jonathan  

 Gulliver’s Travels 4 

Shipwrecked and cast adrift, Lemuel Gulliver wakes to find himself on Lilliput, an island 

inhabited by little people, whose height makes their quarrels over fashion and fame seem 

ridiculous. His subsequent encounters - with the crude giants of Brobdingnag, the philosophical 

Houyhnhnms and the brutish Yahoos - give Gulliver new, bitter insights into human behaviour. 

Swift's savage satire view mankind in a distorted hall of mirrors as a diminished, magnified and 

finally bestial species, presenting us with an uncompromising reflection of ourselves. 

Tennyson, Lord Alfred 

 Idylls of the King 4  

Tennyson had a life-long interest in the legend of King Arthur and after the huge success of his 

poem "Morted'Arthur" he built on the theme with this series of twelve poems, written in two 

periods of intense creativity over nearly twenty years. "Idylls of the King" traces the story of 

Arthur's rule, from his first encounter with Guinevere and the quest for the Holy Grail to the 

adultery of his Queen with Launcelot and the King's death in a final battle that spells the ruin of 

his kingdom. Told with lyrical and dreamlike eloquence, Tennyson's depiction of the Round 

Table reflects a longing for a past age of valour and chivalry. And in his depiction of King 

Arthur he created a hero imbued with the values of the Victorian age - one who embodies the 

highest ideals of manhood and kingship. 

Tolkien, J.R.R.  

 The Silmarillion 4 

The story of the creation of the world and of the First Age, this is the ancient drama to which the 

characters in The Lord of the Rings look back and in whose events some of them, such as Elrond 

and Galadriel, took part. The three Silmarils were jewels created by Fëanor, most gifted of the 

Elves. Within them was imprisoned the Light of the Two Trees of Valinor before the Trees 

themselves were destroyed by Morgoth, the first Dark Lord. Thereafter, the unsullied Light of 

Valinor lived on only in the Silmarils, but they were seized by Morgoth and set in his crown, 

which was guarded in the impenetrable fortress of Angband in the north of Middle-earth. The 

Silmarillion is the history of the rebellion of Fëanor against the gods, their exile from Valinor 

and return to Middle-earth, and their war against the great Enemy. 



 The Children of Hurin 3 

Long before the One Ring was forged in the fires of Mount Doom, one man—Húrin—dared to 

defy Morgoth, the first and greatest of the dark lords to plague Middle-earth. Thus did he and his 

children, Túrin and Niënor, earn the enmity of a merciless foe that would shape the destiny of all 

the ages to come. 

Tolstoy, Leo  

 Anna Karenina 12 

In their world frivolous liaisons are commonplace, but Anna and Vronsky’s consuming passion 

makes them a target for scorn and leads to Anna’s increasing isolation. The heartbreaking 

trajectory of their relationship contrasts sharply with the colorful swirl of friends and family 

members who surround them, especially the newlyweds Kitty and Levin, who forge a touching 

bond as they struggle to make a life together. Anna Karenina is a masterpiece not only because 

of the unforgettable woman at its core and the stark drama of her fate, but also because it 

explores and illuminates the deepest questions about how to live a fulfilled life. 

 War and Peace 12 

Tolstoy's epic masterpiece intertwines the lives of private and public individuals during the time 

of the Napoleonic wars and the French invasion of Russia. The fortunes of the Rostovs and the 

Bolkonskys, of Pierre, Natasha, and Andrei, are intimately connected with the national history 

that is played out in parallel with their lives. Balls and soirees alternate with councils of war and 

the machinations of statesmen and generals, scenes of violent battles with everyday human 

passions in a work whose extraordinary imaginative power has never been surpassed.  

Twain, Mark 

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer 2 

Whether forming a pirate gang to search for buried treasure or spending a quiet time at home, 

sharing his medicine with Aunt Polly's cat, the irrepressible Tom Sawyer evokes the world of 

boyhood in nineteenth century rural America. In this classic story, Mark Twain re-created a long-

ago world of freshly whitewashed fences and Sunday school picnics into which sordid characters 

and violent incidents sometimes intrudedTom and Huck Finn conceal themselves in the town 

cemetery, where they witness a grave robbery and a murder. Later, the boys, feeling 

unappreciated, hide out on a forested island while the townspeople conduct a frantic search and 

finally mourn them as dead. The friends triumphantly return to town to attend their own funeral, 

in time for a dramatic trial for the graveyard murder. A three-day ordeal ensues when Tom and 

his sweetheart, Becky Thatcher, lose their way in the very cave that conceals the murderer. 

 The Prince and the Pauper 3 

This treasured historical satire, played out in two very different socioeconomic worlds of 16th-

century England, centers around the lives of two boys born in London on the same day: Edward, 

Prince of Wales and Tom Canty, a street beggar. During a chance encounter, the two realize they 

are identical and, as a lark, decide to exchange clothes and roles--a situation that briefly, but 

drastically, alters the lives of both youngsters. The Prince, dressed in rags, wanders about the 

city's boisterous neighborhoods among the lower classes and endures a series of hardships; 

meanwhile, poor Tom, now living with the royals, is constantly filled with the dread of being 

discovered for who and what he really is. 



 Pudd’nhead Wilson 2 

Switched at birth by a young slave woman attempting to protect her son from the horrors of 

slavery, a light-skinned infant changes places with the master's white son. This simple premise is 

the basis ofPudd'nhead Wilson, a compelling drama that contains all the elements of a classic 

19th-century mystery: reversed identities, a ghastly crime, an eccentric detective, and a tense 

courtroom scene. 

First published in 1894, Twain's novel bristles with suspense. David "Pudd’nhead" Wilson, a 

wise but unorthodox lawyer who collects fingerprints as a hobby, wins back the respect of his 

townspeople when he solves a local murder in which two foreigners are falsely accused. Witty 

and absorbing, this novel features a literary first — the use of fingerprinting to solve a crime. 

This gem was Twain's last novel about the antebellum South; and despite its frequent injections 

of humor, it offers a fierce condemnation of racial prejudice and a society that condoned slavery. 

Unger, Leif  

 Peace Like a River 2 

To the list of great American child narrators that includes Huck Finn and Scout Finch, let us now 

add Reuben "Rube" Land, the asthmatic 11-year-old boy at the center of Leif Enger's remarkable 

first novel, Peace Like a River. Rube recalls the events of his childhood, in small-town 

Minnesota circa 1962, in a voice that perfectly captures the poetic, verbal stoicism of the 

northern Great Plains. "Here's what I saw," Rube warns his readers. "Here's how it went. Make 

of it what you will." And Rube sees plenty.  

In the winter of his 11th year, two schoolyard bullies break into the Lands' house, and Rube's big 

brother Davy guns them down with a Winchester. Shortly after his arrest, Davy breaks out of jail 

and goes on the lam. Swede is Rube's younger sister, a precocious writer who crafts rhymed 

epics of romantic Western outlawry. Shortly after Davy's escape, Rube, Swede, and their father, 

a widowed school custodian, hit the road too, swerving this way and that across Minnesota and 

North Dakota, determined to find their lost outlaw Davy. In the end it's not Rube who haunts the 

reader's imagination, it's his father, torn between love for his outlaw son and the duty to do the 

right, honest thing. Enger finds something quietly heroic in the bred-in-the-bone Minnesota 

decency of America's heartland. 

 

Verne, Jules  

 Around the World in Eighty Days 6 

Phileas Fogg is a rich English gentleman living in solitude. Despite his wealth, Fogg lives a 

modest life with habits carried out with mathematical precision. Having dismissed his former 

valet, James Foster, for bringing him shaving water at 84 °F instead of 86 °F, Fogg hires a 

Frenchman by the name of Jean Passepartout as a replacement. At the Reform Club, Fogg gets 

involved in an argument over an article in The Daily Telegraph stating that with the opening of a 

new railway section in India, it is now possible to travel around the world in 80 days. He accepts 

a wager for £20,000 (equal to about £1.6 million today) from his fellow club members, which he 

will receive if he makes it around the world in 80 days. Accompanied by Passepartout, he leaves 

London by train at 8:45 P.M. on Wednesday, October 2, 1872, and is due back at the Reform 

Club at the same time 80 days later, Saturday, December 21, 1872. 



 From the Earth to the Moon 6 

Written almost a century before the daring flights of the astronauts, Jules Verne’s prophetic 

novel of man’s race to the stars is a classic adventure tale enlivened by broad satire and scientific 

acumen.  

When the members of the elite Baltimore Gun Club find themselves lacking any urgent 

assignments at the close of the Civil War, their president, ImpeyBarbicane, proposes that they 

build a gun big enough to launch a rocket to the moon. But when Barbicane’s adversary places a 

huge wager that the project will fail and a daring volunteer elevates the mission to a “manned” 

flight, one man’s dream turns into an international space race. A story of rip-roaring action, 

humor, and wild imagination. 

 A Journey to the Center of the Earth 6 

Journey to the Center of the Earth is a classic 1864 science fiction novel by Jules Verne. The 

story involves German professor Otto Lidenbrock who believes there are volcanic tubes going 

toward the centre of the Earth. He, his nephew Axel, and their guide Hans descend into the 

Icelandic volcano Snæfellsjökull, encountering many adventures, including prehistoric animals 

and natural hazards, before eventually coming to the surface again in southern Italy, at the 

Stromboli volcano. From a scientific point of view, this story has not aged quite as well as other 

Verne stories, since most of his ideas about what the interior of the Earth contains have since 

been disproved, but it still manages to captivate audiences when regarded as a classic fantasy 

novel. 

 The Mysterious Island 6 

In The Mysterious Island a group of men escape imprisonment during the American Civil War 

by stealing a balloon. Blown across the world, they are air-wrecked on a remote desert island. In 

a manner reminiscent of Robinson Crusoe, the men apply their scientific knowledge and 

technical skill to exploit the island s bountiful resources, eventually constructing a sophisticated 

society in miniature. The book is also an intriguing mystery story, for the island has a secret. 

 Twenty Thousand Leagues Underthe Sea 6 

Weaving amazing scientific achievements with simple, everyday occurrences, this memorable 

tale brims with detailed descriptions of a futuristic vessel and bizarre scenes of life on the ocean's 

bottom. On-board travelers view Red Sea coral, wrecks of a historic naval battle, Antarctic ice 

shelves, and the fictional Atlantis. In addition, they confront a giant squid and belligerent 

cannibals, among other rousing adventures. 

Wallace, Lew  

 Ben Hur8 

Ben-Hur is one of the best selling books of all times. This poignant novel intertwines the life 

stories of a Jewish charioteer named Judah Ben-Hur and Jesus Christ. It explores the themes of 

betrayal and redemption. Ben-Hur's family is wrongly accused and convicted of treason during 

the time of Christ. Ben-Hur fights to clear his family's name and is ultimately inspired by the rise 

of Jesus Christ and his message. A powerful, compelling novel. 



 

Webster, John  

 The Duchess of Malfi 2 

The evils of greed and ambition overwhelm love, innocence, and the bonds of kinship in this 

dark tragedy concerning the secret marriage of a noblewoman and a commoner. John Webster’s 

great Jacobean drama detailing the fiendish schemes of two brothers who desire their wealthy 

sister’s title and estates ends with a bloody and horrifying climax. 

Wharton, Edith  

 Age of Innocence 4 

Somewhere in this book, Wharton observes that clever liars always come up with good stories to 

back up their fabrications, but that really clever liars don't bother to explain anything at all. This 

is the kind of insight that makes The Age of Innocence so indispensable. Wharton's story of the 

upper classes of Old New York, and Newland Archer's impossible love for the disgraced 

Countess Olenska, is a perfectly wrought book about an era when upper-class culture in this 

country was still a mixture of American and European extracts, and when "society" had rules as 

rigid as any in history. 

White, T.H.  

 The Once and Future King 5 

T.H. White's masterful retelling of the saga of King Arthur is a fantasy classic as legendary as 

Excalibur and Camelot, and a poignant story of adventure, romance, and magic that has 

enchanted readers for generations. 

Wilde, Oscar 

 The Importance of Being Earnest 2 

Here is Oscar Wilde's most brilliant tour de force, a witty and buoyant comedy of manners that 

has delighted millions in countless productions since its first performance in London's St. James' 

Theatre on February 14, 1895. The Importance of Being Earnest is celebrated not only for the 

lighthearted ingenuity of its plot, but for its inspired dialogue, rich with scintillating epigrams 

still savored by all who enjoy artful conversation. 

It is a farcical comedy in which the protagonists maintain fictitious personæ to escape 

burdensome social obligations. Working within the social conventions of late Victorian London, 

the play's major themes are the triviality with which it treats institutions as serious as marriage, 

and the resulting satire of Victorian ways. 

 The Picture of Dorian Gray 3 

In this celebrated work, his only novel, Wilde forged a devastating portrait of the effects of evil 

and debauchery on a young aesthete in late-19th-century England. Combining elements of the 

Gothic horror novel and decadent French fiction, the book centers on a striking premise: As 

Dorian Gray sinks into a life of crime and gross sensuality, his body retains perfect youth and 

vigor while his recently painted portrait grows day by day into a hideous record of evil, which he 

must keep hidden from the world.  



Wilder, Thornton 

 Bridge of San Luis Rey 2 

On Friday noon, July the twentieth, 1714, the finest bridge in all Peru broke and precipitated five 

travelers into the gulf below." With this celebrated sentence, Thornton Wilder begins The Bridge 

of San Luis Rey, one of the towering achievements in American fiction and a novel read 

throughout the world. 

