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SECONDARY SUMMER READING LIST 

INCOMING GRADES 7-8 
 

Fantasy 
 
Alexander, Lloyd 
 The Book of Three (and others of the Chronicles of Prydain) 2 
Since The Book of Three was first published in 1964, young readers have been enthralled by the adventures 
of Taran the Assistant Pig-Keeper and his quest to become a hero. Taran is joined by an engaging cast of 
characters that includes Eilonwy, the strong-willed and sharp-tongued princess; Fflewddur Fflam, the 
hyperbole-prone bard; the ever-faithful Gurgi; and the curmudgeonly Doli--all of whom have become 
involved in an epic struggle between good and evil that shapes the fate of the legendary land of Prydain. 
Released over a period of five years, Lloyd Alexander's beautifully written tales not only captured children's 
imaginations but also garnered the highest critical praise.  
 
Avi 
 Midnight Magic 2 
Night after night, a ghost appears in the royal castle of Pergamontio, terrifying the princess. Mangus the 
Magician doesn't believe in ghosts, but that doesn't stop him from being charged with finding this one. The 
King demands that Mangus free his daughter from the torment of the ghost….otherwise, the magician will 
pay with his life. Mangus's only hope is his faithful, street-smart servant boy, Fabrizio, who must solve the 
mystery of the ghost using logic and reason -- and a bit of magic of his own. 
 The Book Without Words 2 
The Book Without Words appears to be a volume of blank parchment pages. But for a green-eyed reader 
filled with great desire, it may reveal the forgotten magical arts of making gold and achieving immortality. 
For generations, its magic has been protected from those who would exploit it. But on a terrible day of death 
and destruction, the Book Without Words falls into the hands of a desperate boy.  

**Any other Avi book with approval by committee 
 

Bond, Nancy 
 A String in the Harp 2 
When fifteen-year-old Jen Morgan flies to Wales to spend Christmas with her family, she's not expecting 
much from the holiday. A year after her mother's sudden death, her father seems preoccupied by the 
teaching job that has brought him and Jen's younger siblings to Wales for the year. Her brother, Peter, is 
alternately hostile and sullen, and her sister, Becky, misses Jen terribly.  
Then Peter tells Jen he's found a strange artifact, a harp key that shows him pictures from the life of 
Taliesin, the great bard whose life in sixth-century Wales has been immortalized in legend. At first Jen 
doesn't believe him, but when the key's existence -- and its strange properties -- become known to the wider 
world, the Morgans must act together against a threat to the key...and to their family. 
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Bradbury, Ray  
 Something Wicked This Way Comes 3 
The carnival rolls in sometime after midnight, ushering in Halloween a week early. The shrill siren song of a 
calliope beckons to all with a seductive promise of dreams and youth regained. In this season of dying, 
Cooger & Dark's Pandemonium Shadow Show has come to Green Town, Illinois, to destroy every life 
touched by its strange and sinister mystery. And two boys will discover the secret of its smoke, mazes, and 
mirrors; two friends who will soon know all too well the heavy cost of wishes….and the stuff of nightmare. 
 
Crossley-Holland, Kevin 
 The Seeing Stone 2 
The year is 1199, and on the border of England and Wales young Arthur de Caldicot waits impatiently to 
grow up and become a knight. One day his father’s friend Merlin gives Arthur a shining black stone – a 
seeing stone – that shows him visions of this namesake, King Arthur. At first there seems to be no 
connection between Arthur’s past and present. Manor life for Arthur de Caldicot is a complex struggle of 
terrible secrets and haunting jealousies. Nothing like the red and white dragons, or the sword in the stone. 
And yet….there is something binding the two Arthurs together. It will be young Arthur’s fate to discover 
what this connection is…. 
 At the Crossing-Places 2 
Arthur de Caldicot has achieved his dream: He now serves as squire to Lord Stephen of Holt Castle. But this 
new world opens up fresh visions as well as old concerns. Arthur longs to escape the shadow of his 
unfeeling father and meet his birth mother, to marry the beautiful Winnie, but maintain his ties with his 
friend Gatty, and to become a Crusader, with all the questions of might and right involved.  
Just as he so brilliantly did in THE SEEING STONE, Kevin Crossley-Holland weaves Arthurian legend 
with everyday medieval life in the unforgettable story of one hero's coming of age. 
 King of the Middle March 2 
Arthur de Caldicot waits eagerly in Venice for the start of the Fourth Crusade. But it's now, when Arthur's 
future should be clearest, that he feels the most doubt. Jealousies and greed threaten the Crusade, leading 
him to question its true mission. Back in England, his engagement to Winnie remains uncertain, as his 
search for his birth mother is stymied by his vicious father. And his seeing stone shows him the last days of 
King Arthur's court -- a great dream destroyed, but also a glorious legend rising from the ruins. Likewise in 
this book, Arthur becomes a man worthy of his kingly name. 
 
Funke, Cornelia 

Inkheart 3 
One cruel night, Meggie's father reads aloud from a book called INKHEART-- and an evil ruler escapes the 
boundaries of fiction and lands in their living room. Suddenly, Meggie is smack in the middle of the kind of 
adventure she has only read about in books. Meggie must learn to harness the magic that has conjured this 
nightmare, for only she can change the course of the story that has changed her life forever. 

Inkspell 3 
Although a year has passed, not a day goes by without Meggie thinking of INKHEART, the book whose 
characters became real. But for Dustfinger, the fire-eater brought into being from words, the need to return 
to the tale has become desperate. When he finds a crooked storyteller with the ability to read him back, 
Dustfinger leaves behind his young apprentice Farid and plunges into the medieval world of his past. 
Distraught, Farid goes in search of Meggie, and before long, both are caught inside the book, too. But the 
story is threatening to evolve in ways neither of them could ever have imagined. 
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Inkdeath 3 
The Adderhead--his immortality bound in a book by Meggie's father, Mo--has ordered his henchmen to 
plunder the villages. The peasants' only defense is a band of outlaws led by the Bluejay--Mo's fictitious 
double, whose identity he has reluctantly adopted. But the Book of Immortality is unraveling, and the 
Adderhead again fears the White Women of Death. To bring the renegade Bluejay back to repair the book, 
the Adderhead kidnaps all the children in the kingdom, dooming them to slavery in his silver mines unless 
Mo surrenders. First Dustfinger, now Mo: Can anyone save this cursed story? 

*Any Funke book with committee approval 
 

Goudge, Elizabeth 
 The Little White Horse 2 
When orphaned young Maria Merryweather arrives at Moonacre Manor, she feels as if she's entered 
Paradise. Her new guardian, her uncle Sir Benjamin, is kind and funny; the Manor itself feels like home 
right away; and every person and animal she meets is like an old friend. But there is something incredibly 
sad beneath all of this beauty and comfort--a tragedy that happened years ago, shadowing Moonacre Manor 
and the town around it--and Maria is determined to learn about it, change it, and give her own life story a 
happy ending. But what can one solitary girl do? 
 
Heaney, Marie 
 The Names Upon the Harp 2 
Told at feasts and gatherings by bards and storytellers, and handed down from generation to generation for 
centuries, Irish myths and legends are full of bold heroes, dastardly villains, fierce battles, and passionate 
romances. In this thrilling collection, Marie Heaney provides a sampling of one of the world's greatest 
literary traditions. 
 

Irving, Washington 
 The Sketchbook 4 
The Sketch Book is a brilliant, captivating story collection that draws on vanishing folkways, depictions of 
Hudson Valley life, and fable. It contains Irving's best-loved stories, "Rip Van Winkle" and "The Legend of 
Sleepy Hollow."There is great variety in this colorful collection of stories, essays, travelogues, and folklore. 
 

Jacobs, Joseph 
 English Fairy Tales 3 
English Fairy Tales is a wonderful compilation of stories curated by Joseph Jacobs. It includes many classic 
fairy tales, such as Jack and the Beanstalk, The Story of the Three Little Pigs, and more.  

More English Fairy Tales 3 
 

Lang, Andrew 
 The Red Fairy Book 4 
The famed folklorist collects 37 tales of enchantment, ranging from the familiar ("Rapunzel," "Jack and the 
Beanstalk," and "The Golden Goose") to lesser-known stories ("The Voice of Death," "The Enchanted Pig," 
and "The Master Thief"). Sources include French, Russian, Danish, and Romanian tales as well as Norse 
mythology. 

The Pink Fairy Book 4 
Forty-one Japanese, Scandinavian, and Sicilian tales: "The Snow-Queen," "The Cunning Shoemaker," "The 
Two Brothers," "The Merry Wives," "The Man without a Heart," and more. All the stories are narrated in 
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the clear, lively prose for which Lang was famous and are considered to be the very best English versions 
available. 

● Any of the colors 
 

MacDonald, George 
 The Princess and the Goblin 3 
Princess Irene lives in a castle in a wild and lonely mountainous region. One day she discovers a steep and 
winding stairway leading to a bewildering labyrinth of unused passages with closed doors - and a further 
stairway. What lies at the top? Can the ring the princess is given protect her against the lurking menace of 
the boglins from under the mountain? 
 The Princess and Curdie 3 
Princess Irene's great-grandmother has a testing task for Curdie. He will not go alone though, as she 
provides him with a companion -- the oddest and ugliest creature Curdie has ever seen, but one who turns 
out to be the most loyal friend he could have hoped for.  

At the Back of the North Wind 4 
At the Back of the North Wind is a brilliant allegorical tale by George MacDonald. The protagonist 
Diamond befriends the beautiful and majestic North Wind. Her powers bring change wherever she goes. At 
first this awesome power seems to be a terrible force, but it becomes clear that all of the changes she has 
caused with her amazing power have been for good. A timeless classic. 
 The Light Princess 3 
"The Light Princess" is George MacDonald's 1864 fairy tale. It is the story of a young girl, the daughter of 
the King, who at her christening is cursed to have no gravity by the uninvited Princess Makemnoit, sister to 
the King and a spiteful and bitter woman. As a result the princess is in constant danger of being carried 
away by the wind. A captivatingly whimsical tale, "The Light Princess" is one of George MacDonald's most 
loved stories. 
 
Paolini, Christopher 
 Eragon 3 
Fifteen-year-old Eragon believes that he is merely a poor farm boy—until his destiny as a Dragon Rider is 
revealed. Gifted with only an ancient sword, a loyal dragon, and sage advice from an old storyteller, Eragon 
is soon swept into a dangerous tapestry of magic, glory, and power. Now his choices could save—or 
destroy—the Empire. 
 Eldest 3 
Eragon and his dragon, Saphira, have just saved the rebel state from destruction by the mighty forces of 
King Galbatorix, cruel ruler of the Empire. Now Eragon must travel to Ellesmera, land of the elves, for 
further training in the skills of the Dragon Rider: magic and swordsmanship. Soon he is on the journey of a 
lifetime, his eyes open to awe-inspring new places and people, his days filled with fresh adventure. But 
chaos and betrayal plague him at every turn, and nothing is what it seems. 
 Brisingr 3 
It's been only months since Eragon first uttered "brisingr," the ancient language term for fire. Since then, 
he's not only learned to create magic with words-he's been challenged to his very core. Following the 
colossal battle against the Empire's warriors on the Burning Plains, Eragon and his dragon, Saphira, have 
narrowly escaped with their lives. Still, there is more adventure at hand for the Rider and his dragon, as 
Eragon finds himself bound by a tangle of promises he may not be able to keep. 
 Inheritance 3 
Not so very long ago, Eragon—Shadeslayer, Dragon Rider—was nothing more than a poor farm boy, and 
his dragon, Saphira, only a blue stone in the forest. Now the fate of an entire civilization rests on their 



 

5 

shoulders. Long months of training and battle have brought victories and hope, but they have also brought 
heartbreaking loss. And still, the real battle lies ahead: they must confront Galbatorix. When they do, they 
will have to be strong enough to defeat him. And if they cannot, no one can. There will be no second 
chances.  
 