By chance, a monk witnesses the tragedy. Brother Juniper seeks to prove that it was divine 

intervention rather than chance that led to the deaths of those who perished in the tragedy. His 

study leads to his own death -- and to the author's timeless investigation into the nature of love 

and the meaning of the human condition. 

The Bridge of San Luis Rey is now reissued in this handsome hardcover edition featuring a new 

foreword by Russell Banks. Tappan Wilder has written an engaging and thought-provoking 

afterword, which includes unpublished notes for the Pulitzer Prize–winning novel, illuminating 

photographs, and other remarkable documentary material. Granville Hicks's insightful comment 

about Wilder suggests an inveterate truth: "As a craftsman he is second to none, and there are 

few who have looked deeper into the human heart." 

 

Williams, Tennessee  

 The Glass Menagerie 3 

The Glass Menagerie is a memory play, and its action is drawn from the memories of the 

narrator, Tom Wingfield. Tom is a character in the play, which is set in St. Louis in 1937. He is 

an aspiring poet who toils in a shoe warehouse to support his mother, Amanda, and sister, Laura. 

Mr. Wingfield, Tom and Laura’s father, ran off years ago and, except for one postcard, has not 

been heard from since. 

Wodehouse, P.G.  

The Jeeves and Wooster series - 2 points each 

 (1) My Man Jeeves 

Who can forget our beloved gentleman's personal gentleman, Jeeves, who ever comes to the 

rescue when the hapless Bertie Wooster falls into trouble. My Man Jeeves is sure to please 

anyone with a taste for pithy buffoonery, moronic misunderstandings, gaffes, and aristocratic 

slapstick. 

 (2) The Inimitable Jeeves 

This classic collection of linked stories features some of the funniest episodes in the life of Bertie 

Wooster, gentleman, and Jeeves, his gentleman’s gentleman--in which Bertie's terrifying Aunt 

Agatha stalks the pages, seeking whom she may devour, while Bertie’s friend Bingo Little falls 

in love with seven different girls in succession (he marries the last, best-r omantic novelist Rosie 

M. Banks). And Bertie, with Jeeves’s help, just evades the clutches of the terrifying Honoria 

Glossop. 

 (3)  Carry On, Jeeves 

In 1920s New York City to avoid dominating Aunt Agatha, London nephew extricates chums 

from romances and back into financial care of rich relatives.  

  



(4)  Very Good, Jeeves! 

Whatever the cause of Bertie Wooster's consternation — Bobbie Wickham gives away fierce 

Aunt Agatha's dog; again in the bad books of Sir Roderick Glossop; Tuppy crushes on robust 

opera singer — Jeeves can untangle the most ferocious muddle. 

 (5)  Thank you, Jeeves 

Valet Jeeves leaves when Bertie plays the banjolele. Bertie rents a cottage from pal 'Chuffy' Lord 

Chuffnell -- but Chuffy hires Jeeves. Pauline's pop, American millionaire J. Washburn Stoker, 

wants to buy Chuffnell Hall. Pauline and Chuffy fall madly in love, and rely on Bertie to repair 

their fallout. Without Jeeves? 

 (6)  Right Ho, Jeeves 

Bertie must deal with the Market Snodsbury Grammar School prize giving, the broken 

engagement of his cousin Angela, the wooing of Madeline Bassett by Gussie Fink-Nottle, and 

the resignation of Anatole, the genius chef. Will he prevail? Only with the aid of his gentleman's 

gentleman Jeeves. 

 (7)  The Code of the Woosters 

Follow the adventures of Bertie Wooster and his gentleman’s gentleman, Jeeves, in this stunning 

new edition of one of the greatest comic novels in the English language. When Aunt Dahlia 

demands that Bertie Wooster help her dupe an antique dealer into selling her an 18th-century 

cow-creamer. Dahlia trumps Bertie's objections by threatening to sever his standing invitation to 

her house for lunch, an unthinkable prospect given Bertie's devotion to the cooking of her chef, 

Anatole. A web of complications grows as Bertie's pal Gussie Fink-Nottle asks for counseling in 

the matter of his impending marriage to Madeline Bassett. It seems Madeline isn't his only 

interest; Gussie also wants to study the effects of a full moon on the love life of newts. Added to 

the cast of eccentrics are Roderick Spode, leader of a fascist organization called the Saviors of 

Britain, who also wants that cow-creamer, and an unusual man of the cloth known as Rev. H. P. 

"Stinker" Pinker. As usual, butler Jeeves becomes a focal point for all the plots and ploys of 

these characters, and in the end only his cleverness can rescue Bertie from being arrested, 

lynched, and engaged by mistake! 

 (8)  Joy Comes in the Morning 

Steeple Bumphleigh is a very picturesque place. But for Bertie Wooster, it is a place to be 

avoided, containing not only the appalling Aunt Agatha but also her husband, the terrifying Lord 

Worplesdon. So when a certain amount of familial arm-twisting is applied, Bertie heads for the 

sticks in fear and trepidation despite the support of the irreplaceable Jeeves. 

 (9)  The Mating Season 

This is a time of love, mistaken identity, and mishap for Bertie, Gussie Fink-Nottle, and other 

guests staying at Deverill Hall. Luckily there's unflappable Jeeves to set things right. 

 

**Several more titles in the series 

  



The Little Nugget 2 

The "Little Nugget" of the title is one Ogden Ford, a spoilt, unpleasant child of overindulgent, 

wealthy parents; he is so dubbed due to his immense ransom value, being a prime target for 

kidnappers. The novel revolves around numerous schemes to kidnap the boy, for various ends. 

 A Damsel in Distress 2 

As with many Wodehouse classics, this one includes a collection of colorful characters, a 

complex love story involving many characters, and of course the happy ending where everything 

works out. It is the story of an American Composer, George Bevan, who falls in love with Maud 

(The Earl of Marshmoreton's daughter). Maud is already in love with another American, 

Geoffrey Raymond, who she met in Wales the previous year. Her brother and aunt, Lord Belpher 

and Lady Caroline Byng oppose her getting involved with the American and want her to marry 

someone from her social class. There are more characters as well, including some servants, Lady 

Caroline's son Reggie, Lord Marshmoreton's secretary Alice Faraday, and an acquaintance of 

George's Billie Dore who is in the Chorus of George's latest musical comedy. 

 Piccadilly Jim 2 

 

 Leave It to Psmith 2 

Ronald Psmith (“the ‘p’ is silent, as in pshrimp”) is always willing to help a damsel in distress. 

So when he sees Eve Halliday without an umbrella during a downpour, he nobly offers her an 

umbrella, even though it’s one he picks out of the Drone Club’s umbrella rack. Psmith is so 

besotted with Eve that, when Lord Emsworth, her new boss, mistakes him for Ralston McTodd, 

a poet, Psmith pretends to be him so he can make his way to Blandings Castle and woo her. And 

so the farce begins: criminals disguised as poets with a plan to steal a priceless diamond 

necklace, a secretary who throws flower pots through windows, and a nighttime heist that ends in 

gunplay. How will everything be sorted out? Leave it to Psmith! 

 Psmith in the City 2 

Psmith in the City finds the inimitable Psmith working at a bank and determined not to let honest 

toil depress him. 

 Life at Blandings 2 

P.G. Wodehouse entices us into the demesne of Blandings Castle - an apparent paradise where it 

is eternal high summer, with jolly parties, tea on the lawn and love trysts in the rose garden. But 

for Clarence, ninth Earl of Emsworth, there is always something to disturb this tranquil scene. 

 Or others 2 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Zusak, Markus 

 The Book Thief 4 (Parent advisory: contains offensive language) 

It is 1939. Nazi Germany. The country is holding its breath. Death has never been busier, and 

will become busier still. Liesel Meminger is a foster girl living outside of Munich, who scratches 

out a meager existence for herself by stealing when she encounters something she can’t resist–

books. With the help of her accordion-playing foster father, she learns to read and shares her 

stolen books with her neighbors during bombing raids as well as with the Jewish man hidden in 

her basement.  

In superbly crafted writing that burns with intensity, award-winning author Markus Zusak, 

author of I Am the Messenger, has given us one of the most enduring stories of our time. 

Biography and Non-Fiction 

 

Ambrose, Stephen E.  

 Band of Brothers 4 

Stephen E. Ambrose’s iconic story of the ordinary men who became the World War II’s most 

extraordinary soldiers: Easy Company, 506th Parachute Infantry Regiment, 101st Airborne 

Division, US Army. 

They were rough-and-ready guys, battered by the Depression, mistrustful and suspicious. They 

drank too much French wine, looted too many German cameras and watches, and fought too 

often with other GIs. But in training and combat they learned selflessness and found the closest 

brotherhood they ever knew. They discovered that in war, men who loved life would give their 

lives for them.  

This is the story of the men who fought, of the martinet they hated who trained them well, and of 

the captain they loved who led them. E Company was a company of men who went hungry, 

froze, and died for each other, a company that took 150 percent casualties, a company where the 

Purple Heart was not a medal—it was a badge of office. 

 Undaunted Courage 5 

From the bestselling author of Band of Brothers and D-Day, the definitive book on Lewis and 

Clark’s exploration of the Louisiana Purchase, the most momentous expedition in American 

history and one of the great adventure stories of all time. 

Ambrose has pieced together previously unknown information about weather, terrain, and 

medical knowledge at the time to provide a vivid backdrop for the expedition. Lewis is supported 

by a rich variety of colorful characters, first of all Jefferson himself, whose interest in exploring 

and acquiring the American West went back thirty years. Next comes Clark, a rugged 

frontiersman whose love for Lewis matched Jefferson’s. There are numerous Indian chiefs, and 

Sacagawea, the Indian girl who accompanied the expedition, along with the French-Indian hunter 

Drouillard, the great naturalists of Philadelphia, the French and Spanish fur traders of St. Louis, 

John Quincy Adams, and many more leading political, scientific, and military figures of the turn 

of the century. 

High adventure, high politics, suspense, drama, and diplomacy combine with high romance and 

personal tragedy to make this outstanding work of scholarship as readable as a novel. 

 

 

 



Anderson, Courtney  

 To the Golden Shore 5 

On February 12, 1812, Ann and Adoniram Judson sailed from Salem aboard the brig Caravan as 

two of the first missionaries to go out from North America. Watching the shoreline disappear 

from view, they could not have foreseen the impact of their journey on the future of the Christian 

world mission or on the thousands of men and women who would follow in their footsteps. After 

a short stay in India, they carried the Good News of Jesus Christ to the golden shore of Burma. 

Drawing on letters and church records, Courtney Anderson paints a poignant portrait of Judson’s 

early life in dealing with the conflict between his desire for material success and the inner call to 

serve God. For Adoniram Judson the golden shore brought bitter hardships, imprisonment, and 

family tragedy. Yet, he never wavered in his commitment to win people to faith in Christ and to 

translate the Bible into the Burmese language. 

Andersen, Hans Christian  

 The Fairy Tale of My Life: An Autobiography 5 

By turns vain and humble, bitter and celebratory, this self-portrait gives ample evidence of his 

extraordinary gifts as a storyteller, as he depicts the poverty of his provincial childhood; his wide 

travels, from Portugal to Turkey; his friendships and lively encounters with Kierkegaard, 

Dickens, Hugo, the Brothers Grimm, Balzac, and Liszt; and the international celebrity of his later 

years. His autobiography also provides insights into the sources of many of his most famous 

tales. This highly readable and revealing account of the inner and public life of a literary genius 

will appeal to anyone who ever delighted in Andersen's fairy tales. 
 

Baldwin, J.F.  

 The Deadliest Monster: A Christian Introduction to Worldviews 3 

In an exciting journey that begins with our assumptions about the nature of man, The Deadliest 

Monster explores the impact that such assumptions have on our beliefs about God, truth, 

morality, psychology and politics. Not surprisingly, the initial assumption colors all other beliefs, 

so that the book becomes a fascinating catalogue of the ways in which the Christian perspective 

better matches reality. 

 

Behe, Michael  

 Darwin’s Black Box 4 

Naming Darwin’s Black Box to the National Review’s list of the 100 most important nonfiction 

works of the twentieth century, George Gilder wrote that it “overthrows Darwin at the end of the 

twentieth century in the same way that quantum theory overthrew Newton at the beginning.” 

Discussing the book in The New Yorker in May 2005, H. Allen Orr said of Behe, “he is the most 

prominent of the small circle of scientists working on intelligent design, and his arguments are 

by far the best known.” From one end of the spectrum to the other, Darwin’s Black Box has 

established itself as the key text in the Intelligent Design movement—the one argument that must 

be addressed in order to determine whether Darwinian evolution is sufficient to explain life as 

we know it, or not. 

 

 

 

 



Bainton, Roland Herbert Bainton 

 Here I Stand: A Life of Martin Luther 4 

The Reformation of the sixteenth century was a vast and complicated movement. It involved 

kings and peasants, cardinals and country priests, monks and merchants. It spread from one end 

of Europe to the other, and manifested itself in widely differing forms. Yet in spite of its diverse 

and complex character, to start to understand the Reformation you need know only one name: 

Martin Luther. Roland Bainton’s Here I Stand: A Life of Martin Luther remains the definitive 

introduction to the great Reformer and is essential reading for anyone seeking to understand this 

towering historical figure. 

 

Bible, The  

 Any 40 chapters=1 point  

 

Blamires, Harry  

 The Christian Mind 4 

In this now classic book, noted scholar and author Harry Blamires perceptively diagnoses some 

of the weaknesses besetting the church with insights as fresh and relevant today as they were in 

the 1960s. Arguing that a distinctively Christian reasoning has been swept away by secular 

modes of thought and politically correct assumptions, the author calls for the recovery of the 

authentically Christian mind.  