Pyle, Howard 
 The Wonder Clock 4 
The Wonder Clock is a delightful, magical collection of whimsical stories: twenty-four stories for twenty-
four hours -- and each a timeless masterpiece. Peopled with jolly kings and queens, lovely princesses and 
evil witches, sly foxes and mischievous ravens, ogres and giants, dashing princes and nasty dragons, these 
are old fashioned fairy tales in the best and most beautiful sense that can be enjoyed by readers of any age. 
 Pepper and Salt 4 
This is a classic compilation of fables and poems. Pyle wrote in a very conversational, court-jester-ish tone. 
The stories contain moral and situational dilemmas out of which each story's protagonist must find their 
way. In the midst of the stories are also full page poems that are beautifully illustrated and quite witty. A 
collection of 8 original fairy tales and numerous short verses which will delight the young and children of 
all ages. 
 
Stephens, John 
 Books of Beginning: The Emerald Atlas 3 
These three siblings have been in one orphanage after another for the last ten years, passed along like lost 
baggage. Yet these unwanted children are more remarkable than they could possibly imagine. Ripped from 
their parents as babies, they are being protected from a horrible evil of devastating power, an evil they know 
nothing about. Until now. Before long, Kate, Michael, and Emma are on a journey through time to 
dangerous and secret corners of the world...a journey of allies and enemies, of magic and mayhem.  And—if 
an ancient prophesy is correct—what they do can change history, and it is up to them to set things right. 
 Books of Beginning: The Fire Chronicles 3 
After the tumultuous events of last winter, Kate, Michael, and Emma long to continue the hunt for their 
missing parents. But they themselves are now in great danger, and so the wizard Stanislaus Pym hides the 
children at the Edgar Allan Poe Home for Hopeless and Incorrigible Orphans. There, he says, they will be 
safe. How wrong he is. The children are soon discovered by their enemies, and a frantic chase sends Kate a 
hundred years into the past, to a perilous, enchanted New York City. Searching for a way back to her 
brother and sister, she meets a mysterious boy whose fate is intricately—and dangerously—tied to her own. 
Meanwhile, Michael and Emma have set off to find the second of the Books of Beginning. A series of clues 
leads them into a hidden world where they must brave harsh polar storms, track down an ancient order of 
warriors, and confront terrible monsters. Will Michael and Emma find the legendary book of fire—and 
master its powers—before Kate is lost to them forever?  
And a third book? The Black Reckoning 
 
Tolkien, J.R.R. 
 Smith of Wooton Major 3 
Set in the world of Faery, this tells of the preparation of the Great Cake to mark the Feast of Good Children. 
It should have been a cheerful, human occasion, but other powers were at work and the world of man and of 
Faery met and blended in a strange union. 
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Wilson, N.D.  

100 Cupboards 2 
Twelve-year-old Henry York wakes up one night to find bits of plaster in his hair. Two knobs have broken 
through the wall above his bed and one of them is slowly turning . . .Henry scrapes the plaster off the wall 
and discovers cupboards of all different sizes and shapes. Through one he can hear the sound of falling rain. 
Through another he sees a glowing room–with a man pacing back and forth! Henry soon understands that 
these are not just cupboards, but portals to other worlds.  
 Dandelion Fire (sequel to 100 cupboards) 2 
Henry York never dreamed his time in Kansas would open a door to adventure—much less a hundred doors. 
But a visit to his aunt and uncle’s farm took an amazing turn when cupboard doors, hidden behind Henry’s 
bedroom wall, revealed themselves to be portals to other worlds. Now, with his time at the farm drawing to 
a close, Henry makes a bold decision—he must go through the cupboards to find the truth about where he’s 
from and who his parents are. Following that trail will take him from one world to another, and ultimately 
into direct conflict with the evil of Endor.  
 The Chestnut King (sequel to Dandelion Fire) 2 
When Henry York found 99 cupboards hidden behind his bedroom wall, he never dreamed they were doors 
to entirely new worlds. Exploring them with his cousin Henrietta was all the action and adventure an 
overprotected boy could imagine. But Henry's discovery also released the undying witch Nimiane, whose 
hunger for power could destroy every world connected to the cupboards—and every person whom Henry 
loves. Now Henry must seek out the legendary Chestnut King to answer the unanswerable: How do you kill 
someone who cannot die? 
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Science Fiction 
 
L’Engle, Madeleine 
 A Wrinkle in Time 3 
It was a dark and stormy night; Meg Murry, her small brother Charles Wallace, and her mother had come 
down to the kitchen for a midnight snack when they were upset by the arrival of a most disturbing stranger. 
"Wild nights are my glory," the unearthly stranger told them. "I just got caught in a downdraft and blown off 
course. Let me sit down for a moment, and then I'll be on my way. Speaking of ways, by the way, there is 
such a thing as a tesseract." A tesseract (in case the reader doesn't know) is a wrinkle in time. A Wrinkle in 
Time, winner of the Newbery Medal in 1963, is the story of the adventures in space and time of Meg, 
Charles Wallace, and Calvin O'Keefe (athlete, student, and one of the most popular boys in high school). 
They are in search of Meg's father, a scientist who disappeared while engaged in secret work for the 
government on the tesseract problem. 
 A Wind in the Door 3 
It is November. When Meg comes home from school, Charles Wallace tells her he saw dragons in the twin’s 
vegetable garden.  That night Meg, Calvin and C.W. go to the vegetable garden to meet the Teacher 
(Blajeny) who explains that what they are seeing isn’t a dragon at all, but a cherubim named Proginoskes.  It 
turns out that C.W. is ill and that  Blajeny and Proginoskes are there to make him well – by making him 
well, they will keep the balance of the universe in check and save it from the evil Echthros. Meg, Calvin and 
Mr. Jenkins (grade school principal) must travel inside C.W. to have this battle and save Charles’ life as 
well as the balance of the universe. 
 A Swiftly Tilting Planet 3 
Fifteen-year-old Charles Wallace and the unicorn Gaudior undertake a perilous journey through time in a 
desperate attempt to stop the destruction of the world by the mad dictator Madog Branzillo. They are not 
alone in their quest. Charles Wallace's sister, Meg - grown and expecting her first child, but still able to 
enter her brother's thoughts and emotions by "kything" - goes with him in spirit. Charles Wallace must face 
the ultimate test of his faith and his will as he is sent within four people from another time, there to search 
for a way to avert the tragedy threatening them all. 

Lewis, C.S. 
Out of the Silent Planet (book 1 of the Space Trilogy) 4 

Dr. Ransom is abducted by a megalomaniacal physicist and his accomplice and taken via spaceship to the red planet 
of Malacandra. The two men are in need of a human sacrifice, and Dr. Ransom would seem to fit the bill. Once on the 
planet, however, Ransom eludes his captors, risking his life and his chances of returning to Earth, becoming a stranger 
in a land that is enchanting in its difference from Earth and instructive in its similarity. 

Perelandra (book 2 of the Space Trilogy) 4 
Pitted against the most destructive of human weaknesses, temptation, Dr. Ransom must battle evil on a new planet -- 
Perelandra -- when it is invaded by a dark force. Will Perelandra succumb to this malevolent being, who strives to 
create a new world order and who must destroy an old and beautiful civilization to do so? Or will it throw off the yoke 
of corruption and achieve a spiritual perfection as yet unknown to man? The outcome of Dr. Ransom's mighty 
struggle alone will determine the fate of this peace-loving planet. 

That Hideous Strength (book 3 of the Space Trilogy) 4 
The dark forces that were repulsed in Out of the Silent Planet and Perelandra are massed for an assault on the planet 
Earth itself. Word is on the wind that the mighty wizard Merlin has come back to the land of the living after many 
centuries, holding the key to ultimate power for that force which can find him and bend him to its will. A sinister 
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technocratic organization is gaining power throughout Europe with a plan to "recondition" society, and it is up to 
Ransom and his friends to squelch this threat by applying age-old wisdom to a new universe dominated by science. 

The two groups struggle to a climactic resolution that brings the Space Trilogy to a magnificent, crashing 
close. 
 
Lowry, Lois 
 The Giver 2 
The Giver, the 1994 Newbery Medal winner, has become one of the most influential novels of our time. The 
haunting story centers on twelve-year-old Jonas, who lives in a seemingly ideal, if colorless, world of 
conformity and contentment. Not until he is given his life assignment as the Receiver of Memory does he 
begin to understand the dark, complex secrets behind his fragile community. 
 
Ormondroyd, Edward 
 Time at the Top 2 
"Wait a minute!" Mr. Shaw said. "You want to take me back to the nineteenth century, to marry somebody 
there?" His daughter Susan must be mad! Only a girl suffering from hallucinations would make a request 
like that, on top of a wild story about a good witch, an elevator that travels to 1881, a vanquished scoundrel, 
a dug-up treasure, and a distressed nineteenth-century family named Walker. Better humor her, Mr. Shaw 
thinks, until I can get her to a doctor. Susan is not mad. Her story is true. She and her new best friend 
Victoria Walker just know that when their parents meet it will be love at first sight, and the two families will 
become one. 
 From the Earth to the Moon 6 
Written almost a century before the daring flights of the astronauts, Jules Verne’s prophetic novel of man’s 
race to the stars is a classic adventure tale enlivened by broad satire and scientific acumen.  
When the members of the elite Baltimore Gun Club find themselves lacking any urgent assignments at the 
close of the Civil War, their president, Impey Barbicane, proposes that they build a gun big enough to 
launch a rocket to the moon. But when Barbicane’s adversary places a huge wager that the project will fail 
and a daring volunteer elevates the mission to a “manned” flight, one man’s dream turns into an 
international space race.  
 A Journey to the Center of the Earth 6 
In this classic novel, first published in 1864, the author introduces readers to Otto Lidenbrock, a professor of 
geology who ventures into a fantastical world within an extinct Icelandic volcano. Verne's vivid imagination 
and masterful storytelling ability has made this book a popular choice among readers for more than 140 
years.  
 Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea 6 
Verne’s prophetic 1870 adventure novel, featuring a fabulous underwater craft commanded by the brilliant 
and mysterious Captain Nemo, predated the deep-water submarine. Weaving amazing scientific 
achievements with simple, everyday occurrences, this memorable tale brims with detailed descriptions of a 
futuristic vessel and bizarre scenes of life on the ocean's bottom. On-board travelers view Red Sea coral, 
wrecks of a historic naval battle, Antarctic ice shelves, and the fictional Atlantis.  
 
Wells, H.G. 
 The Invisible Man 4 
From the twentieth century's first great practitioner of the novel of ideas comes a consummate masterpiece 
of science fiction about a man trapped in the terror of his own creation. 
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 The Time Machine 4 
Wells is generally credited with the popularisation of the concept of time travel by using a vehicle that 
allows an operator to travel purposefully and selectively. The term "time machine," coined by Wells, is now 
universally used to refer to such a vehicle. This work is an early example of the Dying Earth subgenre. The 
portion of the novel that sees the Time Traveller in a distant future where the sun is huge and red also places 
The Time Machine within the realm of Eschatology; that is the study of the end times, the end of the world, 
and the ultimate destiny of mankind. 
 The War of the Worlds 4 
The War of the Worlds is the first-person narrative of an unnamed protagonist in Surrey and that of his 
younger brother in London as Earth is invaded by Martians. It is one of the earliest stories that detail a 
conflict between mankind and an extraterrestrial race. It has two parts, Book One: The Coming of the 
Martians and Book Two: The Earth under the Martians. The narrator struggles to return to his wife while 
seeing the Martians lay waste to the southern country outside London. Book One also imparts the 
experience of his brother, also unnamed, who describes events as they deteriorate in the capital, forcing him 
to escape the Martian onslaught by boarding a paddle steamer near Tillingham, on the Essex coast 
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Character Growth 
 
Alcott, Louisa May 
 Little Women 4 
The novel follows the lives of four sisters—Meg, Jo, Beth, and Amy March—detailing their passage from 
childhood to womanhood, and is loosely based on the author and her three sisters. Little Women was an 
immediate commercial and critical success, and readers demanded to know more about the characters. The 
novel addresses three major themes: "domesticity, work, and true love, all of them interdependent and each 
necessary to the achievement of its heroine's individual identity." 
 Little Men 3 
This sparkling sequel to the beloved Little Women follows the grown-up and married Jo, mistress of 
Plumfield, a school for boys (and a few girls, too). The fun begins with a new arrival, Nat Blake; it is 
through his eyes that we first meet Plumfield’s lively residents and experience the cheerful confusion that 
reigns in the welcoming home. Fans of the first book will happily greet these wonderful characters…and 
renew their acquaintance with such old favorites as Laurie and Meg. 

Jo’s Boys 3 
This is the third book about the March family and their friends. With two sons of her own, and twelve 
rescued orphan boys filling the informal school at Plumfield, Jo March (now Jo Bhaer) couldn't be happier. 
But despite the warm and affectionate help of the whole March family, boys have a habit of getting into 
scrapes and there are plenty of troubles and adventures ahead. 
 Eight Cousins 3 
Eight Cousins is a heartwarming story about an orphaned girl taken in by great aunts and the girl's 
experiences with her cousins. 
 Rose in Bloom 3 
In this sequel to "Eight Cousins" we find the title character Rose returning from a two year trip traveling the 
world. Rose, a wealthy woman, finds herself the object of many suitors, but how can she tell who loves her 
for her and who loves her for her money? A delightful coming of age story, "Rose in Bloom" will delight 
readers both young and old. 
 
Aldrich, Bess Streeter  
 A Lantern in Her Hand 2 
Abbie Mackenzie dreamed of becoming a fine lady like her aristocratic grandmother, devoting herself to 
music and art. But at eighteen Abbie found a different dream, turning away from the promise of a 
comfortable life as a doctor’s wife to marry handsome, quiet Will Deal. Together, they eagerly accepted the 
challenge of homesteading in Nebraska territory, where the prairies stretched as far as the eye could see, and 
only the strongest survived for long. 
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Aldrich, Henry 
The Story of a Bad Boy 3 

This is the story of a bad boy. Well, not such a very bad, but a pretty bad boy; and I ought to know, for I am, 
or rather I was, that boy myself. Lest the title should mislead the reader, I hasten to assure him here that I 
have no dark confessions to make. I may truthfully say I was an amiable, impulsive lad, blessed with fine 
digestive powers, and no hypocrite. I didn't want to be an angel and with the angels stand; I didn't think the 
missionary tracts presented to me by the Rev. Wibird Hawkins were half so nice as Robinson Crusoe; and I 
didn't send my little pocket-money to the natives of the Feejee Islands, but spent it royally in peppermint-
drops and taffy candy. In short, I was a real human boy, such as you may meet anywhere in New England, 
and no more like the impossible boy in a storybook than a sound orange is like one that has been sucked dry. 
 
Blos, Joan W. 
 A Gathering of Days 2 
The journal of a 14-year-old girl, kept the last year she lived on the family farm, records daily events in her 
small New Hampshire town, her father's remarriage, and the death of her best friend. 
 
Cummins, Maria S. 
 The Lamplighter 2 
Mistreated and abandoned as a child, Gerty's angry and violent disposition gradually becomes virtuous as 
she learns the lessons lived by the meek and gentle lamplighter. But there is much more to this story than 
meets the eye! As the plot thickens you will be tempted to read ahead - but don't do it! The surprise will be 
worth the wait. 
 
Dickens, Charles 
 Oliver Twist 6 
Starved and mistreated, empty bowl in hand, the young hero musters the courage to approach his master, 
saying, "Please, sir, I want some more." Oliver Twist's famous cry of the heart has resounded with readers 
since the novel's initial appearance in 1837, and the book remains a popular favorite with fans of all ages. 
Oliver escapes his miserable servitude by running away to London, where he unwillingly but inevitably 
joins a scabrous gang of thieves. Masterminded by the loathsome Fagin, the underworld crew features some 
of Dickens' most memorable characters, including the juvenile pickpocket known as the Artful Dodger, the 
vicious Bill Sikes, and gentle Nancy, an angel of self-sacrifice. 
 Hard Times 6 
The story concerns one Thomas Gradgrind, a "fanatic of the demonstrable fact," who raises his children, 
Tom and Louisa, in a stifling and arid atmosphere of grim practicality. Without a moral compass to guide 
them, the children sink into lives of desperation and despair, played out against the grim background of 
Coketown, a wretched community shadowed by an industrial behemoth. Louisa falls into a loveless 
marriage with Josiah Bouderby, a vulgar banker, while the unscrupulous Tom, totally lacking in principle, 
becomes a thief who frames an innocent man for his crime. Witnessing the degradation and downfall of his 
children, Gradgrind realizes that his own misguided principles have ruined their lives. 
 
Eliot, George 

Silas Marner 4 
A heartwarming and poignant tale of a lonely man brought back to life and faith. After having been framed 
for murder by his best friend, Silas Marner lives a friendless and isolated existence near the country village 
of Raveloe, hoarding his gold. One night his fortune is stolen and Silas loses everything he holds dear. But 
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then the golden-haired child Eppie appears in his home, and Silas begins to reform bonds of faith and 
human connectedness that he once renounced forever. 
 
Hurnard, Hannah 
 Hinds’ Feet on High Places 4 
Much-Afraid had been in the service of the Chief Shepherd, whose great flocks were pastured down in the Valley of 
Humiliation. She lived in a tranquil little white cottage in the village of Much-Trembling, fearing her cousin Craven’s 
proposal of marriage. One day, the Shepherd offered her the chance to leave the valley behind and follow him to the 
High Places. If she reached the summit, he promised, he would give her a pair of hinds’ feet, that she might be able to 
leap with joy. Yet how can a cripple climb the mountains? And what if the way leads first through the desert? 
 
Karon, Jan 
 The Mitford Years (Series) 4 each 
Visit America's favorite small town one book at a time. Readers have come to feel at home in Mitford, the 
little town with the big heart. As this charming mountain village works its magic, you'll laugh, you'll cry, 
and you'll quickly make friends who feel like family-for the residents of Mitford are the most ordinary 
people who live the most extraordinary lives. A visit to Mitford is good for the soul.  

 
Montgomery, Lucy Maud 
 Anne of Green Gables series 3 (each book) 
Favorites for nearly 100 years, these classic novels follow the adventures of the spirited redhead Anne 
Shirley, who comes to stay at Green Gables and wins the hearts of everyone she meets. 
 Emily of New Moon 3 
Emily Starr never knew what it was to be lonely until her beloved father died. Now Emily's an orphan,and 
her mother's snobbish relatives are taking her to live with them at New Moon Farm.She's sure she won't be 
happy Emily deals with stiff, stern Aunt Elizabeth and her malicious classmates by holding her head high 
and using her quick wit.Things begin to change when she makes friends: with Teddy, the drawer;with Perry, 
who sailed all over the world yet has never been to school; and with Use, a tomboy with a blazing temper.  

Emily Climbs 3 
Emily Starr was born with the desire to write. As an orphan living on New Moon Farm, writing helped her 
face the difficult, lonely times. But now all her friends are going away to high school in nearby Shrewsbury, 
and her old-fashioned, tyrannical aunt Elizabeth will only let her go if she promises to stop writing! All the 
same, this is the first step in Emily's climb to success. Once in town, Emily's activities set the Shrewsbury 
gossips buzzing. But Emily and her friends are confident -- Ilse's a born actress, Teddy's set to be a great 
artist, and roguish Perry has the makings of a brilliant lawyer. When Emily has her poems published and 
writes for the town newspaper, success seems to be on its way -- and with it the first whispers of romance. 
Then Emily is offered a fabulous opportunity, and she must decide if she wants to change her life forever. 
 Emily’s Quest 3 
Emily knows she's going to be a great writer. She also knows that she and her childhood sweetheart, Teddy 
Kent, will conquer the world together. But when Teddy leaves home to pursue his goal to become an artist 
at the School of Design in Montreal, Emily's world collapses. With Teddy gone, Emily agrees to marry a 
man she doesn't love ... as she tries to banish all thoughts of Teddy. In her heart, Emily must search for what 
being a writer really means.... 
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Neville, Emily 
 It’s Like This, Cat 2 
“My father is always talking about how a dog can be very educational for a boy. This is one reason I got a 
cat.” Dave Mitchell and his father yell at each other a lot, and whenever the fighting starts, Dave's mother 
gets an asthma attack. That's when Dave storms out of the house. Then Dave meets Tom, a strange boy who 
helps him rescue Cat. It isn't long before Cat introduces Dave to Mary, a wonderful girl from Coney Island. 
Slowly Dave comes to see the complexities in people's lives and to understand himself and his family a little 
better. 
 
Porter, Gene Stratton 
 A Girl of the Limberlost 3 
Elnora Comstock grows up on the banks of Limberlost Swamp in Indiana with her bitter mother, Katharine. 
Unable to afford an education, Elnora develops a plan to sell artifacts and moths from the swamp. At the 
beginning of the novel, Elnora is just beginning high school, where her unfashionable dress adds to her 
difficulty blending in with the other students.  
 
Prentiss, Elizabeth 
 Stepping Heavenward 8 
"How dreadfully old I am getting! Sixteen!" So begins 'Stepping Heavenward' by Elizabeth Prentiss, the 
journal-like account of a nineteenth century girl who learns, on the path to womanhood, that true happiness 
can be found in giving oneself for others. 
 
Sheldon, Charles 
 In His Steps 4 
One of the bestselling books of all time, Sheldon’s 1897 classic was the first book to coin and popularize the 
famous question, “What would Jesus do?” The novel tells the story of a small town whose residents are 
compelled by the local pastor to ask this question before their every action. The challenge ultimately 
transforms the lives of these residents as they discover the unexpected consequences of aspiring to live like 
Christ and do well unto others. 
 
Stovall, Jim 
 The Ultimate Gift 2 
What would you do to inherit a million dollars? Would you be willing to change your life? Jason Stevens is 
about to find out. Red Stevens has died, and the older members of his family receive their millions with 
greedy anticipation. But a different fate awaits young Jason, whom Stevens, his great-uncle, believes may 
be the last vestige of hope in the family. "Although to date your life seems to be a sorry excuse for anything 
I would call promising, there does seem to be a spark of something in you that I hope we can fan into a 
flame. For that reason, I am not making you an instant millionaire." What Stevens does give Jason leads to 
The Ultimate Gift. Young and old will take this timeless tale to heart.  
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Historical Tales 
 
General 
 
Leaders in Action biography series 3 
 
Landmark Books biography series 3 
 
Hannula, Richard 
            Trial and Triumph: Stories from Church History 5 
Christians find their true family line not through tribes and ethnic blood but in the bond of faithfulness and 
shed blood that has united our family for millennia. We too often view Church history as the story of 
obscure aliens instead of the lives of brothers and sisters, mothers and fathers. 
In this collection of forty-six brief biographies for children, Hannula sketches the stirring trials and triumphs 
of many famous and some lesser known figures in our family of faith—including Augustine, Charlemagne, 
Anselm, Luther, Bunyan, and C.S. Lewis. Through them we can begin to enjoy the old paths and find rest 
for our souls. 
 
 
Stonaker, Frances 
 Famous Mathematicians 6 
Thrilling stories of legendary figures in mathematics are put in the pages of Famous Mathematicians by 
Frances Stonaker. The famous mathematicians are immortalized because of their willingness to devote their 
lives to the pursuit of knowledge in mathematics regardless of the fact they were unknowingly going to 
change mankind centuries later. At the same time, the legends are born out of the stories. 
 