 

Boswell, James  

 Life of Johnson 12 

This complete and unabridged edition is the only complete critical edition in paperback. Samuel 

Johnson was a poet, essayist, dramatist, and pioneering lexicographer, but his continuing 

reputation depends less on his literary output than on the fortunate accident of finding an ideal 

biographer in James Boswell. As Johnson's constant and admiring companion, Boswell was able 

to record not only the outward events of his life, but also the humour, wit, and sturdy common 

sense of his conversation. His brilliant portrait of a major literary figure of the eighteenth 

century, enriched by historical and social detail, remains a monument to the art of biography. 

 

Bowen, Catherine Drinker  

 Miracle at Philadelphia 4 

In Miracle at Philadelphia , Catherine Drinker Bowen tells the story of the stormy, brilliant 

session of 1787 in Philadelphia which saw the birth of the Constitution of the United States. 

 

Brand, Paul  

 Fearfully and Wonderfully Made 3 

Mysterious, intricate, pulsing with energy....the human body is an endlessly fascinating 

repository of secrets. The miracle of the skin, the strength and structure of the bones, the 

dynamic balance of the muscles….your physical being is knit according to a pattern of incredible 

purpose. In Fearfully and Wonderfully Made, renowned surgeon Dr. Paul Brand and best-selling 

writer Philip Yancey explore the human body. Join them in a remarkable journey through inner 

space -- a spellbinding world of cells, systems, and chemistry that bears the impress of a still 

deeper, unseen reality. This Gold medallion Award-winning book uncovers eternal statements 

that God has made in the very structure of our bodies, presenting captivating insights into the 

Body of Christ. 



 The Gift of Pain 3 

A WORLD WITHOUT PAIN? Can such a place exist? It not only can―it does. But it’s no 

utopia. It’s a colony for leprosy patients: a world where people literally feel no pain, and reap 

horrifying consequences. His work with leprosy patients in India and the United States 

convinced Dr. Paul Brand that pain truly is one of God’s great gifts to us. In this inspiring story 

of his fifty-year career as a healer, Dr. Brand probes the mystery of pain and reveals its 

importance. As an indicator that lets us know something is wrong, pain has a value that becomes 

clearest in its absence. The Gift of Pain looks at what pain is and why we need it.  

 

Breese, David  

 Seven Men Who Rule the World from the Grave 3 

Though their bodies lie cold and dormant, the grave cannot contain the influence these seven 

men have had on today's world. They continue to rule because they have altered the thinking of 

society. They generated philosophies that have been ardently grasped by masses of people but 

are erroneous and antiscriptural. Today these ideas pervade our schools, businesses, homes, and 

even the church. 

As we continue to unknowingly subscribe to their philosophies, we keep the grave open for 

Charles Darwin, Karl Marx, Julius Wellhausen, John Dewey, Sigmund Freud, John Maynard 

Keynes, and Soren Kierkegaard. Dave Breese warns us of the dangers of believing unreservedly 

the ideas of these seven men. He also reminds us of the only man whose life and words we can 

trust completely--Jesus Christ. 

 

Brown, Daniel 

The Boys in the Boat: Nine Americans and Their Epic Quest for Gold at the 1936 Berlin 

Olympics 4 

Out of the depths of the Depression comes an irresistible story about beating the odds and 

finding hope in the most desperate of times—the improbable, intimate account of how nine 

working-class boys from the American West showed the world at the 1936 Olympics in Berlin 

what true grit really meant. 

It was an unlikely quest from the start. With a team composed of the sons of loggers, shipyard 

workers, and farmers, the University of Washington’s eight-oar crew team was never expected to 

defeat the elite teams of the East Coast and Great Britain, yet they did, going on to shock the 

world by defeating the German team rowing for Adolf Hitler. The emotional heart of the tale lies 

with Joe Rantz, a teenager without family or prospects, who rows not only to regain his shattered 

self-regard but also to find a real place for himself in the world. Drawing on the boys’ own 

journals and vivid memories of a once-in-a-lifetime shared dream, Brown has created an 

unforgettable portrait of an era, a celebration of a remarkable achievement, and a chronicle of 

one extraordinary young man’s personal quest. 

 

Bullinger, E.W. 

 The Witness of the Stars 3 

Building upon ancient astronomical sources and current scientific data, E.W. Bullinger displays 

how the constellations bear witness to the accuracy of biblical prophetic truths. Numerous 

celestial charts and diagrams are provided to lend vivid support to his conclusions. With the 

psalmist, one discovers that “the heavens declare the glory of God and the firmament showeth 

His handiwork,” thus encouraging Bible students to look upward for the coming of Christ. 

 



Carson, Ben 

 American the Beautiful: Rediscovering What Made This Nation Great 3 

What is America becoming? Or, more importantly, what can she be if we reclaim a vision for the 

things that made her great in the first place? 

In America the Beautiful, Dr. Ben Carson helps us learn from our past in order to chart a better 

course for our future. 

From his personal ascent from inner-city poverty to international medical and humanitarian 

acclaim, Carson shares experiential insights that help us understand 

… what is good about America 

… where we have gone astray 

… which fundamental beliefs have guided America from her founding into preeminence among 

nations 

Written by a man who has experienced America’s best and worst firsthand, America the 

Beautiful is at once alarming, convicting, and inspiring. You’ll gain new perspectives on our 

nation’s origins, our Judeo-Christian heritage, our educational system, capitalism versus 

socialism, our moral fabric, healthcare, and much more. 

An incisive manifesto of the values that shaped America’s past and must shape her 

future,  America the Beautiful calls us all to use our God-given talents to improve our lives, our 

communities, our nation, and our world. 

Cook, Faith  

 Selina: Countess of Huntington 5 

Deeply admired by such contemporaries as King George III, Henry Venn and George Whitefield 

(who described her as all in a flame for Jesus)Selina Hastings, Countess of Huntingdon left an 

indelible mark on the Evangelical Awakening of the Eighteenth Century. Closely involved for 

nearly forty years with the leaders of the revival, she gave herself unstintingly to the cause of 

Christ, contributing sacrificially to the construction of sixty-four chapels, the opening of many 

more, and the founding of Trevecca College in Wales. Drawing on unpublished sources, Faith 

Cook gives a deeper and truer-to-life portrait than any previously available. She introduces the 

reader to a gallery of eighteenth-century personalities, among whom the Countess secured an 

entrance for the gospel through the powerful preaching of such men as George Whitefield, 

William Romaine and John Fletcher. This major new biography not only rescues the Countess 

from undeserved obscurity and misrepresentation, but also shows what God can accomplish 

through the tireless labours of a godly woman whose heart's desire was that the dear Lamb of 

God, my best, my eternal, my only Friend should have all dedicated to his service and glory. 

 

 

Dallimore, Arnold A. 

 George Whitefield 3 

God's accomplishments through George Whitefield are to this day virtually unparalleled. In an 

era when many ministers were timid and apologetic in their preaching, he preached the gospel 

with zeal and undaunted courage. In the wake of his fearless preaching, revival swept across the 

British Isles, and the Great Awakening transformed the American colonies. 



 

Duckett, Eleanor Shipley  

 Alfred the Great 3 

Filled with drama and action, here is the story of the ninth-century life and times of Alfred—

warrior, conqueror, lawmaker, scholar, and the only king whom England has ever called "The 

Great." Based on up-to-date information on ninth-century history, geography, philosophy, 

literature, and social life, it vividly presents exciting views of Alfred in every stage of his long 

career and leaves the reader with a sharply-etched picture of the world of the Middle Ages. 
 

Elliot, Elisabeth  

 A Chance to Die 4 

A Chance to Die is a vibrant portrayal of Amy Carmichael, an Irish missionary and writer who 

spent fifty-three years in south India without furlough. There she became known as "Amma," or 

"mother," as she founded the Dohnavur Fellowship, a refuge for underprivileged children. 

Amy's life of obedience and courage stands as a model for all who claim the name of Christ. She 

was a woman with desires and dreams, faults and fears, who gave her life unconditionally to 

serve her Master. 

 Through Gates of Splendor 3 

Through Gates of Splendor is the true story of five young missionaries who were savagely killed 

while trying to establish communication with the Auca Indians of Ecuador. The story is told 

through the eyes of Elisabeth Elliot, the wife of one of the young men who was killed. 

 

Foxe, John  

 Foxe’s Book of Martyrs 6 

Published early in the reign of Queen Elizabeth I, of England, only five years after the death of 

the Roman Catholic Queen Mary, the work is an affirmation of the Protestant Reformation in 

England during the ongoing period of religious conflict between Catholics and Protestants. Since 

the English monarchs also asserted control over the Church in England, a change in rulers could 

change the legal status of religious practices. As a consequence, adherents of one religion risked 

judicial execution by the State depending on the attitudes of the rulers. During Mary's reign, 

common people of Christian faith were publicly burned at the stake in an attempt to eliminate 

dissension from Catholic doctrines. Foxe's account of Mary's reign and the martyrdoms that took 

place during it contributed very significantly to the belief in a distinction from the Roman 

Catholic Church and the Pope as a central aspect of English national identity. By compiling his 

record, Foxe intended to demonstrate a historical justification for the foundation of the Church of 

England as a contemporary embodiment of the true and faithful church, rather than as a newly 

established Christian denomination. 
 

Garrido, Augie 

 Life is Yours to Win: Lessons Forged from the Purpose, Passion & Magic of Baseball 2 

FROM THE WINNINGEST COACH IN NCAA DIVISION I HISTORY, A GUIDE TO 

PRACTICING PERFECT AND PLAYING FOR FUN  

While the statistics speak for themselves, Augie Garrido, the legendary baseball coach, is far 

from a “win-at-all-costs” leader. Rather, he focuses on building men of quality, teaching that 

lessons learned on the diamond can be applied to any facet of life. Life Is Yours to Win offers a 

refreshing approach to seizing life’s opportunities and understanding that trophies are not the 

true goal. 



Goodwin, Doris Keane  

 Team of Rivals: the Political Geniusof Abraham Lincoln 10 

Acclaimed historian Doris Kearns Goodwin illuminates Lincoln's political genius in this highly 

original work, as the one-term congressman and prairie lawyer rises from obscurity to prevail 

over three gifted rivals of national reputation to become president.This brilliant multiple 

biography is centered on Lincoln's mastery of men and how it shaped the most significant 

presidency in the nation's history. 
 

Guillen, Michael  

 Five Equations that Changed the World 3 

Dr. Michael Guillen, known to millions as the science editor of ABC's Good Morning America, 

tells the fascinating stories behind five mathematical equations. 

As a regular contributor to daytime's most popular morning news show and an instructor at 

Harvard University, Dr. Michael Guillen has earned the respect of millions as a clear and 

entertaining guide to the exhilarating world of science and mathematics. 

Now Dr. Guillen unravels the equations that have led to the inventions and events that 

characterize the modern world, one of which -- Albert Einstein's famous energy equation, E=mc2 

-- enabled the creation of the nuclear bomb. Also revealed are the mathematical foundations for 

the moon landing, airplane travel, the electric generator -- and even life itself. 

Praised by Publishers Weekly as "a wholly accessible, beautifully written exploration of the 

potent mathematical imagination," and named a Best Nonfiction Book of 1995, the stories 

behind The Five Equations That Changed the World, as told by Dr. Guillen, are not only 

chronicles of science, but also gripping dramas of jealousy, fame, war, and discovery. 

Harris, Alex and Brett  

 Do Hard Things: A Teenage Rebellion Against Low Expectations 2 

A generation stands on the brink of a "rebelution." A growing movement of young people is 

rebelling against the low expectations of today's culture by choosing to "do hard things" for the 

glory of God.  And Alex and Brett Harris are leading the charge. 

Do Hard Things is the Harris twins' revolutionary message in its purest and most compelling 

form, giving readers a tangible glimpse of what is possible for teens who actively resist cultural 

lies that limit their potential. 

Combating the idea of adolescence as a vacation from responsibility, the authors weave together 

biblical insights, history, and modern examples to redefine the teen years as the launching pad of 

life.  Then they map out five powerful ways teens can respond for personal and social change. 

Written by teens for teens, Do Hard Things is packed with humorous personal anecdotes, 

practical examples, and stories of real-life rebelutionaries in action. This rallying cry from the 

heart of an already-happening teen revolution challenges a generation to lay claim to a brighter 

future, starting today. 



 

 

 

Hayes, Neil and John Madden 

 When the Game Stands Tall 4 

This insider’s account of the greatest winning streak in sports history brings to life the tragedies, 

triumphs, and unforgettable characters that inspired the major motion picture. Neil Hayes takes 

readers behind the scenes at De La Salle High School, where coaching legend Bob Ladouceur 

led his football team to a historic 13-year run of consecutive wins. A coming-of-age saga as well 

as an exciting sports story, When the Game Stands Tall provides a deft portrait of the enigmatic 

and visionary coach who instills in his players a discipline, commitment, and dedication to doing 

one's best that endure well beyond high school.  

Hillenbrand, Laura 

Unbroken: A World War II Story of Survival, Resilience, and Redemption 6 

ADVISORY: Contains violence and some offensive language 

In boyhood, Louis Zamperini was an incorrigible delinquent. As a teenager, he channeled his 

defiance into running, discovering a prodigious talent that had carried him to the Berlin 

Olympics. But when World War II began, the athlete became an airman, embarking on a journey 

that led to a doomed flight on a May afternoon in 1943. When his Army Air Forces bomber 

crashed into the Pacific Ocean, against all odds, Zamperini survived, adrift on a foundering life 

raft. Ahead of Zamperini lay thousands of miles of open ocean, leaping sharks, thirst and 

starvation, enemy aircraft, and, beyond, a trial even greater. Driven to the limits of endurance, 

Zamperini would answer desperation with ingenuity; suffering with hope, resolve, and humor; 

brutality with rebellion. His fate, whether triumph or tragedy, would be suspended on the fraying 

wire of his will. 

  

Hitt, Russell T.  

 Jungle Pilot 3 

A story of faithfulness to Christ. Pilot Nate Saint and four other missionaries were killed in 

Ecuador by the people they had come to serve. 

 

Houghton, Frank  

 Amy Carmichael of Dohnavur 3 

"We went to see an old lady who was very ill. She had not heard the Gospel before, but was 

willing and eager to listen. So I spoke and Misaki San translated, and our hearts prayed most 

earnestly. `Lord Jesus, help her. O help her to understand and open her heart to Thee now.' She 

seemed to be just about to turn to Him in faith when she suddenly noticed my hands. It was cold 

weather and I had on fur gloves. `What are these?' she asked, stretching out her hand and 

touching mine. She was old and ill and easily distracted. I cannot remember whether or not we 

were able to recall her to what mattered so much more than gloves. But this I do remember. I 

went home, took off my English clothes, put on my Japanese kimono, and never again, I trust, 

risked so very much for the sake of so little." 

 



 

 

James, Jamie  

 Music of the Spheres 4 

For centuries, scientists and philosophers believed that the universe was a stately, ordered 

mechanism, both mathematical and musical. The perceived distances between objects in the sky 

mirrored (and were mirrored by) the spaces between notes forming chords and scales. The 

smooth operation of the cosmos created a divine harmony that composers sought to capture and 

express. Jamie James allows readers to see how this scientific philosophy emerged, how it was 

shattered by changing views of the universe and the rise of Romanticism, and to what extent it 

survives today - if at all. From Pythagoras to Newton, Bach to Beethoven, and on to the 

twentieth century of Einstein, Schoenberg, Stravinsky, Cage and Glass.A spellbinding 

examination of the interwoven fates of science and music throughout history. 

 

Koestler, Arthur 

The Sleepwalkers: A History of Man’s Changing Vision of the Universe 6 

This title presents a thought-provoking account of the scientific achievements and lives of 

cosmologists from Babylonians to Newton. 

 

Kline, Morris  

 Mathematics in Western Culture 8 

This book gives a remarkably fine account of the influences mathematics has exerted on the 

development of philosophy, the physical sciences, religion, and the arts in Western life. 

 

Kreeft, Peter  

 The Best Things in Life 4 

What are the best things in life? Questions like that may boggle your mind. But they don't boggle 

Socrates. The indomitable old Greek brings his unending questions to Desperate State 

University. With him come the same mind-opening and spirit-stretching challenge that disrupted 

ancient Athens. 

 What is the purpose of education? 

 What good is money? 

 Can computers think like people? 

 Is there a difference between Capitalism and Communism? 

 What is the greatest good? 

 Is belief in God like belief in Santa Claus? 

In twelve short, Socratic dialogues Peter Kreeft explodes contemporary values like success, 

power and pleasure. And he bursts the modern bubbles of agnosticism and subjectivism. He 

leaves you richer, wiser and more able to discern what the best things in life actually are. 

 The Unaborted Socrates: A Dramatic Debate on the Issues Surrounding Abortion 2 

Is abortion a woman's right? When does human life begin? Should we legislate morality? What 

would happen if the Socrates of old suddenly appeared in modern Athens? Peter Kreeft imagines 

the dialog that might ensue with three worthy opponents--a doctor, a philosopher and a 

psychologist--about the arguments surrounding abortion. Kreeft uses Socratic technique to strip 

away the emotional issues and get to the heart of the rational objections to abortion. Logic joins 

humor as Socrates challenges the standard rhetoric and passion of the contemporary debate. 



A Refutation of Moral Relativism:Interviews with an Absolutist 2 

No issue is more fateful for civilization than moral relativism. History knows not one example of 

a successful society which repudiated moral absolutes. Yet most attacks on relativism have been 

either pragmatic (looking at its social consequences) or exhorting (preaching rather than 

proving), and philosophers' arguments against it have been specialized, technical, and scholarly. 

In his typical unique writing style, Peter Kreeft lets an attractive, honest, and funny relativist 

interview a "Muslim fundamentalist" absolutist so as not to stack the dice personally for 

absolutism. In an engaging series of personal interviews, every conceivable argument the "sassy 

Black feminist" reporter Libby gives against absolutism is simply and clearly refuted, and none 

of the many arguments for moral absolutism is refuted. 

 Between Heaven and Hell 2 

On November 22, 1963, three great men died within a few hours of each other: C. S. Lewis, John 

F. Kennedy and Aldous Huxley. All three believed, in different ways, that death is not the end of 

human life. Suppose they were right, and suppose they met after death. How might the 

conversation go? Peter Kreeft imagines their discussion as a part of The Great Conversation that 

has been going on for centuries. Does human life have meaning? Is it possible to know about life 

after death? What if one could prove that Jesus was God? With Kennedy taking the role of a 

modern humanist, Lewis representing Christian theism and Huxley advocating Eastern 

pantheism, the dialogue is lively and informative. 

 

Landon, Margaret  

 Anna and the King of Siam 4 

Anna Leonowens, a proper Englishwoman, was an unlikely candidate to change the course of 

Siamese (Thai) history. A young widow and mother, her services were engaged in the 1860's by 

King Mongkut of Siam to help him communicate with foreign governments and be the tutor to 

his children and favored concubines. Stepping off the steamer from London, Anna found herself 

in an exotic land she could have only dreamed of lush landscape of mystic faiths and curious 

people, and king's palace bustling with royal pageantry, ancient custom, and harems. One of her 

pupils, the young prince Chulalongkorn, was particularly influenced by Leonowens and her 

Western ideals. He learned about Abraham Lincoln and the tenets of democracy from her, and 

years later he would become Siam's most progressive king. He guided the country's 

transformation from a feudal state to a modern society, abolshing slavery and making many other 

radical reforms. 

Weaving meticulously researched facts with beautifully imagined scenes, Margret Landon 

recreates an unforgettable portrait of life in a forgotten exotic land. Written more than fifty years 

ago, and translated into dozens of languages, Anna and the King of Siam (the inspiration for the 

magical play and film The King and I)continues to delight and enchant readers around the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lawson, Capt. Ted W.  

 Thirty Seconds Over Tokyo 3 

After Pearl Harbor, America seemed to have lost the war before it had begun. Allied forces were 

being beaten across the Pacific by the Japanese military juggernaut, and morale was at the 

breaking point. America desperately needed to strike back at the enemy. For this, a corps of 

heroic volunteer fliers led by Lt. Col. James H. Doolittle began training to attack the very heart 

of the Japanese Empire -- Tokyo.  

To succeed, the "Tokyo Raiders" would have to launch sixteen fully loaded B-25 twin-engine 

medium bombers off the deck of the aircraft carrier Hornet -- something never done before -- and 

land at airfields in China. Through courage and luck, the raid itself went flawlessly. But bad 

weather, lack of fuel, and darkness worked against many of the pilots -- and for many, escaping 

China proved even more perilous than the mission....  

 

Lewis, C.S.  

 An Experiment in Criticism 4 

Why do we read literature and how do we judge it? C. S. Lewis's classic An Experiment in 

Criticism springs from the conviction that literature exists for the joy of the reader and that books 

should be judged by the kind of reading they invite. He argues that 'good reading', like moral 

action or religious experience, involves surrender to the work in hand and a process of entering 

fully into the opinions of others: 'in reading great literature I become a thousand men and yet 

remain myself'. Crucial to his notion of judging literature is a commitment to laying aside 

expectations and values extraneous to the work, in order to approach it with an open mind. Amid 

the complex welter of current critical theories, C. S. Lewis's wisdom is valuably down-to-earth, 

refreshing and stimulating in the questions it raises about the experience of reading. 

 Surprised by Joy 4 
This book is not an autobiography. It is not a confession. It is, however, certainly one of the most 

beautiful and insightful accounts of a person coming to faith. Here, C.S. Lewis takes us from his 

childhood in Belfast through the loss of his mother, to boarding school and a youthful atheism in 

England, to the trenches of World War I, and then to Oxford, where he studied, read, and, 

ultimately, reasoned his way back to God. It is perhaps this aspect of Surprised by Joy that we—

believers and nonbelievers—find most compelling and meaningful; Lewis was searching for joy, 

for an elusive and momentary sensation of glorious yearning, but he found it, and spiritual life, 

through the use of reason. 

 

Lewis, Michael 

 The Blind Side: Evolution of a Game 4 

When we first meet Michael Oher is one of thirteen children by a mother addicted to crack; he 

does not know his real name, his father, his birthday, or how to read or write. He takes up 

football, and school, after a rich, white, Evangelical family plucks him from the streets. Then two 

great forces alter Oher: the family's love and the evolution of professional football itself into a 

game in which the quarterback must be protected at any cost. Our protagonist becomes the 

priceless package of size, speed, and agility necessary to guard the quarterback's greatest 

vulnerability: his blind side. 

 

 

 

 



Mall, E. Jane  

 Kitty, My Rib 2 

Katherine Luther or "Kitty" was the woman behind the great man Martin Luther. Kitty mellowed 

Luther's harsher side, kept the household from bankruptcy despite her husband's generosity and 

enhanced his life with the joys and fullness of family living. 

 

McCullough, David  

 John Adams 6 

In this powerful, epic biography, David McCullough unfolds the adventurous life journey of 

John Adams, the brilliant, fiercely independent, often irascible, always honest Yankee patriot 

who spared nothing in his zeal for the American Revolution; who rose to become the second 

president of the United States and saved the country from blundering into an unnecessary war; 

who was learned beyond all but a few and regarded by some as “out of his senses”; and whose 

marriage to the wise and valiant Abigail Adams is one of the moving love stories in American 

history. 

 1776   6  

America’s beloved and distinguished historian presents, in a book of breathtaking excitement, 

drama, and narrative force, the stirring story of the year of our nation’s birth, 1776, interweaving, 

on both sides of the Atlantic, the actions and decisions that led Great Britain to undertake a war 

against her rebellious colonial subjects and that placed America’s survival in the hands of 

George Washington. 

In this masterful book, David McCullough tells the intensely human story of those who marched 

with General George Washington in the year of the Declaration of Independence—when the 

whole American cause was riding on their success, without which all hope for independence 

would have been dashed and the noble ideals of the Declaration would have amounted to little 

more than words on paper. 

Based on extensive research in both American and British archives, 1776 is a powerful drama 

written with extraordinary narrative vitality. It is the story of Americans in the ranks, men of 

every shape, size, and color, farmers, schoolteachers, shoemakers, no-accounts, and mere boys 

turned soldiers. And it is the story of the King’s men, the British commander, William Howe, 

and his highly disciplined redcoats who looked on their rebel foes with contempt and fought with 

a valor too little known. 

Written as a companion work to his celebrated biography of John Adams, David 

McCullough’s1776 is another landmark in the literature of American history. 

The Greater Journey: the American in Paris 6 

In The Greater Journey, David McCullough tells the enthralling, inspiring—and until now, 

untold—story of the adventurous American artists, writers, doctors, politicians, and others who 

set off for Paris in the years between 1830 and 1900, hungry to learn and to excel in their work. 

What they achieved would profoundly alter American history. 

Elizabeth Blackwell, the first female doctor in America, was one of this intrepid band. Another 

was Charles Sumner, whose encounters with black students at the Sorbonne inspired him to 

become the most powerful voice for abolition in the US Senate. Friends James Fenimore Cooper 

and Samuel F. B. Morse worked unrelentingly every day in Paris, Morse not only painting what 

would be his masterpiece, but also bringing home his momentous idea for the telegraph. Harriet 

Beecher Stowe traveled to Paris to escape the controversy generated by her book, Uncle Tom’s 

Cabin. Three of the greatest American artists ever—sculptor Augustus Saint-Gaudens, painters 

Mary Cassatt and John Singer Sargent—flourished in Paris, inspired by French masters. 



Almost forgotten today, the heroic American ambassador ElihuWashburne bravely remained at 

his post through the Franco-Prussian War, the long Siege of Paris, and the nightmare of the 

Commune. His vivid diary account of the starvation and suffering endured by the people of Paris 

is published here for the first time. 

Telling their stories with power and intimacy, McCullough brings us into the lives of remarkable 

men and women who, in Saint-Gaudens’ phrase, longed “to soar into the blue.” 

The Path Between the Seas (Panama Canal) 6 

The Path Between the Seas tells the story of the men and women who fought against all odds to 

fulfill the 400-year-old dream of constructing an aquatic passageway between the Atlantic and 

Pacific oceans. It is a story of astonishing engineering feats, tremendous medical 

accomplishments, political power plays, heroic successes, and tragic failures. Applying his 

remarkable gift for writing lucid, lively exposition, McCullough weaves the many strands of the 

momentous event into a comprehensive and captivating tale. 

 The Wright Brothers 4 

On a winter day in 1903, in the Outer Banks of North Carolina, two unknown brothers from 

Ohio changed history. But it would take the world some time to believe what had happened: the 

age of flight had begun, with the first heavier-than-air, powered machine carrying a pilot. 

Who were these men and how was it that they achieved what they did? 