Sullivan, Navin 
 Pioneer Astronomers 3 
When men had no telescopes, they believed that the universe was a fairly small and simple place, and that 
they were the most important part of it. Today we know that the universe is very large and very diverse.... I 
have singled out pioneers who helped us to explore farther and farther into the universe. Each step they took 
depended on one taken by some-one else before. And at each step they found that there was more and more 
to explore. Today we know that astronomy, the oldest of the sciences, is only just beginning. 
 
Ancient Times 
 
Bendick, Jeanne 
 Archimedes and the Door of Science 4 
Jeanne Bendick, through text and pictures, admirably succeeds in bringing to life the ancient Greek 
mathematician who enriched mathematics and all branches of science. Against the backdrop of Archimedes' 
life and culture, the author discusses the man's work, his discoveries and the knowledge later based upon it. 
The simple, often humorous, illustrations and diagrams greatly enhance the text. 
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Bond, Douglas 
 Hostage Lands 2 
Join Neil Perkins, Latin student at Haltwhistle Grammar School in England, as he uncovers a story of 
usurpation, treachery, and betrayal. After unearthing an ancient Roman manuscript, Neil dedicates himself 
to the study of Latin and translates this exciting story from the third century . . . Disaffected centurion 
Rusticus serves Rome at Hadrian's Wall. He is saved from massacre by Calum, a Celt who was deeply 
changed when he saw Christians martyred in the Roman Colosseum. 

Henty, G.A.  
Young Carthaginian: a Story of the Times of Hannibal 4 

Set in ancient times, during the Punic wars, this story follows the adventures of young Malchus, an officer 
in Hannibal’s army. Henty describes the army’s incredible journey through southern Europe and across the 
Alps in fascinating detail, providing both a lesson in ancient history and an absorbing story. The balance of 
power in Europe swayed between Rome and Carthage and the outcome of this struggle would determine the 
course of Western Civilization even until today. 

All other Henty 4 
 

McGraw, Eloise Jarvis 
 Mara, Daughter of the Nile 2 
Mara is a proud and beautiful slave girl who yearns for freedom. In order to gain it, she finds herself playing 
the dangerous role of double spy for two arch enemies - each of whom supports a contender for the throne 
of Egypt. 

 
Plutarch  
 Lives of Noble Greeks and Romans Volume One 6 
In what is by far his most famous and influential work, Plutarch reveals the character and personality of his 
subjects and how they led ultimately to tragedy or victory. Richly anecdotal and full of detail, Volume I 
contains profiles and comparisons of Romulus and Theseus, Numa and Lycurgus, Fabius and Pericles, and 
many more powerful figures of ancient Greece and Rome. 

Lives of Noble Greeks and Romans Volume Two 6  
Plutarch defined for all ages the character of Greek and Roman moral identity. He studied what constitutes 
the best in a human being, and which, in turn, determines a person’s role in the world. Blending history and 
biography, Plutarch evokes the characters of great leaders in history. He systematically pairs a Greek with a 
Roman, comparing characters and lives with similar careers so as to serve his particular goal of moral 
instruction. In vivid prose, he describes the awesome spectacle of the actions of men of enormous desires 
and ambitions responding to impossible situations. 

 
Wallace, Lew 
 Ben Hur 8 
Ben-Hur is one of the best selling books of all times. This poignant novel intertwines the life stories of a 
Jewish charioteer named Judah Ben-Hur and Jesus Christ. It explores the themes of betrayal and 
redemption. Ben-Hur's family is wrongly accused and convicted of treason during the time of Christ. Ben-
Hur fights to clear his family's name and is ultimately inspired by the rise of Jesus Christ and his message. A 
powerful, compelling novel. 
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Medieval 
 
Bond, Douglas 
 The Accidental Voyage 2 
Get ready for a great story about two American teens traveling in Europe with David McCallum, an English 
organist known in his parish as Mr. Pipes. During a series of hair-raising adventures across Europe, Mr. 
Pipes introduces Annie and Drew to sixteen hymns from the early centuries, and to hymnists Ambrose of 
Milan, Bernard of Clairvaux, St. Francis of Assisi, St. Patrick, and more. 
 
Haugaard, Erik Christian 
 Hakon of Rogen’s Saga: A Slave’s Tale 3 
An American Library Association Notable Book and his first book for children, Erik Christian Haugaard’s 
Hakon of Rogen’s Saga is a remarkable novel that perfectly catches the mood of a harsh but heroic people. 
Set at the end of the Viking period, it tells of a young boy, Hakon, from the island of Rogen who, after his 
chieftain father is murdered, undertakes to reclaim his birthright from his treacherous uncle. 
 
Henty, G.A.  

In Freedom's Cause: A Story of Wallace and Bruce 4 
At the end of the 13th century, the people of Scotland suffered cruelty under the heavy hand of their English 
ruler, Edward Longshanks. This stirring tale recounts their valiant struggle for freedom under the legendary 
leadership of William Wallace and Robert Bruce. Time has burnished the feats of these great Scots heroes to 
mythic proportions, but both were real people, and this gripping tale of courage, loyalty, and ingenuity 
places its fictional protagonist alongside Wallace and Bruce within an accurate historical context. 

Knight of the White Cross: a Tale of the Siege of Rhodes 4 
Gervaise Tresham, the hero of this story, joins the Order of the Knights of St. John, and leaving England he 
proceeds to the stronghold of Rhodes. Subsequently, Gervaise is made a Knight of the White Cross for 
valor, while soon after he is appointed commander of a war-galley, and in his first voyage destroys a fleet of 
Moorish corsairs. During one of his cruises the young knight is attacked on shore, captured after a desperate 
struggle, and sold into slavery in Tripoli. He succeeds in escaping, however, and returns to Rhodes in time 
to take part in the splendid defense of that fortress. 

St. Bartholomew’s Eve: a Tale of the Huguenot Wars 4 
The hero, Philip Fletcher, is a right true English lad, but he has a French connection on his mother's side. 
This kinship induces him to cross the Channel in order to take a share in that splendid struggle for freedom 
known as the Huguenot wars. Naturally he sides with the Protestants, distinguishes himself in various 
battles, and receives rapid promotion for the zeal and daring with which he carries out several secret 
missions. 

Winning His Spurs: A Tale of the Crusades 4 
Winning His Spurs: A Tale of the Crusades is the tale of a young man facing many trials in battle during the 
excitement of the Crusades. The hero of the story, Cuthbert, is a young Englishman who follows King 
Richard to the Holy Land. The Boy Knight: A Tale of the Crusades is one of the more exciting Henty 
adventures, and any lover of Robin Hood will certainly enjoy this tale. Cuthbert's presence of mind and 
common sense, his loyalty, honesty, valor, and quick wits are all characteristics that make us and his 
comrades in the book admire and respect him. 
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Wulf the Saxon: a Story of the Norman Conquest 4 
Return to the days of the Norman invasion of England and fight alongside a nobleman serving the last of 
England's Anglo-Saxon monarchs. Wulf of Steyning, a Saxon thane loyal to King Harold Godwinson, 
boldly captures a castle in the Welsh wars, risks his life to rescue his shipwrecked sovereign, and combats 
Norsemen at the Battle of Stamford Bridge. Wulf and his comrades resolutely stand by King Harold in a 
series of adventures that climax at the Battle of Hastings.  
 All other Henty 4 
 
Pyle, Howard 
 Otto of the Silver Hand 4 
A rich and engrossing thread of romance runs through this tale of the motherless son of a valiant robber 
baron of Medieval Germany. Young Otto, born into a warring household in an age when lawless chiefs were 
constantly fighting each other or despoiling the caravans of the merchant burghers, is raised in a monastery 
only to return to his family's domain and become painfully involved in the blood feud between his father 
and the rival house of Trutz-Drachen. 
 
Reformation and Renaissance (1400-1600) 
 
Foxe, John 
 Foxe’s Book of Martyrs 6 
Published early in the reign of Queen Elizabeth I, of England, only five years after the death of the Roman 
Catholic Queen Mary, the work is an affirmation of the Protestant Reformation in England during the 
ongoing period of religious conflict between Catholics and Protestants. During Mary's reign, common 
people of Christian faith were publicly burned at the stake in an attempt to eliminate dissension from 
Catholic doctrines. Foxe's account of Mary's reign and the martyrdoms that took place during it contributed 
very significantly to the belief in a distinction from the Roman Catholic Church and the Pope as a central 
aspect of English national identity. 
 
Halsema, Thea B. 

This Was John Calvin 4 
John Calvin comes alive as the author brings imagination as well as research to bear upon her subject. Her 
portrayal of the Genevan reformer is both appealing and honest.From this account, Calvin no longer is seen 
merely as "carved like a monument in the panorama of human history," but has become vivid, lifelike, and 
real. This is biography at its best. 
 
O’Dell, Scott 
 The Hawk that Dare not Hunt by Day 2 
Tom Barton and his Uncle Jack live on the edge of danger, smuggling goods under the very nose of the 
king's searchers. Shrewd, brave, desperate at times, they make run after run across the Channel, braving 
rough seas, heavy winds, and a growing restlessness among their countrymen. All Europe is aflame with the 
writing and preaching of Martin Luther. Tom and his uncle come into contact with another man, William 
Tyndale, whose work and prayer is to put an English Bible into the hands of the common people. While 
Uncle Jack sees only the profit in a religious Reformation, it is Tom who sees in Tyndale's work the 
dawning of a new age and a new way of life for himself and England.  
  



 

18 

The King’s Fifth 2 
In this deeply affecting novel Scott O’Dell envelops the reader in the heroic world of the conquistadors—a 
world that is at once somber and many-colored. Though they may have been ruthless, these steel-helmeted 
young men of Spain lived their lives on the very edge of eternity with style and uncommon courage. 
 
Expansion and Revolution (1600-1800) 
 
Bond, Douglas 
 The Accidental Voyage 2 
Get ready for a great story about two American teens traveling in Europe with David McCallum, an English 
organist known in his parish as Mr. Pipes. During a series of hair-raising adventures across Europe, Mr. 
Pipes introduces Annie and Drew to sixteen hymns from the early centuries, and to hymnists Ambrose of 
Milan, Bernard of Clairvaux, St. Francis of Assisi, St. Patrick, and more. 
 Hostage Lands 2 
Join Neil Perkins, Latin student at Haltwhistle Grammar School in England, as he uncovers a story of 
usurpation, treachery, and betrayal. After unearthing an ancient Roman manuscript, Neil dedicates himself 
to the study of Latin and translates this exciting story from the third century . . .Disaffected centurion 
Rusticus serves Rome at Hadrian's Wall. He is saved from massacre by Calum, a Celt who was deeply 
changed when he saw Christians martyred in the Roman Colosseum. 
 Guns of Thunder (Faith and Freedom Trilogy) 2 
The M'Kethe clan finds itself in pre-Revolutionary War Connecticut weathering a storm of religious and 
political upheaval. Ian M'Kethe is forced to make a choice in the face of enormous odds as tensions mount 
between the colonists and the French with their Indian allies. Forging an unlikely friendship with 
Watookoog, an Indian, Ian risks everything and gains something he thought he had lost forever. 
 Guns of the Lion (Faith and Freedom Trilogy) 2 
"Two ships," called the watchman aloft. "One a man-o-war, sixty-four guns, heavily laden. Both French!" 
Gavin Crookshanks has his first taste of battle at sea when the HMS Lion engages in a death struggle with 
the French allies of Bonnie Prince Charlie. Later, as a pawn in the hands of two opposing armies, he 
attempts to act with integrity in a chaos of loyalties during the bloody Jacobite Rebellion. Which ruler will 
finally win his loyalty: Bonnie Prince Charlie or King George? 
 Guns of Providence (Faith and Freedom Trilogy) 2 
The American Revolution ignites a fire that rallies patriots to fight! Sandy M'Kethe, along with freeman 
Salem Poor, find themselves enlisted together in George Washington's army. An expert marksman with the 
longbow, Sandy's skill attracts the attention of the intrepid sea captain John Paul Jones. Sandy and Salem 
are bound for high-seas adventures. Together, can they navigate the guns of Providence? 
 Duncan’s War (Crown and Covenant Series) 2 
In Scotland in 1666, fourteen-year-old Duncan learns the value of being true to his faith while fighting 
against supporters of England's King Charles II, who oppress the Covenanters--those who believe that only 
Jesus can be king of the church. 
 King’s Arrow (Crown and Covenant Series) 2 
Angus M’Kethe, brave Duncan’s younger brother, is no longer a child with a toy bow and arrow. He is now 
a young man, facing the same persecution and spiritual questions that his entire family has struggled against 
for years. Loyal to his family, Angus must match wits in a life-and-death struggle against Highlanders. By 
faith, Angus turns his beloved game of chess into a tool of victory. But desperate fear grips the Clan with an 
unexpected murder! Will Covenanters be found guilty? Angus’s true test of manhood and marksmanship 
will come at the Battle of Drumclog.  
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 Rebel’s Keep (Crown and Covenant Series) 2 
The third volume concludes the Crown & Covenant series with a new, high-intensity adventure. Set in 17th 
century Scotland, in the midst of the brutal persecutions of King Charles II of England, Rebel's Keep picks 
up the historical thread just before the devastating defeat of the Covenanters at Bothwell Brig in 1679. 
Brothers Duncan and Angus team up again to stand for the Covenanter’s cause and fight the king’s injustice. 
Forced finally to flee to America, they must leave behind their beloved homeland. 