Far more than a couple of unschooled Dayton bicycle mechanics who happened to hit on 

success, they were men of exceptional courage and determination, and of far-ranging intellectual 

interests and ceaseless curiosity, much of which they attributed to their upbringing. The house 

they lived in had no electricity or indoor plumbing, but there were books aplenty, supplied 

mainly by their preacher father, and they never stopped reading. 

When they worked together, no problem seemed to be insurmountable. Wilbur was 

unquestionably a genius. Orville had such mechanical ingenuity as few had ever seen. That they 

had no more than a public high school education, little money and no contacts in high 

places,never stopped them in their “mission” to take to the air. Nothing did, not even the self-

evident reality that every time they took off in one of their contrivances, they risked being killed. 

In this thrilling book, master historian David McCullough draws on the immense riches of the 

Wright Papers, including private diaries, notebooks, scrapbooks, and more than a thousand 

letters from private family correspondence to tell the human side of the Wright Brothers’ story, 

including the little-known contributions of their sister, Katharine, without whom things might 

well have gone differently for them. 

  

Or any history books by David McCullough 

 

Metaxas, Eric  

 Bonhoeffer: Pastor, Martyr, Prophet,Spy 6 

As Adolf Hitler and the Nazis seduced a nation, bullied a continent, and attempted to exterminate 

the Jews of Europe, a small number of dissidents and saboteurs worked to dismantle the Third 

Reich from the inside. One of these was Dietrich Bonhoeffer—a pastor and author. In this New 

York Times best-selling biography, Eric Metaxas takes both strands of Bonhoeffer’s life—the 

theologian and the spy—and draws them together to tell a searing story of incredible moral 

courage in the face of monstrous evil. Metaxas presents the fullest accounting of Bonhoeffer’s 

heart-wrenching decision to leave the safe haven of America to return to Hitler’s Germany, and 

sheds new light on Bonhoeffer’s involvement in the famous Valkyrie plot and in “Operation 7,” 

the effort to smuggle Jews into neutral Switzerland. 



Morison, Samuel E.  

 Admiral of the Open Sea: Life of Christopher Columbus 6 

Telling the story of the greatest sailor of them all, "Admiral of the Ocean Sea" is a vivid and 

definitive biography of Columbus that details all of his voyages that, for better or worse, changed 

the world. 

 

Muller, George  

 The Autobiography of George Muller 3 

What can be accomplished in an ordinary man who trusts in an extraordinary God? George 

Muller discovered the endless possibilities! These excerpts from his diary allow Muller to tell his 

own story. Join him on his journey from a life of sin and rebellion to his glorious conversion. 

Share his struggles and triumphs as he establishes orphan homes to care for thousands of English 

children, depending on God's response to his prayer of faith to supply all things. Muller's 

unwavering, childlike dependence upon his heavenly Father will inspire you to confidently trust 

the God of the impossible in every area of your life. 
 

Nickel, James  

 Mathematics: Is God Silent? 5 

This book revolutionizes the prevailing understanding and teaching of math. The addition of this 

book is a must for all upper-level Christian school curricula and for college students and adults 

interested in math or related fields of science and religion. It will serve as a solid refutation for 

the claim, often made in court, that mathematics is one subject, which cannot be taught from a 

distinctively Biblical perspective. 

 

 

Olson, Bruce  

 Bruchko2 

What happens when a nineteen-year-old boy leaves home and heads into the jungles to 

evangelize a murderous tribe of South American Indians? For Bruce Olson, it meant capture, 

disease, terror, loneliness, and torture. But what he discovered by trial and error has 

revolutionized then world of missions. 

Bruchko, which has sold more than 300,000 copies worldwide, has been called “more fantastic 

and harrowing than anything Hollywood could concoct.” Living with the Motilone Indians since 

1961, Olson has won the friendship of four presidents of Colombia and has made appearances 

before the United Nations because of his efforts. Bruchko includes the story of his 1988 

kidnapping by communist guerrillas and the nine months of captivity that followed. This revised 

version of Olson’s story will amaze you and remind you that simple faith in Christ can make 

anything possible. 

Patterson, Robert  

 Evolution Exposed 3 

Presents students and parents with facts and information to discern the current teaching of 

evolution in the public classroom. 

 



 

Pearcey, Nancy 

 Soul of Science 4 

"This book would be an excellent text for courses on science and religion, and it should be read 

by all Christians interested in the relationship between science and their theological 

commitments." --J.P. Moreland, Professor of Philosophy, Talbot School of Theology, Biola 

University 

 

Postman, Neil  

 Amusing Ourselves to Death 3 

Originally published in 1985, Neil Postman’s groundbreaking polemic about the corrosive 

effects of television on our politics and public discourse has been hailed as a twenty-first-century 

book published in the twentieth century. Now, with television joined by more sophisticated 

electronic media—from the Internet to cell phones to DVDs—it has taken on even greater 

significance. Amusing Ourselves to Death is a prophetic look at what happens when politics, 

journalism, education, and even religion become subject to the demands of entertainment. It is 

also a blueprint for regaining controlof our media, so that they can serve our highest goals. 
 

Sarfati, Jonathan  

 Refuting Evolution 2 

A creationist response to the National Academy of Science's Teaching about Evolution and the 

Nature of Science. The latter, distributed nationwide to thousands of public school teachers, is an 

effort to saturate students with evolutionary concepts. Refuting Evolution is a cogent rebuttal, 

carefully examining the points raised in the NAS booklet: science and religion; natural selection; 

bird evolution; astronomy; the age of the earth, etc. 

 

 

Sayers, Dorothy  

 The Mind of the Maker 3 

This classic is by turns an entrancing mediation on language, a piercing commentary on the 

nature of art and why so much of what we read, hear, and see falls short, and a brilliant 

examination of the fundamental tenets of Christianity. The Mind of the Maker will be relished by 

those already in love with Dorothy L. Sayers and those who have not yet met her. 

A mystery writer, a witty and perceptive theologian, culture critic, and playwright, Dorothy 

Sayers sheds new, unexpected light on a specific set of statements made in the Christian creeds. 

She examines anew such ideas as the image of God, the Trinity, free will, and evil, and in these 

pages a wholly revitalized understanding of them emerges. The author finds the key in the 

parallels between the creation of God and the human creative process. She continually refers to 

each in a way that illuminates both. 

  

 

 

 



Letters to a Diminished Church 3 

What must a person believe to be a Christian? Dorothy Sayers lays out age-old doctrines without 

prettying-up or watering-down. She brings them vividly to life by showing how the Bible, 

history, literature, and modern science fit together to make religion not only possible but 

necessary in our time.So whether you are reading the great works of Western literature, thinking 

about your place in God's universe, or simply dealing with the thousand-and-one problems of 

daily living, this powerful book has words of both challenge and comfort for you. 

Simmons, Geoffrey  

 Billions of Missing Links 3 

Dr. Geoffrey Simmons focuses on the millions of structures and systems on the Earth that came 

about all at once, entire...with no preceding links, no subsequent links, no "sideways" links.To 

illustrate, he surveys examples like... 

 the hummingbird and its circulatory system 

 insects and insect-eating plants 

 the role of the thousands of species of viruses 

 chemical signals and the sensory apparatus that detects them 

 the self-regulating capacity of the Earth's ocean/air/soil system 

It's clear: Nature containsonly leaps, not links. Only the intelligence and purpose of an all-

powerful Designer can explain the intricate creatures, connections, and 

"coincidences" everywhere. 

 What Darwin Didn’t Know: A DoctorDissects the Theory of Evolution 3 

Darwin might have thought twice about publishing his theories if he had had access to today’s 

medical and microbiological discoveries. Drawing on years of research, Dr. Simmons 

demonstrates that the almost infinite complexity of the human anatomy simply could not have 

developed by chance. For example: 

 the body runs on “battery power”...from the hundreds of mitochondria in each cell 

 the two sexes—evolutionary theory cannot explain why they exist 

 every cell is its own pharmacist, chemist, and metallurgist 

Accessible, clearly presented, and utterly fascinating, What Darwin Didn’t Know shows the 

human body to be a marvelous system constructed by an infinitely wise Designer. 

 

 

 



Sire, James  

 Habits of the Mind 4  

A 2001 Christianity Today Book of the Year! What is an intellectual? How can you learn to 

think well? What does it mean to love God with your mind? Can the intellectual life be a 

legitimate Christiancalling? Is the intellectual life your calling? James Sire brings wit and 

wisdom to bear on these questions and their possible answers. And he offers an unusual 

"insider's view" of learning how to think well for the glory of God and for the sake of his 

kingdom. In Habits of the Mind Sire challenges you to avoid one of the greatest pitfalls of 

intellectual life--by resisting the temptation to separate being from knowing. He shows you how 

to cultivate intellectual virtues and disciplines--habits of mind--that will strengthen you in pursuit 

of your calling. And he offers assurance that intellectual life can be a true calling for Christians: 

because Jesus was the smartest man who ever lived, Sire argues, you can and should accept the 

challenge to think as well as you are able. 

 How to Read Slowly: A Christian Guide to Reading with the Mind 4  

World view expert and professor of English and literature, James Sire has written an engaging 

and practical book on reading comprehension. The title is somewhat of a misnomer since the 

book has nothing to do with the actual speed of reading but rather the process of comprehending 

what we read. He covers the genres of non-fiction, poetry, and fiction with especially helpful 

advice on how to read them. The last chapters are dedicated to the different contexts of reading 

and when and what to read. This short book takes a particular approach to reading in that it 

teaches the reader to determine the world view of the author. The author approaches this from a 

particularly Christian point-of-view, but maintains that wide reading is necessary and profitable 

to developing a world view to which we are committed. 

 The Universe Next Door 4 

For more than 30 years, The Universe Next Door has set the standard for a clear, readable 

introduction to worldviews. James Sire offers concise, easily understood introductions to theism, 

deism, naturalism, Marxism, nihilism, existentialism, Eastern monism, New Age philosophy and 

postmodernism. In a world of ever-increasing diversity, this book offers a unique resource for 

understanding the variety of worldviews that compete with Christianity for the allegiance of 

minds and hearts.  

 Discipleship of the Mind 4  

Christians who are serious about their faith want to love God with all that they are -- heart and 

mind and strength. Books abound on the devotional life, on commitment, on evangelism and 

practical Christian living, but few take up what it means to love God with our minds. How do we 

learn to honor God in the ways we think? James Sire blazes a trail for Christians concerned about 

the discipleship of our minds. After looking at the attitudes toward God and ourselves necessary 

for the journey, he introduces us to the basics of the Christian world view. Separate chapters 

discuss the foundations of knowledge and the relationship between knowing and doing. With an 

eye to the practical, Sire offers specific suggestions on getting to know what is good and getting 

to know the world. He also provides valuable insights on how Christians might approach various 

academic disciplines as disciples of Christ. Here is a book for all who desire to love God with 

their minds. 



Sobel, Dava 

 Longitude: The True Story of a Lone Genius Who Solved the Greatest Scientific Problem 

 of His Time 3 

Anyone alive in the eighteenth century would have known that "the longitude problem" was the 

thorniest scientific dilemma of the day--and had been for centuries. Lacking the ability to 

measure their longitude, sailors throughout the great ages of exploration had been literally lost at 

sea as soon as they lost sight of land. Thousands of lives and the increasing fortunes of nations 

hung on a resolution. One man, John Harrison, in complete opposition to the scientific 

community, dared to imagine a mechanical solution--a clock that would keep precise time at sea, 

something no clock had ever been able to do on land. Longitude is the dramatic human story of 

an epic scientific quest and of Harrison's forty-year obsession with building his perfect 

timekeeper, known today as the chronometer. Full of heroism and chicanery, it is also a 

fascinating brief history of astronomy, navigation, and clockmaking, and opens a new window 

on our world. 

In 1714, England's Parliament offered a reward to anyone whose method or device for measuring 

longitude proved successful. John Harrison imagined a clock that would withstand pitch and roll, 

temperature and humidity, and keep precise time at sea--something no clock had been able to do 

on land. This is the story of Harrison's 40-year effort to build his perfect timekeeper, known 

today as the chronometer.  

 

Strunk, William and E.B. White  

 Elements of Style 3 

The Elements of Style by William Strunk, Jr. is a prescriptive American English writing style 

guide comprising eight "elementary rules of usage", ten "elementary principles of composition", 

"a few matters of form", a list of forty-nine "words and expressions commonly misused", and a 

list of fifty-seven "words often misspelled". In 2011, Time magazine listed The Elements of 

Style as one of the 100 best and most influential books written in English since 1923. 
 

Swanson, James L. 

 Manhunt: The 12-Day Chase for Lincoln’s Killer 4 

The murder of Abraham Lincoln set off the greatest manhunt in American history. From April 14 

to April 26, 1865, the assassin, John Wilkes Booth, led Union cavalry and detectives on a wild 

twelve-day chase through the streets of Washington, D.C., across the swamps of Maryland, and 

into the forests of Virginia, while the nation, still reeling from the just-ended Civil War, watched 

in horror and sadness. 

James L. Swanson's Manhunt is a fascinating tale of murder, intrigue, and betrayal. A gripping 

hour-by-hour account told through the eyes of the hunted and the hunters, this is history as 

you've never read it before. 

 

 

 



Tiner, John Hudson  

 Exploring the World of Mathematics 2 

Numbers surround us. Just try to make it through a day without using any. It's impossible: 

telephone numbers, calendars, volume settings, shoe sizes, speed limits, weights, street numbers, 

microwave timers, TV channels, and the list goes on and on. The many advancements and 

branches of mathematics were developed through the centuries as people encountered problems 

and relied upon math to solve them. 

It's amazing how ten simple digits can be used in an endless number of ways to benefit man. The 

development of these ten digits and their many uses is a fascinating story. 