Cooper, James Fenimore 
Last of the Mohicans 4 

Deep in the forests of upper New York State, the brave woodsman Hawkeye (Natty Bumppo) and his loyal 
Mohican friends Chingachgook and Uncas become embroiled in the bloody battles of the French and Indian 
War. The abduction of the beautiful Munro sisters by hostile savages, the treachery of the renegade brave 
Magua, the ambush of innocent settlers, and the thrilling events that lead to the final tragic confrontation 
between rival war parties create an unforgettable, spine-tingling picture of life on the frontier. And as the 
idyllic wilderness gives way to the forces of civilization, the novel presents a moving portrayal of a 
vanishing race and the end of its way of life in the great American forests. 
 
Fox, Paula 
 Slave Dancer 2 
One day, thirteen-year-old Jessie Bollier is earning pennies playing his fife on the docks of New Orleans; 
the next, he is kidnapped and thrown aboard a slave ship, where his job is to provide music while shackled 
slaves "dance" to keep their muscles strong and their bodies profitable. As the endless voyage continues, 
Jessie grows increasingly sickened by the greed, brutality, and inhumanity of the slave trade, but nothing 
prepares him for the ultimate horror he will witness before his nightmare ends -- a horror that will change 
his life forever. 
 
Fritz, Jean 
 Early Thunder 2 
Events rapidly transpiring in Salem, Massachusetts in 1774-1775 force 14-year-old Daniel West to re-
examine his loyalties, and finally, to change from Tory to Whig. 
 
Haugaard, Erik Christian 
 A Messenger for Parliament 3 
A young boy becomes involved in the early events of the English Civil War that unseated Charles I bringing 
Cromwell and the Puritans to power. 
 
Richeter, Conrad 
 The Light in the Forest 2 
When John Cameron Butler was a child, he was captured in a raid on the Pennsylvania frontier and adopted 
by the great warrior Cuyloga. Renamed True Son, he came to think of himself as fully Indian. But eleven 
years later his tribe, the Lenni Lenape, has signed a treaty with the white men and agreed to return their 
captives, including fifteen-year-old True Son. Now he must go back to the family he has forgotten, whose 
language is no longer his, and whose ways of dress and behavior are as strange to him as the ways of the 
forest are to them. 
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Scott, Sir Walter 
 Rob Roy 9 
When young Francis Osbaldistone discovers that his vicious and scheming cousin Rashleigh has designs 
both on his father's business and his beloved Diana Vernon, he turns in desperation to Rob Roy for help. 
Chieftain of the MacGregor clan, Rob Roy is a brave and fearless man, able and cunning. But he is also an 
outlaw with a price on his head, and as he and Francis join forces to pursue Rashleigh, he is constantly 
aware that he, too, is being pursued - and could be captured at any moment. Set on the eve of the 1715 
Jacobite uprising, Rob Roy brilliantly evokes a Scotland on the verge of rebellion, blending historical fact 
and a novelist's imagination to create an incomparable portrait of intrigue, rivalry and romance. 
 
Williamson, Glen 
 Susanna 2 
As the proud, beautiful daughter of the manse, Susanna would meet her match in the brilliant Sam Wesley. 
Through their children would come a revival to shake the world. 
 Sons of Susanna 2 
Wesley, his mother, Susanna, and brother, Charles are depicted in this devotional novel that depicts 
Wesley’s background and the early years of Methodism. 
 
Nineteenth Century (1800-1900) 
 
Aldis, Dorothy 
 Nothing is Impossible: The Story of Beatrix Potter 4 
The story of Beatrix Potter, the author of Peter Rabbit. 
 
Fritz, Jean 
 Brady 2 
Brady has never been trusted with secrets, until now. When he discovers an Underground Railroad station 
near his family's farm, he is forced to make his own decision about the slavery controversy. Whatever his 
decision may be, he knows that this is one secret that must be kept. 
 
Gibson, William 
 The Miracle Worker 4 
Young Helen Keller, blind, deaf, and mute since infancy, is in danger of being sent to an institution because 
her inability to communicate has left her frustrated and violent. In desperation, her parents seek help from 
the Perkins Institute, which sends them a "half-blind Yankee schoolgirl" named Annie Sullivan to tutor their 
daughter. Despite the Kellers' resistance and the belief that Helen "is like a little safe, locked, that no one 
can open," Annie suspects that within Helen lies the potential for more, if only she can reach her. Through 
persistence, love, and sheer stubbornness, Annie breaks through Helen's walls of silence and darkness and 
teaches her to communicate, bringing her into the world at last. 
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Hughes, Thomas 
 Tom Brown’s School Days 2 
One of the classics of English children's literature, and one of the earliest books written specifically for 
boys, this novel's steady popularity has given it an influence well beyond the upper middle-class world that 
it describes. It tells a story central to an understanding of Victorian life, but its freshness helps to distinguish 
it from the narrow schoolboy adventures that it later inspired. The story is set at Rugby School, a public 
school for boys, in the 1830s.  
 Tom Brown at Oxford 2 
This sequel to Tom Brown’s School Days conveys an admirable picture of undergraduate life as it was in 
the middle of the nineteenth century. Notwithstanding the changes that have taken place since then, it is still 
remarkably full of vitality, and the description of the boat races, and the bumping of Exeter and Oriel by St. 
Ambrose's boat might well have been written today. 
 
Keith, Harold 
 Rifles for Watie 3 
Jeff Bussey walked briskly up the rutted wagon toward Fort Leavenworth on his way to join the Union 
volunteers. It was 1861 in Linn County, Kansas, and Jeff was elated at the prospect of fighting for the North 
at last. In the Indian country south of Kansas, there was dread in the air; and the name, Stand Watie, was on 
every tongue. A hero to the rebel, a devil to the Union man, Stand Watie led the Cherokee Indian Nation 
fearlessly and successfully on savage raids behind the Union lines. Jeff came to know the Watie men only 
too well. This is a rich and sweeping novel, rich in its panorama of history; in its details so clear that the 
reader never doubts for a moment that her is there; in its dozens of different people, each one fully realized 
and wholly recognizable. 
 
Meigs, Cornelia 
 Invincible Louisa 4 
The fascinating life of Louisa May Alcott, from her happy childhood to her successful career as a writer. 
Children who loved Little Women will enjoy reading about the real-life Meg, Jo, Beth, and Amy. 
 
Muller, George 
 The Autobiography of George Muller 3 
What can be accomplished in an ordinary man who trusts in an extraordinary God? George Muller 
discovered the endless possibilities! These excerpts from his diary allow Muller to tell his own story. Join 
him on his journey from a life of sin and rebellion to his glorious conversion. Share his struggles and 
triumphs as he establishes orphan homes to care for thousands of English children, depending on God's 
response to his prayer of faith to supply all things. 
 
Murphy, Jim 
 The Boys’ War  5 
First-hand accounts that include diary entries and personal letters describe the experiences of boys, sixteen 
years old or younger, who fought in the Civil War. 
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O’Dell, Scott 
 Sing Down the Moon 2 
The Navajo tribe's forced march from their homeland to Fort Sumner by white soldiers and settlers is 
dramatically and courageously told by young Bright Morning. The Spanish Slavers were an ever-present 
threat to the Navaho way of life. One lovely spring day, fourteen-year-old Bright Morning and her friend 
Running Bird took their sheep to pasture. The sky was clear blue against the red buttes of the Canyon de 
Chelly, and the fields and orchards of the Navahos promised a rich harvest. Bright Morning was happy as 
she gazed across the beautiful valley that was the home of her tribe. She turned when Black Dog barked, 
and it was then that she saw the Spanish slavers riding straight toward her. 
 
Shaara, Michael 
 The Killer Angels 5 
In the four most bloody and courageous days of our nation’s history, two armies fought for two conflicting 
dreams. One dreamed of freedom, the other of a way of life. Far more than rifles and bullets were carried 
into battle. There were memories. There were promises. There was love. And far more than men fell on 
those Pennsylvania fields. Bright futures, untested innocence, and pristine beauty were also the casualties of 
war. Michael Shaara’s Pulitzer Prize–winning masterpiece is unique, sweeping, unforgettable—the dramatic 
story of the battleground for America’s destiny: Gettysburg. 
 
Wilkerson, David 
 The Cross and the Switchblade 3 
The thrilling true story of a country preacher's fight against teen-age crime in big-city slums. 
 
Zochert, Donald 
 Laura: The Life of Laura Ingalls Wilder 3 
From a little house set deep in the Big Woods of Wisconsin, across Indian territory and into the Dakotas, 
Laura's family moved westward right along the frontier. Their true-life saga, beloved by countless millions 
of TV viewers and readers of the bestselling Little House books, is one of spirit and devotion in the face of 
bitter-cold winters, wilderness trails, and heartbreaking personal tragedy. Here, for the first time, and 
drawing on her own unpublished memoirs is the endlessly fascinating full account of Laura's life -- from her 
earliest years through her enduring marriage to Almanzo Wilder, the "farmer boy" of her stories. 

Modern (1900-present) 
 
Davis, Katie 
 Kisses from Katie 4 
The New York Times bestslling account of a courageous eighteen-year-old from Nashville who gave up 
every comfort and convenience to become the adoptive mother to thirteen girls in Uganda. Katie Davis left 
over Christmas break of her senior year for a short mission trip to Uganda and her life was turned 
completely inside out. She found herself so moved by the people of Uganda and the needs she saw that she 
knew her calling was to return and care for them. Katie, a charismatic and articulate young woman, is in the 
process of adopting thirteen children in Uganda and has established a ministry, Amazima, that feeds and 
sends hundreds more to school while teaching them the Word of Jesus Christ. 
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Frank, Anne 
Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl 4 

Discovered in the attic in which she spent the last years of her life, Anne Frank's remarkable diary has since 
become a world classic—a powerful reminder of the horrors of war and an eloquent testament to the human 
spirit. In 1942, with Nazis occupying Holland, a thirteen-year-old Jewish girl and her family fled their home 
in Amsterdam and went into hiding. Cut off from the outside world, they faced hunger, boredom, the 
constant cruelties of living in confined quarters, and the ever-present threat of discovery and death. In her 
diary Anne Frank recorded vivid impressions of her experiences during this period. By turns thoughtful, 
moving, and amusing, her account offers a fascinating commentary on human courage and frailty and a 
compelling self-portrait of a sensitive and spirited young woman whose promise was tragically cut short. 
Hersey, John 
 Hiroshima 4 
On August 6, 1945, Hiroshima was destroyed by the first atom bomb ever dropped on a city. This book, 
John Hersey's journalistic masterpiece, tells what happened on that day. Told through the memories of 
survivors, this timeless, powerful and compassionate document has become a classic "that stirs the 
conscience of humanity" (The New York Times). 
 
Lawrence, Iain 
 Lord of the Nutcracker Men 2 
Ten-year-old Johnny eagerly plays at war with the army of nutcracker soldiers his toymaker father whittles 
for him. He demolishes imaginary foes. But in 1914 Germany looms as the real enemy of Europe, and all 
too soon Johnny’s father is swept up in the war to end all wars. He proudly enlists with his British 
countrymen to fight at the front in France. The war, though, is nothing like what any soldier or person at 
home expected. The letters that arrive from Johnny’s dad reveal the ugly realities of combat — and the 
soldiers he carves and encloses begin to bear its scars. Still, Johnny adds these soldiers to his armies of 
Huns, Tommies, and Frenchmen, engaging them in furious fights. But when these games seem to foretell his 
dad’s real battles, Johnny thinks he possesses godlike powers over his wooden men. He fears he controls his 
father’s fate, the lives of all the soldiers in no-man’s land, and the outcome of the war itself. 

 Number the Stars 2 
As the German troops begin their campaign to "relocate" all the Jews of Denmark, Annemarie Johansen’s 
family takes in Annemarie’s best friend, Ellen Rosen, and conceals her as part of the family. Through the 
eyes of ten-year-old Annemarie, we watch as the Danish Resistance smuggles almost the entire Jewish 
population of Denmark, nearly seven thousand people, across the sea to Sweden. The heroism of an entire 
nation reminds us that there was pride and human decency in the world even during a time of terror and war 

Michell, David 
 A Boy’s War 4 
For Adam, living near Honolulu, this Sunday morning is one he has been looking forward to -- fishing with 
friends, away from the ever-watchful eyes of his father, a navy lieutenant. Then, right before his eyes, Adam 
watches Japanese planes fly overhead and attack the U.S. Navy. All he can think is that it's just like in the 
movies. But as he sees his father's ship, the Arizona, sink beneath the water, he realizes this isn't make-
believe. It's real. Over the next few days, Adam searches for answers -- about his friends, the war, and 
especially, his father. But Adam soon learns sometimes there are no answers. 
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Morris, Louise 
Stronger than the Strong 2 

Summary – This is the story of Nate Morris’s parents.  Stronger Than the Strong is the story of the work of 
Overseas Missionary Fellowship missionaries Jim and Louise Morris among the Pwo Karen people, a 
previously unreached tribal group from northern Thailand.  It is a fascinating story of the hard work of 
bringing the gospel to a people who have never heard it before. 
 
Serraillier, Ian 

The Silver Sword; or, Escape from Warsaw 3 
Having lost their parents in the chaos of war, Ruth, Edek and Bronia are left alone to fend for themselves 
and hide from the Nazis amid the rubble and ruins of their city. They meet a ragged orphan boy, Jan, who 
treasures a paperknife -- a silver sword -- which was entrusted to him by an escaped prisoner of war. The 
three children realise that the escapee was their father, the silver sword a message that he is alive and 
searching for them. Together with Jan they begin a dangerous journey across the battlefields of Europe to 
find their parents. 
 
Severin, Tim 
 The Brendan Voyage 5 
Could an Irish monk in the sixth century really have sailed all the way across the Atlantic in a small open 
boat, thus beating Columbus to the New World by almost a thousand years? Relying on the medieval text of 
St. Brendan, award-winning adventure writer Tim Severin painstakingly researched and built a boat 
identical to the leather curragh that carried Brendan on his epic voyage. He found a centuries-old, family-
run tannery to prepare the ox hides in the medieval way; he undertook an exhaustive search for skilled 
harness makers (the only people who would know how to stitch the three-quarter-inch-thick hides together); 
he located one of the last pieces of Irish-grown timber tall enough to make the mainmast. But his courage 
and resourcefulness were truly tested on the open seas, including one heart-pounding episode when he and 
his crew repaired a dangerous tear in the leather hull by hanging over the side--their heads sometimes 
submerged under the freezing waves--to restitch the leather. A modern classic in the tradition of Kon-
Tiki, The Brendan Voyage seamlessly blends high adventure and historical relevance. 
 
Singer, Isaac Bashevis 
 A Day of Pleasure 4 
“Singer's memories of his youth in Poland make a powerful, brilliant children's book. The author lays out a 
panorama of Jewish life in the city-- the rabbis in black velvet and gabardine, the shopkeepers, the street 
urchins and schoolboys, the poverty, the confusion, the excitement of the prewar time. But even more, the 
author reveals himself; and the torments and mysteries that plagued him as a child will make his stories 
fascinating to other children....Reflecting a bygone world, the photographs add a further note of realism and 
power."--The Horn Book 
 
ten Boom, Corrie 
 The Hiding Place 4 
Corrie ten Boom was a Dutch watchmaker who became a heroine of the Resistance, a survivor of Hitler's 
concentration camps, and one of the most remarkable evangelists of the twentieth century. In World War II 
she and her family risked their lives to help Jews and underground workers escape from the Nazis, and for 
their work they were tested in the infamous Nazi death camps. Only Corrie among her family survived to 
tell the story of how faith ultimately triumphs over evil. 
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Tada, Joni Eareckson 
 Joni 3 
In a split second on a hot July afternoon, a diving accident transformed the life of Joni Eareckson Tada 
forever. She went from being an active young woman to facing every day in a wheelchair. In this 
unforgettable autobiography, Joni reveals each step of her struggle to accept her disability and discover the 
meaning of her life. The hard-earned truths she discovers and the special ways God reveals his love are 
testimonies to faith’s triumph over hardship and suffering.  
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Tales of Adventure 
Adams, Richard 
 Watership Down 4 
Led by the runt Fiver’s prophecy, a band of young rabbits leaves the warren to seek a new home. Along the 
way, they face dangers, bond as a community, and display fascinating glimpses of rabbit culture (they can’t 
count above four, and have all-new Brer Rabbit stories). Yet, when they reach their promised land, they 
discover a problem: they forgot to bring any girl rabbits. This leads them to seek out other warrens, 
including the highly disciplined, militaristic warren of paranoid General Woundwart, who wants no 
neighbors. 

Alexander, Lloyd 
The Marvelous Misadventures of Sebastian 2 

When fourth fiddler Sebastian loses his place in the Baron's orchestra, he has to leave the only home he 
knows--which turns out to be the least of his troubles. He rescues a stray cat from a group of tormentors, 
who then smash his precious violin; and the troubled young boy he tries to help turns out to be the Crown 
Princess, on the run from an arranged marriage. Sebastian, Princess Isabel, and Presto the cat soon find 
themselves fleeing stuffy officials, hired assassins, furious guardsmen and sentries--and, in their journey, 
find out what is truly important in life. The action and humor never stop in Lloyd Alexander's classic novel, 
written on the heels of his famed Prydain Chronicles.  
 
Avi 
 Crispin: The Cross of Lead 2 
Falsely accused of theft and murder, an orphaned peasant boy in fourteenth-century England flees his 
village and meets a larger-than-life juggler who holds a dangerous secret. 

**Any other Avi book with approval by committee 
 

Ballantyne, R.M. 
 Many adventure books (unabridged) 2 
 
Lawhead, Stephen R. 
 In the Hall of the Dragon King (Book 1 of The Dragon King trilogy) 8 
Carrying a sealed message from the war-hero Dragon King to the queen, Quentin and his outlaw 
companion, Theido, plunge headlong into a fantastic odyssey and mystic quest. In his valiant efforts to save 
the kingdom and fulfill his unique destiny, he will cross strange and wondrous lands filled with brave 
knights, beautiful maidens, a mysterious hermit, and a deadly, giant serpent. 
 The Warlords of Nin (Book 1 of The Dragon King trilogy) 8 
It has been ten years since Quentin helped Eskevar, the Dragon King, battle the monstrous sorcerer 
Nimrood.  Since that time, there has been peace in the land of Mensandor. But everything is about to 
change. An urgent message summons Quentin to Castle Askelon. The king, who is dying, wishes to name 
the brave young man his successor.  But first, he sends him on an unfathomable mission. What Quentin 
and his friend Toli, the Jher horseman, discover is not for the cowardly. The brightening Wolf Star is an 
omen of impending evil that might herald the beginning of the end of mankind on earth. It signifies Nin, a 
fearsome giant of a man who hopes to add Mensandor to his growing empire. Along with his merciless 
warlords, they are the fulfillment of a nightmarish prophecy. 
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The Sword and the Flame (Book 1 of The Dragon King trilogy) 8 
The Dragon King who rules the land of Mensandor is none other than Quentin, whose courage and heroism 
have slowly transformed him from an orphaned servant into a war hero, respected leader, and a fierce man 
of faith. But even the powerful can fall prey to weakness. The world is turned upside-down when the dark 
sorcerer Nimrood--long thought dead after a battle with the previous Dragon King--returns with a fearsome 
plan.  Shattered by the death of a dear and trusted friend, the abduction of his beloved son, and the loss of 
his enchanted sword, Quentin finds his faith tested like never before. 

Defoe, Daniel 
 Robinson Crusoe 6 
Who has not dreamed of life on an exotic isle, far away from civilization? Here is the novel which has 
inspired countless imitations by lesser writers, none of which equal the power and originality of Defoe's 
famous book. Robinson Crusoe, set ashore on an island after a terrible storm at sea, is forced to make do 
with only a knife, some tobacco, and a pipe. He learns how to build a canoe, make bread, and endure 
endless solitude. That is, until, twenty-four years later, when he confronts another human being. 
 
Dumas, Alexander 
 The Count of Monte Cristo 12 
Thrown in prison for a crime he has not committed, Edmond Dantes is confined to the grim fortress of If. 
There he learns of a great hoard of treasure hidden on the Isle of Monte Cristo and he becomes determined 
not only to escape, but also to unearth the treasure and use it to plot the destruction of the three men 
responsible for his incarceration. Dumas’ epic tale of suffering and retribution, inspired by a real-life case of 
wrongful imprisonment, was a huge popular success when it was first serialized in the 1840s. 

The Man in the Iron Mask 8 
The Man in the Iron Mask concludes the epic adventures of the three Muskateers, as Athos, Porthos, 
Aramis, and their friend D'Artagnan, once invincible, meet their destinies. In this final adventure, 
D’Artagnan remains in the service of the corrupt King Louis XIV after the Three Musketeers have retired 
and gone their separate ways. Meanwhile, a mysterious prisoner in an iron mask wastes away deep inside 
the Bastille. When the destinies of king and prisoner converge, the Three Musketeers and D’Artagnan find 
themselves caught between conflicting loyalties. 
 
Forester, C.S.  

Horatio Hornblower series  4 each 
1793, the eve of the Napoleonic Wars, and Midshipman Horatio Hornblower receives his first command 
...As a seventeen-year-old with a touch of sea sickness, young Horatio Hornblower hardly cuts a dash in His 
Majesty's navy. Yet from the moment he is ordered to board a French merchant ship in the Bay of Biscay 
and take command of crew and cargo, he proves his seafaring mettle on the waves. With a character-
forming duel, several chases and some strange tavern encounters, the young Hornblower is soon forged into 
a formidable man of the sea. 