 Exploring the World of Chemistry 2 

Chemistry is an amazing branch of science that affects us every day, yet few people realize it, or even 

give it much thought. Without chemistry, there would be nothing made of plastic, there would be no 

rubber tires, no tin cans, no televisions, no microwave ovens, or something as simple as wax paper. 

This book presents an exciting and intriguing tour through the realm of chemistry as each chapter unfolds 

with facts and stories about the discoveries and discoverers. Find out why pure gold is not used for 

jewelry or coins. Join Humphry Davy as he made many chemical discoveries, and learn how they 

shortened his life. See how people in the 1870s could jump over the top of the Washington Monument. 

 Exploring the World of Physics 2 

Physics is a branch of science that many people consider to be too complicated to understand. In this 

exciting addition to the 'Exploring' series, John Hudson Tiner puts this myth to rest as he explains the 

fascinating world of physics in a way that students from elementary to high school can comprehend.Did 

you know that a feather and a lump of lead will fall at the same rate in a vacuum? Learn about the history 

of physics from Aristotle to Galileo to Isaac Newton to the latest advances. Discover how the laws of 

motion and gravity affect everything from the normal activities of everyday life to launching rockets into 

space. Learn about the effects of inertia firsthand during fun and informative experiments. 

 Exploring the World of Medicine 2 

From surgery to vaccines, man has made great strides in the field of medicine. Quality of life has 

improved dramatically in the last few decades alone, and the future is bright. But students must not forget 

that God provided humans with minds and resources to bring about these advances. 

A biblical perspective of healing and the use of medicine provides the best foundation for treating 

diseases and injury. In Exploring the World of Medicine, author John Hudson Tiner reveals the 

spectacular discoveries that started with men and women who used their abilities to better mankind and 

give glory to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Truss, Lynne  

 Eats, Shoots, and Leaves: The ZeroTolerance Approach to Punctuation 3 

The spirited and scholarly #1 New York Times bestseller combines boisterous history with 

grammar how-to’s to show how important punctuation is in our world—period. 

In Eats, Shoots & Leaves, former editor Lynne Truss, gravely concerned about our current 

grammatical state, boldly defends proper punctuation. She proclaims, in her delightfully urbane, 

witty, and very English way, that it is time to look at our commas and semicolons and see them 

as the wonderful and necessary things they are. Using examples from literature, history, 

neighborhood signage, and her own imagination, Truss shows how meaning is shaped by 

commas and apostrophes, and the hilarious consequences of punctuation gone awry. 

Twain, Mark  

 The Innocents Abroad 4 

In 1867, Mark Twain and a group fellow-Americans toured Europe and the Holy Land, aboard a 

retired Civil War ship known as “Quaker City.” Throughout the journey, Twain kept a written 

record of his experiences. “The Innocents Abroad” is both a travelogue and a critique of clashing 

cultures—but more importantly, it is an entertaining and insightful work written by one of the 

great masters of American prose. 

 Life on the Mississippi 4 

He was Sam Clemens, steamboat pilot, before he was Mark Twain, famous author. His better-

known name originated with the lingo of navigation, and much of his writing was informed by 

his shipboard adventures on one of the world's great rivers. In this classic of American literature, 

Twain offers lively recollections ranging from his salad days as a novice pilot to views from the 

passenger deck in the twilight of the river culture’s heyday. 

A testimonial to Twain's repute as the most popular humorist of his day, these reminiscences 

crackle with comic anecdotes and energetic witticisms. Engrossing and entertaining, this volume 

will captivate devotees of Twain, steamboat buffs, lovers of Americana, and students of 

American literature. 

 

VanAuken, Sheldon  

 A Severe Mercy 3 

Beloved, profoundly moving account of the author's marriage, the couple's search for faith and 

friendship with C. S. Lewis, and a spiritual strength that sustained Vanauken after his wife's 

untimely death. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Walker, Gabrielle  

 An Ocean of Air 3 

We don’t just live in the air; we live because of it. It’s the most miraculous substance on earth, 

responsible for our food, our weather, our water, and our ability to hear. In this exuberant book, 

gifted science writer Gabrielle Walker peels back the layers of our atmosphere with the stories of 

the people who uncovered its secrets: 

• A flamboyant Renaissance Italian discovers how heavy our air really is: The air filling 

Carnegie Hall, for example, weighs seventy thousand pounds. 

• A one-eyed barnstorming pilot finds a set of winds that constantly blow five miles above our 

heads. 

• An impoverished American farmer figures out why hurricanes move in a circle by carving 

equations with his pitchfork on a barn door. 

• A well-meaning inventor nearly destroys the ozone layer. 

• A reclusive mathematical genius predicts, thirty years before he’s proved right, that the sky 

contains a layer of floating metal fed by the glowing tails of shooting stars. 
 

Williamson, Glen  

 Susanna 2 

As the proud, beautiful daughter of the manse, Susanna would meet her match in the brilliant 

Sam Wesley. Through their children would come a revival to shake the world. 

Leaders in Action biography series 7  

 

Devotionals and Apologetics 

St. Augustine  

 Confessions 5 

The son of a pagan father and a Christian mother, Saint Augustine spent his early years torn 

between conflicting faiths and world views. His Confessions, written when he was in his forties, 

recount how, slowly and painfully, he came to turn away from his youthful ideas and licentious 

lifestyle, to become instead a staunch advocate of Christianity and one of its most influential 

thinkers. A remarkably honest and revealing spiritual autobiography, the Confessions also 

address fundamental issues of Christian doctrine, and many of the prayers and meditations it 

includes are still an integral part of the practice of Christianity today. 

 

Bonhoeffer, Dietrich  

 Letters and Papers from Prison 5 

Despite Dietrich Bonhoeffer's earlier theological achievements and writings, it was his 

correspondence and notes from prison that electrified the postwar world six years after his death 

in 1945. The materials gathered and selected by his friend Eberhard Bethge in Letters and Papers 

from Prison not only brought Bonhoeffer to a wide and appreciative readership, especially in 

North America, they also introduced to a broad readership his novel and exciting ideas of 

religionless Christianity, his open and honest theological appraisal of Christian doctrines, and his 

sturdy, if sorely tried, faith in face of uncertainty and doubt. 

  

 

 



Life Together 2 

In Life Together, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, renowned Christian minister, professor, and author of The 

Cost of Discipleship recounts his unique fellowship in an underground seminary during the Nazi 

years in Germany. Giving practical advice on how life together in Christ can be sustained in 

families and groups, Life Together is bread for all who are hungry for the real life of Christian 

fellowship. 

 The Cost of Discipleship 4 

What can the call to discipleship, the adherence to the word of Jesus, mean today to the 

businessman, the soldier, the laborer, or the aristocrat? What did Jesus mean to say to us? What 

is his will for us today? Drawing on the Sermon on the Mount, Dietrich Bonhoeffer answers 

these timeless questions by providing a seminal reading of the dichotomy between "cheap grace" 

and "costly grace." "Cheap grace," Bonhoeffer wrote, "is the grace we bestow on 

ourselves...grace without discipleship....Costly grace is the gospel which must be sought again 

and again, the girl which must be asked for, the door at which a man must know....It is costly 

because it costs a man his life, and it is grace because it gives a man the only true life." 

 

Bridges, Jerry  

 The Pursuit of Holiness 2 

“Be holy, for I am holy,” commands God. But holiness is something that is often missed in the 

Christian’s daily life. According to Navigator author Jerry Bridges, that’s because we’re not 

exactly sure what our part in holiness is. In The Pursuit of Holiness, he helps us see clearly just 

what we should rely on God to do―and what we should take responsibility for ourselves. As you 

deepen your relationship with God, learn more about His character, and understand the Holy 

Spirit’s role in holiness, your spiritual growth will mature. 

 Respectable Sins 2 

Have Christians become so preoccupied with “major” sins that we have lost sight of our need to 

deal with more subtle sins? Navigator author Jerry Bridges addresses the “acceptable” sins that 

we tend to tolerate in ourselves, including pride and anger. He goes to the heart of the matter, 

exploring our feelings of shame and grief and opening a new door to God’s forgiveness and 

grace. Travel down the road of spiritual formation with Jerry and discover your true identity as a 

loved child of God. 

 Trusting God 2 

In an effort to strengthen his own trust in God during a time of adversity, Navigator author Jerry 

Bridges began a lengthy Bible study on God’s sovereignty. The revelations changed his life. In 

Trusting God, Jerry shares the scope of God’s power to help you come to know Him better, have 

a relationship with Him, and trust Him more―even when unjust things happen. Tragedy, grief, 

loss, and death are part of life. Discover how Trusting God can reveal biblical truths about God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Bunyan, John  

 Pilgrim’s Progress 5 

Often rated as important as the Bible as a Christian document, this famous story of man's 

progress through life in search of salvation remains one of the most entertaining allegories of 

faith ever written. Set against realistic backdrops of town and country, the powerful drama of the 

pilgrim's trials and temptations follows him in his harrowing journey to the Celestial City. 

Along a road filled with monsters and spiritual terrors, Christian confronts such emblematic 

characters as Worldly Wiseman, Giant Despair, Talkative, Ignorance, and the demons of the 

Valley of the Shadow of Death. But he is also joined by Hopeful and Faithful. 

An enormously influential 17th-century classic, universally known for its simplicity, vigor, and 

beauty of language, The Pilgrim's Progress remains one of the most widely read books in the 

English language. 

 Prayer 2 

In this amazing book, John Bunyan defines prayer as the “sincere, sensible, affectionate pouring 

out of the soul to God, through Christ, in the power of the Holy Spirit, for such things as He has 

promised, for the good of the church with submission in faith to the will of God." Written while 

imprisoned in Bedford jail for nonconformity, these two treatises show Christians the beauty, 

power, and awe of true prayer. In the first, Bunyan describes prayer as being "in the Spirit", and 

"with understanding" (1 Cor. 14:15). In the second, the theme is the Christian's privilege of 

approaching "the Throne of Grace" (Heb. 4:16). Beware! says Bunyan. "You are not a Christian 

if you are not a praying person. The promise is that every one that is righteous shall pray (Ps. 

32:6). You then are a wicked wretch if you do not." Surely this is a serious call to prayer! But he 

also gives an encouragement: "If [God] had said, I will commune with thee from my throne of 

judgment, then indeed you might have trembled and fled from the face of the great and glorious 

Majesty. But when he says he will hear and commune with souls upon the throne of grace, or 

from the mercy-seat, this should encourage you, and cause you to hope, nay, to 'come boldly 

unto the throne of grace, that you may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.'" 

Surely this is a wonderful word for Christian and non-Christian alike - God is on his Throne of 

Grace, and He can be approached through prayer! Read this book, and learn of the true biblical 

understanding of prayer from one of the greatest writers in all history! 

 

Carson, D.A.  

 How Long, O Lord?:Reflections on Suffering and Evil 4  

This clear and accessible treatment of key biblical themes related to human suffering and evil is 

written by one of the most respected evangelical biblical scholars alive today. Carson brings 

together a close, careful exposition of key biblical passages with helpful pastoral applications. 

The second edition has been updated throughout. 
 

Chesterton, G.K.  

 The Everlasting Man 5 

Is man merely the accidental product of evolution? Or does Christianity provide deeper insight 

into the true nature and purpose of humankind? Published in 1925, The Everlasting Man is G. K. 

Chesterton’s exploration of the spiritual history of Western culture. 

  

 

 

 



Orthodoxy 5 

G.K. Chesterton, one of the most prolific writers of his age, converted to Catholicism in his late 

40s, but his devout Christianity and Anglicanism was a defining characteristic for much of his 

adult life, particularly under the encouragement of his wife Frances. In 1908 Chesterton 

published one of his most famous works of Christian apologetics, Orthodoxy, though the volume 

does not aim to legitimize the religion; instead, it describes the spiritual journey of a single man 

and how he personally came to believe in Christianity, and it does so with a brilliant combination 

of wit, intelligence and humor. 

 

Ferguson, Sinclair 

 The Holy Spirit 4 

The Holy Spirit, once forgotten, has been "rediscovered" in the twentieth century--or has he? 

Sinclair Ferguson believes we should rephrase this common assertion: "While his work has been 

recognized, the Spirit himself remains to many Christians an anonymous, faceless aspect of the 

divine being." In order to redress this balance, Ferguson seeks to recover the who of the Spirit 

fully as much as the what and how. Ferguson's study is rooted and driven by the scriptural story 

of the Spirit in creation and redemption. Throughout he shows himself fully at home in the 

church's historical theology of the Spirit and conversant with the wide variety of contemporary 

Christians who have explored the doctrine of the Holy Spirit. Foundational issues are surveyed 

and clarified. Hard questions are explored and answered. Clarity and insight radiate from every 

page. Here is the mature reflection of a Reformed theologian who will summon respect and 

charity from those who disagree. 

 

Geisler, Norman and William Nix  

 From GodToUs: How We Got Our Bible 5 

Where did the Bible come from' How do we know the right books are in the Bible' Does the 

Bible contain errors' What are the oldest copies we have of the Bible' How do we know that the 

Bible hasn't been changed over the years' Why are there so many translations of the Bible, and 

which one should I use' These are just some of the important questions about the Bible that are 

discussed in this book. Understanding basic facts about the origin of the Bible is essential for 

every Christian, but it can also be confusing and difficult. Here, two well-known scholars, 

authors of a more technical book, A General Introduction to the Bible, explain simply and clearly 

these basic facts. Inspiration, the biblical canon, major manuscripts, textual criticism, early 

translations, and modern versions are some of the major topics discussed. Careful explanations 

of important points are given throughout, as the entire field of biblical introduction is covered.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



George, Elizabeth  

 Beautiful in God’s Eyes 2 

Guiding women through Proverbs 31, beloved Bible teacher Elizabeth George shows how God 

defines beauty and reveals how His "plan for success" is totally achievable.Insightful and 

practical, this book reveals how women can make each day meaningful and delight in what God 

accomplishes through them. Readers will discover how to... 

 experience progress toward goals 

 manage daily life more effectively 

 tap into unlimited energy 

 apply God's principles to relationships 

Women will feel greater confidence and enjoy rich daily rewards as they realize who they are in 

Christ and what they can do when they follow His formula for true beauty. 