Grahame, Kenneth 
 The Wind in the Willows 2 
Kenneth Grahame’s classic tale of the pleasures of country life and the dependability of good friends will 
never grow old. Impulsive dear Mole, rash Mr. Toad, reclusive Badger, and sensible Rat, are so happy just 
"messing around in boats." Read of the most treasured moments from THE WIND IN THE WILLOWS - 
Mole’s first enraptured row on the river, Toad’s irrepressible adventures in and out of automobiles, and 
many more.  
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Hope, Anthony 
 The Prisoner of Zenda 4  
Rudolf Rassendyll is the hero of Anthony Hope's fantastic novel, The Prisoner of Zenda. After leaving his 
lofty life in London, Rassendyll discovers adventure in Ruritania, where he happens to bear a remarkable 
resemblance to the local king, Rudolf Elphberg. However, on the eve of his coronation, Elphberg is 
abducted and Rassendyll is called upon to pose as a political decoy. Along the way, Rassendyll finds 
courage, love, and duty as he negotiates the many twisting plots of Elphberg's abductors. 
 Rupert of Hentzau 4  
Rupert of Hentzau, sequel to The Prisoner of Zenda, tells how Rupert (‘who feared neither man nor devil’) 
seeks to ruin Flavia’s reputation and wreak vengeance on Rudolf. Events accelerate to a dramatically violent 
climax. 
 
Kipling, Rudyard 
 The Jungle Book 4 
The tales in the book (and also those in The Second Jungle Book which followed in 1895, and which 
includes five further stories about Mowgli) are fables, using animals in an anthropomorphic manner to give 
moral lessons. The best-known of them are the three stories revolving around the adventures of an 
abandoned "man cub" Mowgli who is raised by wolves in the Indian jungle. The most famous of the other 
stories are probably "Rikki-Tikki-Tavi", the story of a heroic mongoose, and "Toomai of the Elephants", the 
tale of a young elephant-handler. 
 
London, Jack  
 White Fang 3 
The story takes place in Yukon Territory, Canada, during the 1890s Klondike Gold Rush and details White 
Fang's journey to domestication. It is a companion novel (and a thematic mirror) to London's best-known 
work, The Call of the Wild, which is about a kidnapped, domesticated dog embracing his wild ancestry to 
survive and thrive in the wild. Much of White Fang is written from the viewpoint of the titular canine 
character, enabling London to explore how animals view their world and how they view humans. White 
Fang examines the violent world of wild animals and the equally violent world of humans. 
 
Muir, John 
 Stickeen 3 
John Muir recounts how he and a dog named Stickeen struggled to cross an Alaskan glacier during an ice 
storm. An exhilarating story that has become an American classic. 
 
O’Dell, Scott 

Island of the Blue Dolphins 2 
This is the story of Karana, the Indian girl who lived alone for years on the Island of the Blue Dolphins. 
Year after year, she watched one season pass into another and waited for a ship to take her away. 

 
O’Hara, Mary 
 My Friend Flicka 2 
The first time that Ken McLaughlin sees Flicka galloping past him on his family's Wyoming horse ranch, he 
knows she's the yearling he's been longing for. But Flicka comes from a long line of wild horses, and taming 
her will take more than Ken could ever have imagined. Soon, Ken is faced with an impossible choice: give 
up on his beautiful horse, or risk his life to fight for her. 
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Porter, Gene Stratton 

Freckles 3 
Freckles is a one-handed, plucky waif of an orphan, who has been raised since infancy in a Chicago 
orphanage and yet speaks with a powerful Irish accent. He applies for a job guarding timber in the swamp, 
and is accepted despite his youth and the disability of his having only one hand. He insists that the name 
given him in the orphanage "is no more my name than it is yours." Freckles develops an interest in the 
wildlife of the swamp and in natural history, and falls in love with the Swamp Angel. The story's primary 
action involves his self-education, his loyalty to his employer, his growing love for the Angel (and hers for 
him) and his conviction that it's better and finer to deny his love than to court her "without knowledge of 
honorable birth." Though he is loved and admired by all he meets, he considers himself unworthy of the 
Angel because of his apparent bastardy and because his birth-parents seem to have abused him. Eventually 
he risks his life to save the Angel, and she goes on a quest to find his birthparents in order to ease his mind. 
 
Pyle, Howard 

Some Merry Adventures of Robin Hood 4 
IN MERRY ENGLAND in the time of old, when good King Henry the Second ruled the land, there lived 
within the green glades of Sherwood Forest, near Nottingham Town, a famous outlaw whose name was 
Robin Hood. No archer ever lived that could speed a gray goose shaft with such skill and cunning as his, nor 
were there ever such yeomen as the sevenscore merry men that roamed with him through the greenwood 
shades. Right merrily they dwelled within the depths of Sherwood Forest, suffering neither care nor want, 
but passing the time in merry games of archery or bouts of cudgel play, living upon the King's venison, 
washed down with draughts of ale of October brewing. Not only Robin himself but all the band were 
outlaws and dwelled apart from other men, yet they were beloved by the country people round about, for no 
one ever came to jolly Robin for help in time of need and went away again with an empty fist. 
 The Story of King Arthur and His Knights 4 
The legendary adventures of King Arthur, his Knights of the Table Round, and the court of Camelot come 
to life in a lively and accessible retelling by Howard Pyle. From the sword in the stone and the founding of 
Camelot to the famed Round Table and the Lake of Enchantment, the legend of King Arthur will never lose 
its magic. 
 Men of Iron 4 
Young Myles Falworth wins a reputation for courage and independence while still in training at the castle of 
the great Earl of Mackworth. But one day he discovers that his blind father had been condemned for treason 
and is still being hunted by a powerful enemy who is close to the King. To challenge the King's champion 
means certain death. Does he dare to risk ordeal by battle to win back his family's honor? 
 
Scott, Sir Walter 

Ivanhoe 9 
"Ivanhoe" (1819) was the first of Scott's novels to adopt a purely English subject and was also his first 
attempt to combine history and romance, which later influenced Victorian medievalism. Set at the time of 
the Norman Conquest, "Ivanhoe" returns from the Crusades to claim his inheritance and the love of Rowena 
and becomes involved in the struggle between Richard Coeur de Lion and his Norman brother John. The 
gripping narrative is structured by a series of conflicts: Saxon versus Norman, Christian versus Jew, men 
versus women, played out against Scott's unflinching moral realism. 
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Schaefer, Jack 
 Shane 3 
The Starrett family’s life forever changes when a man named Shane rides out of the great glowing West and 
up to their farm in 1889. Young Bob Starrett is entranced by this stoic stranger who brings a new energy to 
his family. Shane stays on as a farmhand, but his past remains a mystery. Many folks in their small 
Wyoming valley are suspicious of Shane, and make it known that he is not welcome. But dangerous as 
Shane may seem, he is a staunch friend to the Starretts—and when a powerful neighboring rancher tries to 
drive them out of their homestead, Shane becomes entangled in the deadly feud. 
 
Stevenson, Robert Louis 

The Black Arrow 6 
"The Black Arrow" is a tale comparable to Stevenson’s most famous works, the plot swiftly carried by 
thrilling suspense and narrow escapes. Set during the Middle Ages, Stevenson depicts the harsh conditions 
of life at that time, as well as the horrors of civil war, dealing in particular with the fifteenth-century War of 
the Roses. 
 Kidnapped 6 
Spirited, romantic, and full of danger, Kidnapped is Robert Louis Stevenson's classic of high adventure. 
Beloved by generations, it is the saga of David Balfour, a young heir whose greedy uncle connives to do 
him out of his inherited fortune and plots to have him seized and sold into slavery. But honor, loyalty, and 
courage are rewarded; the orphan and castaway survives kidnapping and shipwreck, is rescued by a 
daredevil of a rogue, and makes a thrilling escape to freedom across the wild highlands of Scotland. 

David Balfour 6 
David Balfour is the sequel to Kidnapped, and starts at the exact moment that Robert Louis Stevenson's 
more famous book ends - with Balfour in Edinburgh, standing cold and remorseful outside the offices of the 
British Linen Company. From there begins a rollicking series of adventures which sees our eponymous hero 
successively marooned on a remote island, traveling through Holland and France where he fights for his life 
with his old comrade Alan Breck, and finding time to fall in love with the spirited and beautiful Catriona, 
grand-daughter of the infamous 'Highland Rogue', Rob Roy. 

 
Tarkington, Booth 

Penrod 3 
Penrod is a collection of comic sketches by Booth Tarkington that was first published in 1914. The book 
follows the misadventures of Penrod Schofield, an eleven-year-old boy growing up in the pre-World War I 
Midwestern United States, in a similar vein to The Adventures of Tom Sawyer. 
 
Tolkien, J.R.R. 
 Farmer Giles of Ham 3 
Farmer Giles of Ham is a light-hearted satire for readers of all ages that tells the tale of a reluctant hero who 
must save his village from a dragon. It is a small gem of a tale that grows more delightful with each 
rereading. 
 
Verne, Jules  
 Around the World in 80 Days 6 
Phileas Fogg is a rich English gentleman living in solitude. Despite his wealth, Fogg lives a modest life with 
habits carried out with mathematical precision. Having dismissed his former valet, James Foster, for 
bringing him shaving water at 84 °F instead of 86 °F, Fogg hires a Frenchman by the name of Jean 
Passepartout as a replacement. At the Reform Club, Fogg gets involved in an argument over an article in 
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The Daily Telegraph stating that with the opening of a new railway section in India, it is now possible to 
travel around the world in 80 days. He accepts a wager for £20,000 (equal to about £1.6 million today) from 
his fellow club members, which he will receive if he makes it around the world in 80 days. Accompanied by 
Passepartout, he leaves London by train at 8:45 P.M. on Wednesday, October 2, 1872, and is due back at the 
Reform Club at the same time 80 days later, Saturday, December 21, 1872. 
 The Mysterious Island 6 
In The Mysterious Island a group of men escape imprisonment during the American Civil War by stealing a 
balloon. Blown across the world, they are air-wrecked on a remote desert island. In a manner reminiscent of 
Robinson Crusoe, the men apply their scientific knowledge and technical skill to exploit the island’s 
bountiful resources, eventually constructing a sophisticated society in miniature. The book is also an 
intriguing mystery story, for the island has a secret… 
 
Wilson, N.D.  
 Leepike Ridge 2 
Thomas Hammond has always lived next to Leepike Ridge, but he never imagined he might end up lost 
beneath it! The night Tom’s schoolteacher comes to dinner and asks Tom’s mother to marry him, Tom slips 
out of the house and escapes down a nearby stream on a floating slab of packing foam. The night and stars 
lull Tom to sleep, and when he wakes, he has ridden his foam raft all the way to the ridge, where the stream 
dives underground. Flung over rapids and tossed through chasms, Tom finally hits shore, sore but alive. 
What Tom finds under Leepike Ridge—a dog, a flashlight, a castaway, a tomb, and buried treasure—will 
answer questions he hadn’t known to ask, and change his life forever. Now, if only he can find his way 
home again. . . . 
 The Dragon’s Tooth 2 
For two years, Cyrus and Antigone Smith have run a sagging roadside motel with their older brother, 
Daniel. Nothing ever seems to happen. Then a strange old man with bone tattoos arrives, demanding a 
specific room. Less than 24 hours later, the old man is dead. The motel has burned, and Daniel is missing. 
And Cyrus and Antigone are kneeling in a crowded hall, swearing an oath to an order of explorers who have 
long served as caretakers of the world's secrets, keepers of powerful relics from lost civilizations, and jailers 
to unkillable criminals who have terrorized the world for millennia.  
 The Drowned Vault (Sequel to The Dragon’s Tooth) 2 
It's been almost a year since Cyrus and Antigone Smith earned their places as Journeymen at Ashtown, 
home of an ancient order of explorers that has long guarded the world's secrets and treasures. While their 
studies go well, Cy and Tigs are not well liked since losing the Dragon's Tooth to the nefarious Dr. Phoenix. 
The Tooth is the only object in the world capable of killing the long-lived transmortals, and Phoenix has 
been tracking them down one-by-one, and murdering them. 
The surviving transmortals, led by legendary warrior Gilgamesh of Uruk, descend on Ashtown in force, 
demanding justice. Cy and Tigs find themselves on the run in a desperate search to locate Phoenix and 
regain the Tooth. 
 