 A Woman After God’s Own Heart 2 

Experience real peace and joy as you follow God in every area of your life--and become a 

woman after His heart. With warmth and grace, Elizabeth George shares practical, scriptural 

insights on how you can pursue God's priorities when it comes to... 

 your husband--foster a deep commitment to serving and honoring him 

 your children--pray faithfully for them and teach them God's Word 

 your home--create a nurturing atmosphere and a tapestry of beauty 

 your walk with the Lord--grow through love of Scripture and in spiritual maturity 

 your ministry--learn to reach out and be a blessing to others 

Let God fulfill His greatest desire for you. Allow Him to transform you by embracing His plans 

for you. And find real purpose in a life of prayer, a life of priorities, a life as A Woman After 

God's Own Heart. 
 

Hurnard, Hannah  

 Hinds’ Feet on High Places 2 

Much-Afraid had been in the service of the Chief Shepherd, whose great flocks were pastured 

down in the Valley of Humiliation. She lived with her friends and fellow workers Mercy and 

Peace in a tranquil little white cottage in the village of Much-Trembling. She loved her work and 

desired intensely to please the Chief Shepherd, but happy as she was in most ways, she was 

conscious of several things which hindered her in her work and caused her much secret distress 

and shame. Here is the allegorical tale of Much-Afraid, an every-woman searching for guidance 

from God to lead her to a higher place. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Kierkegaard, Søren 

 The Sickness Unto Death 4 

One of the most remarkable philosophical works of the nineteenth century, The Sickness Unto 

Death is also famed for the depth and acuity of its modern psychological insights. Writing under 

the pseudonym Anti-Climacus, Kierkegaard explores the concept of 'despair', alerting readers to 

the diversity of ways in which they may be described as living in this state of bleak abandonment 

- including some that may seem just the opposite - and offering a much-discussed formula for the 

eradication of despair. With its penetrating account of the self, this late work by Kierkegaard was 

hugely influential upon twentieth-century philosophers including Karl Jaspers, Jean-Paul Sartre 

and Albert Camus. The Sickness unto Death can be regarded as one of the key works of theistic 

existentialist thought - a brilliant and revelatory answer to one man's struggle to fill the spiritual 

void. 

 

Larsson, Goran  

 Bound for Freedom: A Thematic Approach to Exodus 4 

Bound for Freedom demonstrates that the book of Exodus presents a defining act of liberation 

not only in Judaism, but also in the Christian understanding of salvation history. That defining 

act, Larsson argues, takes place at Sinai with the giving of the Torah. Thus Exodus is not about 

unconditional freedom; rather, as the title of this book suggests, there is no freedom without 

boundaries. While doing justice to the historical setting of Exodus, Larsson stresses the history of 

theological interpretation, beginning with early Jewish interpretive traditions. The results 

illustrate both the vitality of those traditions and the spiritual and moral relevance of Exodus for 

today's reader. 

 

Lewis, C.S.  

 God in the Dock 6  

"C. S. Lewis struck me as the most thoroughly converted man I ever met," observes Walter 

Hooper in this book's preface. "His whole vision of life was such that the natural and the 

supernatural seemed inseparably combined." 

God in the Dock contains forty-eight essays and twelve letters written by Lewis between 1940 

and 1963. Ranging from popular newspaper articles to learned defenses of the faith, these pieces 

cover topics as varied as the logic of theism, good and evil, miracles, the role of women in the 

church, and ethics and politics. Many represent Lewis's first ventures into themes he would later 

treat in full-length books. 

 Mere Christianity 4  

"One of the most popular and beloved introductions to Christian faith ever written 'Mere 

Christianity' has sold millions of copies worldwide. This book brings together Lewis's legendary 

broadcast talks of the war years, talks in which he set out simply 'to explain and defend the belief 

that has been common to nearly all Christians at all times'. Rejecting the boundaries that divide 

Christianity's many denominations, C.S. Lewis provides an unequaled opportunity for believers 

and non believers alike to hear a powerful, rational case for the Christian faith. It is a collection 

of scintillating brilliance that remains strikingly fresh for the modern reader and at the same time 

confirms C.S. Lewis's reputation as one of the leading writers and thinkers of our age." 

 Miracles 4  

In the classic Miracles, C.S. Lewis, the most important Christian writer of the 20th century, 

argues that a Christian must not only accept but rejoice in miracles as a testimony of the unique 

personal involvement of God in his creation.  



 The Abolition of Man 4  

In the classic The Abolition of Man, C.S. Lewis, the most important Christian writer of the 20th 

century, sets out to persuade his audience of the importance and relevance of universal values 

such as courage and honor in contemporary society. Both astonishing and prophetic, The 

Abolition of Man is one of the most debated of Lewis’s extraordinary works. National 

Review chose it as number seven on their "100 Best Nonfiction Books of the Twentieth 

Century." 

 The Problem of Pain 4  

In The Problem of Pain, C.S. Lewis, one of the most renowned Christian authors and thinkers, 

examines a universally applicable question within the human condition: “If God is good and all-

powerful, why does he allow his creatures to suffer pain?” With his signature wealth of 

compassion and insight, C.S. Lewis offers answers to these crucial questions and shares his hope 

and wisdom to help heal a world hungering for a true understanding of human nature. 

 
MacArthur, John 

 Slave: the Hidden Truth About Your Identity in Christ 4 

In this gripping book, Dr. John MacArthur uses deep Bible teaching and historical evaluation to 

expertly uncover the one forgotten word that restores the Bible's definition of true Christian 

freedom: SLAVE. 

"Dr. John MacArthur is never afraid to tell the truth and in this book he does just that. The 

Christian's great privilege is to be the slave of Christ. Dr. MacArthur makes it clear that this is 

one of the Bible's most succinct ways of describing our discipleship. This is a powerful 

exposition of Scripture, a convincing corrective to shallow Christianity, a masterful work of 

pastoral encouragement...a devotional classic." - Dr. R. Albert Mohler, President, The Southern 

Baptist Theological Seminary 

"John MacArthur expertly and lucidly explains that Jesus frees us from bondage into a royal 

slavery that we might be His possession. Those who would be His children must, paradoxically, 

be willing to be His slaves." - Dr. R.C. Sproul 

 Twelve Extraordinary Women: How God Shaped Women of the Bible, and What He 

 Wants to Do with You 2 

Readers will be challenged and motivated by Twelve Extraordinary Women, a poignant and 

personal look into the lives of some of the Bible's most faithful women. Their struggles and 

temptations are the same trials faced by all believers at all ages. Inside this book, best-selling 

author and Bible teacher John MacArthur shows that the God to whom they were so committed 

is the same God who continues to mold and use ordinary people today. 

 Twelve Ordinary Men: How the Master Shaped His Disciples for Greatness, and What He 

Wants to Do with You 2 

Contrary to popular belief, we do not have to be perfect to do God's work. Look no further than 

the twelve disciples whose many weaknesses are forever preserved throughout the pages of the 

New Testament. Jesus chose ordinary men - fisherman, tax collectors, political zealots - and 

turned their weakness into strength, producing greatness from utter uselessness. MacArthur 

draws principles from Christ's careful, hands-on training of the original twelve disciples for 

today's modern disciple - you. 



Machen, J. Gresham  

 Christianity and Liberalism 5 

This classic defense of orthodox Christianity, written to counter the liberalism that arose in the 

early 1900s, establishes the importance of scriptural doctrine and contrasts the teachings of 

liberalism and orthodoxy on God and man, the Bible, Christ, salvation, and the church. 

J. Gresham Machen’s Christianity and Liberalism has remained relevant through the years ever 

since its original publication in 1923. It was named one of the top 100 books of the millennium 

by World magazine and one of the top 100 books of the twentieth century by Christianity Today. 

 

Murray, John  

 Redemption Accomplished and Applied 4  

Murray explores the biblical passages dealing with the necessity, nature, perfection, and extent of 

the atonement, and goes on to identify the distinct steps in the Bible's presentation of how the 

redemption accomplished by Christ is applied progressively to the life of the redeemed. 
 

Myers, Kenneth 

All God’s Children in Blue Suede Shoes 2 

Every generation faces unique challenges. 

The first-century Church had Caesar’s lions and the Colosseum. And, while it might seem like an 

unlikely comparison, the challenge of living with popular culture may well be as serious as 

persecution was for the saints of old. 

Today we witness the tremendous power of pop culture to set the pace and priorities of our lives. 

We simply cannot afford to be indifferent about culture’s influence—nor can we escape it, glibly 

condemn it, or Christianize it. Cultural expert Ken Myers helps us to engage pop culture from a 

historical and experiential perspective so that we can live in it with wisdom and discernment. 

Nouwen, Henri 

 Life of the Beloved: Spiritual Living in a Secular World 2 

Initially written for a Jewish friend, Life of the Beloved has become Henri Nouwen’s greatest 

legacy to Christians around the world. This sincere testimony of the power and invitation of 

Christ is indeed a great guide to a truly uplifting spiritual life in today’s world. 
Return of the Prodigal Son: A Story of Homecoming 2 

A chance encounter with a reproduction of Rembrandt's The Return of the Prodigal 

Son catapulted Henri Nouwen on a long spiritual adventure. Here he shares the deeply personal 

and resonant meditation that led him to discover the place within where God has chosen to dwell. 

In seizing the inspiration that came to him through Rembrandt's depiction of the powerful Gospel 

story, Henri Nouwen probes the several movements of the parable: the younger son's return, the 

father's restoration of sonship, the elder son's vengefulness, and the father's compassion. In his 

reflection on Rembrandt in light of his own life journey, the author evokes a powerful drama of 

the parable in a rich, capativating way that is sure to reverberate in the hearts of readers. The 

themes of homecoming, affirmation, and reconciliation will be newly discovered by all who have 

known loneliness, dejection, jealousy, or anger. The challenge to love as the father and be loved 

as the son will be seen as the ultimate revelation of the parable known to Christians throughout 

time, and here represented with a vigor and power fresh for our times. 



Packer, J.I. 

 Knowing God 4  

Knowing God brings together two important facets of the Christian faith― knowing about God 

and also knowing God through the context of a close relationship with the person of Jesus Christ. 

Written in an engaging and practical tone, this thought-provoking work seeks to transform and 

enrich the Christian understanding of God. Explaining both who God is and how we can relate to 

him, Packer divides his book into three sections: The first directs our attention to how and why 

we know God, the second to the attributes of God and the third to the benefits enjoyed by a those 

who know him intimately. This guide leads readers into a greater understanding of God while 

providing advice to gaining a closer relationship with him as a result. 

 

Pink, A.W. 

 The Sovereignty of God 4 

Who is regulating affairs on this earth today - God, or the Devil? That God reigns supreme in 

Heaven, is generally conceded; that He does so over this world, is almost universally denied-if 

not directly, then indirectly. More and more are men in their philosophizing and theorizing, 

relegating God to the background. Take the material realm. Not only is it denied that God created 

everything, by personal and direct action, but few believe that He has any immediate concern in 

regulating the works of His own hands. Everything is supposed to be ordered according to the 

(impersonal and abstract) "laws of Nature". Thus is the Creator banished from His own creation. 

Therefore we need not be surprised that men, in their degrading conceptions, exclude Him from 

the realm of human affairs. 

 

Piper, John  

 Desiring God 4 

Satisfaction…Happiness…Joy. According to John Piper, the pursuit of pleasure in God is not 

only permissible, it’s essential. 

Desiring God is a paradigm-shattering work that dramatically alters common perspectives on 

relating to God.  Piper reveals that there really is no need to choose between duty and delight in 

the Christian life. In fact, for the follower of Jesus, delight is the duty as Christ is most magnified 

in His people when they are most satisfied in Him. 

Constantly drawing on Scripture to build his case, Piper shows why pursuing maximum joy is 

essential to glorifying God. He discusses the implications of this for conversion, worship, love, 

Scripture, prayer, money, marriage, missions, and suffering. 

Piper beckons us to approach God with the hedonist’s abandon. Finally, we are freed to enjoy 

Jesus—not only as our Lord and Savior, but also as our all-surpassing, soul-satisfying Treasure. 

Desiring God may turn your Christian world upside down. And that will be a good thing, for the 

glory of God, and for your deepest joy. 
 

Prentiss, Elizabeth  

 Stepping Heavenward 4 

"How dreadfully old I am getting! Sixteen!" So begins 'Stepping Heavenward' by Elizabeth 

Prentiss, the journal-like account of a nineteenth century girl who learns, on the path to 

womanhood, that true happiness can be found in giving oneself for others. "This book is a 

treasure of both Godly and womanly wisdom told with disarming candor and humility, yet 

revealing a deep heart's desire to know God," says noted Christian speaker Elisabeth Elliot.  
 



St. Thomas à Kempis  

 Of the Imitation of Christ 4 

First published anonymously in 1418, Thomas à Kempis's The Imitation of Christ is a classic 

Christian devotional work that has been read through the ages by such notable figures as Sir 

Thomas More, John Wesley, and Pope John Paul I. A meditation on spiritual life, it offers 

instructions for renouncing worldly vanity and discovering eternal truths with the goal of living 

out the teachings of Jesus by taking inspiration from his life. More widely read and more 

influential than any spiritual work except the Bible, The Imitation of Christ has offered guidance 

and solace to people of all faiths since its publication and retains its power today. 
 

Saucy, Robert  

 The Common Made Holy 2 

Neil Anderson, author of the bestselling Bondage Breaker, teams up with Robert Saucy to 

present an extraordinary book on how Christ transforms the life of a believer. At the moment of 

salvation, all our sins are forgiven--past, present and future. Christ's righteousness becomes ours. 

Here, the authors help resolve the confusion about our perfect identity in Christ and our 

imperfect living in the world. 

 

Schaeffer, Francis  

 A Christian Manifesto 3 

In this explosive book, Francis Schaeffer shows why morality and freedom have crumbled in our 

society. He calls for a massive movement-in government, law, and all of life-to reestablish our 

Judeo-Christian foundation and turn the tide of moral decadence and loss of freedom. A 

Christian Manifesto is literally a call for Christians to change the course of history-by returning 

to biblical Truth and by allowing Christ to be Lord in all of life. 

 Escape from Reason 3 

Truth used to be based on reason. No more. What we feel is now the truest source of reality. 

Despite our obsession with the emotive and the experiential, we still face anxiety, despair, and 

purposelessness. How did we get here? And where do we find a remedy? In this modern classic, 

Francis A. Schaeffer traces trends in twentieth-century thought and unpacks how key ideas have 

shaped our society. Wide-ranging in his analysis, Schaeffer examines philosophy, science, art 

and popular culture to identify dualism, fragmentation and the decline of reason. Schaeffer's 

work takes on a newfound relevance today in his prescient anticipation of the contemporary 

postmodern ethos. His critique demonstrates Christianity's promise for a new century, one in as 

much need as ever of purpose and hope. 

 He is There, and He is Not Silent 3 

He Is There and He Is Not Silent discusses fundamental questions about God, such as who he is 

and why he matters. 

How Should We Then Live: the Rise and Decline of Western Thought and Culture 4 

As one of the foremost evangelical thinkers of the twentieth century, Francis Schaeffer long 

pondered the fate of declining Western culture. In this brilliant book he analyzed the reasons for 

modern society's state of affairs and presented the only viable alternative: living by the Christian 

ethic, acceptance of God's revelation, and total affirmation of the Bible's morals, values, and 

meaning. 

 

 



The God Who is There 3 

In 2006, Christianity Today voted this title to be one of the top 50 books that have shaped 

evangelicals! For over thirty years The God Who Is There has been the landmark book that 

changed the way the church sees the world. In Francis Schaeffer's remarkable analysis, we learn 

where the clashing ideas about God, science, history and art came from and where they are 

going. Now this completely retypeset edition includes a new introduction by James W. Sire that 

places Schaeffer's seminal work in the context of the intellectual turbulence of the early twenty-

first century. More than ever, The God Who Is There demonstrates how historic Christianity can 

fearlessly confront the competing philosophies of the world. The God who has always been there 

continues to provide the anchor of truth and the power of love to meet the world's deepest 

problems. 

 True Spirituality 3 

Francis Shaeffer had been serving as a pastor for over a decade when he began to wonder if 

Christianity really made a difference in people’s lives. True Spirituality, a twentieth-century 

spiritual classic, outlines the result of his effort to “start at the beginning” and re-examine his 

faith. The book is a treasure trove of wisdom for Christians trying to discover what true 

spirituality looks like in everyday life. 

 

Sproul, R. C.  

Everyone’s a Theologian: An Introduction to Systematic Theology 4 

Many people react negatively to the word theology, believing that it involves dry, fruitless 

arguments about minute points of doctrine. Yet as Dr. R.C. Sproul argues,everyone is a 

theologian. Any time we think about a teaching of the Bible and strive to understand it, we are 

engaging in theology. Therefore, it is important that we put the Bible's varied teachings together 

in a systematic fashion, using proper, time-tested methods of interpretation so as to arrive at a 

theology that is founded on truth. That is precisely what Dr. Sproul does in Everyone's a 

Theologian: An Introduction to Systematic Theology. This book is anything but a dry discussion 

of minute points of doctrine. Dr. Sproul, demonstrating his trademark ability to make complex 

subjects easy to understand, surveys the basic truths of the Christian faith, reminding us once 

more of what God is like and of what He has done for His people in this world and the next. 
Spurgeon, Charles  

The Holiness of God 3 

Are you intrigued by God’s holiness, or are you terrified? Encountering God’s holy presence, R. 

C. Sproul argues, is a terrifying experience and the only way to cure our propensity to trust in 

ourselves and our own righteousness for salvation. In The Holiness of God, one of the classic 

theological works of our time, you will gain a better understanding of how having a biblical 

picture of God’s holiness is foundational to God-honoring theology and Christian living. R. C. 

Sproul, in this classic work, puts the holiness of God in its proper and central place in the 

Christian life. He paints an awe-inspiring vision of God that encourages Christians to become 

holy just as God is holy. Once you encounter the holiness of God, your life will never be the 

same. 

 

 

 

 

 



Spurgeon, Charles  

Known as the “Prince of Preachers,” the British Baptist pastor is estimated to have preached 

3,500 sermons to about 10 million people, a staggering number in pre-Internet days. He 

published 49 volumes of commentaries, anecdotes and devotionals during his lifetime, and the 

complete collection of his sermons fills 63 volumes, making it the largest set of books by a single 

author in the history of Christianity.A pastor in London for almost 40 years, Spurgeon was one 

of the most well-known pastors of his day and remains highly influential among Christians of 

various denominations. He was a strong figure in the Reformed Baptist tradition, defending the 

Church in agreement with the 1689 London Baptist Confession of Faith understanding, and 

opposing the liberal and pragmatic theological tendencies in the Church of his day. 

 All of Grace 2 
"To him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for 

righteousness." Spurgeon's masterpiece on grace fromRomans 4:5 is an outstanding description 

of God's love and unmerited grace to those whom He saves. It is one of the clearest examples of 

salvation by grace ever written. Spurgeon's masterpiece is one the finest expositions ever penned 

on faith, repentance, and regeneration. Believers and unbelievers alike can learn from this classic 

presentation on faith and grace. In twenty short and clear chapters, powerful preacher Charles 

Spurgeon reveals the true meaning of being saved. 
Spiritual Warfare in a Believer’s Life 2 

Spurgeon was a seasoned veteran in meeting Satan at every corner and defeating Satan in the 

power of the gospel. But in keeping with his practical style, there was nothing abstract or 

mystical about Spurgeon's teaching. He directed his focus where he found Satan at work in the 

lives of people - enslaving them in sin, keeping them from the influence of the gospel, hindering 

their spiritual development, bringing discouragement, depression, and moral failure. 

Believers need not wonder about satanic principalities and power and how they are to engage 

them in battle. These life-changing messages of Spurgeon will meet you where you live and help 

you become more than a conqueror in spiritual warfare. 

Strobel, Lee  

The Case for Christ 2 

A SEASONED JOURNALIST CHASES DOWN THE BIGGEST STORY IN HISTORY - Is 

there credible evidence that Jesus of Nazareth really is the Son of God? Retracing his own 

spiritual journey from atheism to faith, Lee Strobel, former legal editor of the Chicago Tribune, 

cross-examines a dozen experts with doctorates who are specialists in the areas of old 

manuscripts, textual criticism, and biblical studies. Strobel challenges them with questions like; 

How reliable is the New Testament? Does evidence for Jesus exist outside the Bible? Is there any 

reason to believe the resurrection was an actual event? Strobel s tough, point-blank questions 

make this bestselling book read like a captivating, fast-paced novel. But it is not fiction. It is a 

riveting quest for the truth about history s most compelling figure. What will your verdict be in 

The Case for Christ? 
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The Case for Faith 2 

In The Case for Faith, Strobel turns his skills to the most persistent emotional objections to 

belief―the eight “heart barriers” to faith. This Gold Medallion-winning book is for those who 

may be feeling attracted to Jesus but who are faced with difficult questions standing squarely in 

their path. For Christians, it will deepen their convictions and give them fresh confidence in 

discussing Christianity with even their most skeptical friends. 

Tozer, A.W.  

Keys to a Deeper Life 2 

Although never considered to be a popular speaker nor prolific writer, A. W. Tozer's audiences 

did appreciate what he had to say, and he was probably the most widely read Christian writer of 

his time. Keys to the Deeper Life contains six of his best-known essays and editorials. In them he 

rigorously examines many of the failings and foibles of his day. Although most were written 

more than three decades ago, the insights they offer are as fresh and thought-provoking as the 

day they were published.  

 The Incredible Christian 4  

The thread that ties this book together is "recognizing God for who He is and giving Him the 

worship and honor due Him." One of Tozer's most popular books. The chapters of this book 

were originally published as editorials in Alliance Life. Includes 41 essays. 

 The Knowledge of the Holy 2 

The Knowledge of the Holy by popular evangelical author A.W. Tozer illuminates God’s 

attributes—from wisdom, to grace, to mercy—and in doing so, attempts to restore the majesty 

and wonder of God in the hearts and minds of all Christians. A modern classic of Christian 

testimony and devotion, The Knowledge of the Holy shows us how we can rejuvenate our prayer 

life, meditate more reverently, understand God more deeply, and experience God’s presence in 

our daily lives.  

 
Wilberforce, William 

 Real Christianity (full title: A Practical View of the Prevailing Religious System of 

 Professed Christians, in the Middle and Higher Classes in this Country, Contrasted with 

 Real Christianity) 3 

William Wilberforce (1759 - 1833) was a member of the English Parliament for the County of 

York who dedicated his life to abolishing the slave trade. He once wrote that "Almighty God has 

set before me two great objectives, the abolition of the slave trade and the reformation of 

manners." This great burden laid on his heart throughout his life, and gave him little leave for 

rest. He believed that the two were related, for without the reformation of manners through 

addressing cultural malaise, it would be nearly impossible to abolish the slave trade. 

It was within this context that Wilberforce wrote A Practical View of Christianity (originally 

titled A Practical View of the Prevailing Religious System of Professed Christians, in the Middle 

and Higher Classes in this Country, Contrasted with Real Christianity). He hoped to challenge 

the nominal Christianity of the middle and upper classes of England and to inspire the nation 

with a fresh view of a religion whose goal was not empty ritual, but transformation through 

Christ. The book sent a shockwave throughout the nation, and has been crediting with helping to 

start the second Great Awakening of England. 

Wilberforce was a saint in every sense of the word. He restlessly fought for the abolition of the 



slave trade, presenting motion after motion for abolition, each in turn being thrown out by 

Parliament, until at last in 1807, Wilberforce's bill passed. Yet he did not stop with the abolition 

of the slave trade. Wilberforce dedicated nearly two decades thereafter to securing the complete 

emancipation of the slaves in England. With a circle of trusted friends known as the "Clapham 

Circle," Wilberforce proved how a small group can change history. 
 

Wilson, Douglas 

Easy Chairs, Hard Words: Conversations on the Liberty of God 2 

Therefore He has mercy on whom He wills, and whom He wills He hardens. You will say to me 

then, "Why still find fault? For who resisted His will?" But indeed, O man, who are you to reply 

against God? Romans 9:18-20a 

Hard words, indeed. But they remain, for all our explanations, God's words. 

Easy Chairs, Hard Words offers an honest look at many such difficult passages in Scripture. 

Presented as a series of fictional conversations between a curious young Christian and a seasoned 

pastor, these dialogues speak with clarity to those new to the Reformed faith. They begin with 

the question, "Can salvation be lost?" and from there wrestle with other hard-to-swallow 

doctrines, including the freedom of the will, election, and original sin. 

Hard words, and yet the understanding given these passages is thoughtful and gentle. For our 

God—the God of hard words—is a merciful and loving Father, slow to wrath and quick to 

pardon, a triune God who graciously rescues men from death and brings them into everlasting 

life. 

             Joy at the End of the Tether: the Inscrutable Wisdom of Ecclesiastes 2 

In this lively reading of Ecclesiastes, Doug Wilson reveals its powerful lessons of vanity, joy, 

celebration, and the sovereignty of God. 

Wilson, N.D. 

Death by Living: Life is Meant to be Spent 2 

A poetic portrait of faith, futility, and the joy of this mortal life.In this astoundingly unique book, 

N.D. Wilson reminds each of us that to truly live we must recognize that we are dying. Every 

second we create more of our past—more decisions, more breathing, more love and more 

loathing, all of it slides by into the gone as we race to grab at more moments, at more memories 

made and already fading.We are all authors, creators of our own pasts, of the books that will be 

our lives. All of us must pause and breathe. See the past, see your life as the fruit of providence 

and thousands of personal narratives. What led to you? We stand in the now.  God says create. 

Live. Choose. Shape the past. Etch your life in stone, and what you make will be forever.  

  

 Notes From the Tilt-a-Whirl: Wide-Eyed Wonder in God's Spoken World 2 

What is this World?What kind of place is it? This world is beautiful but badly broken. “I love it 

as it is, because it is a story, and it isn’t stuck in one place. It is full of conflict and darkness like 

every good story, a world of surprises and questions to explore. And there’s someone behind it; 

there are uncomfortable answers to the hows and whys and whats. In the beginning was the 

Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. Through Him were all things 

made….Welcome to His poem. His play.His novel. Let the pages flick your thumbs.” 