Wister, Owen 

The Virginian: a Horseman of the Plains 3 
The first of its kind, Wister’s The Virginian is a prototypical western novel that has inspired readers and 
authors for over a century. Detailing the exploits of a gunslinger known solely as the Virginian, Wister’s 
novel introduced readers to a number of western motifs that are taken for granted in western fiction today. 
This is a must-read for any fan of the western genre.  
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Gothic Literature 
Bronte, Emily 
 Wuthering Heights 5 
Considered lurid and shocking by mid-19th-century standards, Wuthering Heights was initially thought to 
be such a publishing risk that its author, Emily Brontë, was asked to pay some of the publication costs. A 
somber tale of consuming passions and vengeance played out against the lonely moors of northern England, 
the book proved to be one of the most enduring classics of English literature. 
The turbulent and tempestuous love story of Cathy and Heathcliff spans two generations — from the time 
Heathcliff, a strange, coarse young boy, is brought to live on the Earnshaws' windswept estate, through 
Cathy's marriage to Edgar Linton and Heathcliff's plans for revenge, to Cathy's death years later and the 
eventual union of the surviving Earnshaw and Linton heirs. 
 
Bronte, Charlotte 
 Jane Eyre 5 
Orphaned into the household of her Aunt Reed at Gateshead, subject to the cruel regime at Lowood charity 
school, Jane Eyre nonetheless emerges unbroken in spirit and integrity. She takes up the post of governess at 
Thornfield, falls in love with Mr. Rochester, and discovers the impediment to their lawful marriage in a 
story that transcends melodrama to portray a woman's passionate search for a wider and richer life than 
Victorian society traditionally allowed. 
 
Hawthorne, Nathaniel 
            The House of Seven Gables 5 
A gloomy New England mansion provides the setting for this classic exploration of ancestral guilt and its 
expiation through the love and goodwill of succeeding generations. Built over an unquiet grave, the House 
of the Seven Gables carries a dying man's curse that blights the lives of its residents for over two centuries. 
Now Judge Jaffrey Pyncheon, an iron-hearted hypocrite and intellectual heir to the mansion's unscrupulous 
founder, is attempting to railroad a pair of his elderly relatives out of the house. Only two young people 
stand in his way — a visiting country cousin and an enigmatic boarder skilled in mesmerism. 
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Mystery Novels 
 
Buchan, John 
 Greenmantle (sequel to Thirty-nine Steps) 3 
Greenmantle, written by Scottish author John Buchan, is the second of five novels featuring Richard 
Hannay. Greenmantle, which is set during World War I, is the sequel to The Thirty-Nine Steps, which has 
been adapted into many movies and a popular British television show.  

The Thirty Nine Steps 3 
In this fast-paced spy thriller, a self-described "ordinary fellow" stumbles upon a plot involving not only 
espionage and murder but also the future of Britain itself. Richard Hannay arrives in London on the eve of 
World War I, where he encounters an American agent seeking help in preventing a political assassination. 
Before long, Hannay finds himself in possession of a little black book that holds the key to the conspiracy 
— and on the run from both the police and members of a mysterious organization that will stop at nothing to 
keep their secrets hidden.   
 The Three Hostages 3 
Introduced by Christopher Hitchens, this is the fourth of the five Richard Hannay novels. After the war and 
newly knighted, Hannay is living peacefully in the Cotswolds with his wife Mary and son Peter John. 
Unfortunately, a day arrives when three separate visitors tell him of three children being held hostage by a 
secret kidnapper. All three seem to lead back to a man named Dominick Medina, a popular Member of 
Parliament. Hannay uncovers a dastardly plot involving hypnotism and the black arts, as well as the more 
earthly crimes of blackmail and profiteering. 
 
Chesterton, G.K. 
 The Wisdom of Father Brown 4 
Father Brown is an unlikely amateur detective. Short, stumpy, and angelic, he carries a huge umbrella and 
has a natural ability to intuit the solutions to criminal mysteries. The twelve tales in this book follow him 
through France, England, and Italy, as he gets caught up in cases involving everything from murder to 
treason. 
 
Doyle, Sir Arthur Conan 
 The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes 4 
Venture back in time to Victorian London to join literature's greatest detective team — the brilliant Sherlock 
Holmes and his devoted assistant, Dr. Watson — as they investigate a dozen of their best-known cases. 
Originally published in 1892, this is the first and best collection of stories about the legendary sleuth. 
 And other Holmes books 4 
 
Sayers, Dorothy 
 Clouds of Witness 4 
The fiancé of Lord Peter's sister, Mary, is found dead outside the conservatory of the Wimsey family's 
shooting lodge in Yorkshire. The evidence points to their older brother, Gerald, the Duke of Denver, who is 
charged with the murder and put on trial in the House of Lords. To clear the family name, Lord Peter and 
his close friend Inspector Charles Parker scour the lodge's grounds, finding several tantalizing clues, 
including mysterious footprints, a piece of jewelry, and a cat charm. What do these leads mean, and why are 
Mary and Gerald suddenly acting so mysterious? Unraveling a string of coincidences, Lord Peter is 
determined to solve this intriguing case. But will the answer save his brother . . . or condemn him? 
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 The Unpleasantness at the Bellona Club 4 
On November 11, ninety-year-old General Fentiman is found dead in an armchair at the Bellona Club. No 
one knows exactly when his death occurred—information essential in determining the recipient of a 
substantial inheritance. But that is only one of the mysteries vexing Lord Peter Wimsey. The aristocratic 
sleuth needs every bit of his amazing skills to discover why the proud officer's lapel was missing the 
requisite red poppy on Armistice Day, how the Bellona Club's telephone was fixed without a repairman, 
and, most puzzling of all, why the great man's knee swung freely when the rest of him was stiff with rigor 
mortis. 
 Busman’s Honeymoon 4 
Harriet and her love, Lord Peter, have finally tied the knot but begin their married life together on an 
expectedly sour note when a body is discovered in the cellar of their romantic country estate. 
 other Lord Peter Wimsey novels 4 

Twain, Mark 
 Pudd’nhead Wilson 6 
Switched at birth by a young slave woman attempting to protect her son from the horrors of slavery, a light-
skinned infant changes places with the master's white son. This simple premise is the basis of Pudd'nhead 
Wilson, a compelling drama that contains all the elements of a classic 19th-century mystery: reversed 
identities, a ghastly crime, an eccentric detective, and a tense courtroom scene. 
 

Short Stories 
 
Hawthorne, Nathanael 
            Twice-Told Tales 4 
Twice Told Tales is perhaps Hawthorne's most famous book of short stories. 
 
Henry, O. 
 The Best Short Stories of O. Henry 4 
The thirty-eight stories in this collection offer for the reader's delight those tales honored almost 
unanimously by anthologists and those that represent, in variety and balance, the best work of America's 
favorite storyteller. They are tales in his most mellow, humorous, and ironic moods. They give the full range 
and flavor of the man born William Sydney Porter but known throughout the world as O. Henry, one of the 
great masters of the short story. 
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Comedy 
Herriot, James 
 All Creatures Great and Small 4 
In All Creatures Great and Small, we meet the young Herriot as he takes up his calling and discovers that 
the realities of veterinary practice in rural Yorkshire are very different from the sterile setting of veterinary 
school. From caring for his patients in the depths of winter on the remotest homesteads to dealing with 
uncooperative owners and critically ill animals, Herriot discovers the wondrous variety and never-ending 
challenges of veterinary practice as his humor, compassion, and love of the animal world shine forth. 

All Things Wise and Wonderful 4 
In the midst of World War II, James is training for the Royal Air Force, while going home to Yorkshire 
whenever possible to see his very pregnant wife, Helen. Musing on past adventures through the dales, 
visiting with old friends, and introducing scores of new and amusing character--animal and human alike--
Herriot enthralls with his uncanny ability to spin a most engaging and heartfelt yarn. 
 The Lord God Made Them All 4 
It is just after World War II, and James has returned from the Royal Air Force to do battle with the diseases 
and injuries that befall the farm animals and pets of Skeldale and the surrounding moors. Four-year-old 
Jimmy Herriot, Humphrey Cobb and his little beagle Myrtle, Norman the book-loving veterinary assistant, 
and many more new faces join old favorites among the green hills of Yorkshire, as James takes an 
unforgettable voyage to Russia on a freighter with 383 pedigreed sheep. Touching our hearts with laughter 
and wisdom, lifting our spirits with compassion and goodness, James Herriot never fails to delight. 
 Every Living Thing 4 
This fifth and final of James Herriot's heartwarming story collections brings back familiar friends (including 
old favorites such as Tricki Woo) and introduces new ones, including Herriot's children Rosie and Jimmy 
and the marvelously eccentric vet Calum Buchanan. Herriot's last memoir, Every Living Thing is a truly 
heartwarming read, bursting full of his deep joy in life, sense of humor, and appreciation of the world 
around him. 
 
Wodehouse, P.J. 
 Any of the Jeeves series 3 
P. G. Wodehouse is one of the outstanding comic novelists of all time, is best remembered as the creator of 
of Jeeves - stately butler extraordinaire, peerless "gentlemen's personal gentlemen" - and his young 
employeer Bertie Wooster. 
 
. 
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“Do Something” Books 
 
Bible, The  
 40 chapters = 1 point 
 
Bridges, Jerry 
 The Pursuit of Holiness 4 
“Be holy, for I am holy,” commands God. But holiness is something that is often missed in the Christian’s 
daily life. According to Navigator author Jerry Bridges, that’s because we’re not exactly sure what our part 
in holiness is. In The Pursuit of Holiness, he helps us see clearly just what we should rely on God to do—
and what we should take responsibility for ourselves. As you deepen your relationship with God, learn more 
about His character, and understand the Holy Spirit’s role in holiness, your spiritual growth will mature. 
 and others 4 
 
Harris, Alex and Brett 
 Do Hard Things: A Teenage Rebellion against Low Expectations 2 
A generation stands on the brink of a "rebelution." A growing movement of young people is rebelling 
against the low expectations of today's culture by choosing to "do hard things" for the glory of God.  And 
Alex and Brett Harris are leading the charge. Combating the idea of adolescence as a vacation from 
responsibility, the authors weave together biblical insights, history, and modern examples to redefine the 
teen years as the launching pad of life. Then they map out five powerful ways teens can respond for 
personal and social change. Written by teens for teens, Do Hard Things is packed with humorous personal 
anecdotes, practical examples, and stories of real-life rebelutionaries in action. This rallying cry from the 
heart of an already-happening teen revolution challenges a generation to lay claim to a brighter future, 
starting today. 
 
McDowell, Josh 
 More Than a Carpenter 4 
Josh McDowell is now joined by his son Sean as they examine the evidence about Jesus. Is he really the 
Lord he claimed to be? How can we know for sure? More than a Carpenter offers arguments for faith from 
a skeptic turned believer. Since its original publication in 1977, this modern classic has sold over 15 million 
copies, been translated into dozens of languages, and introduced countless people to the real Jesus. 
 
McGee, Robert S. 
 The Search for Significance 4 
Robert McGee's best-selling book has helped millions of readers learn how to be free to enjoy Christ's love 
while no longer basing their self-worth on their accomplishments or the opinions of others. In fact, Billy 
Graham said that it was a book that "should be read by every Christian." 
 
Chambers, Oswald 
 My Utmost for His Highest 4 
Where can readers turn to deepen their love and understanding of God? In the bestselling devotional My 
Utmost for His Highest, author Oswald Chambers offers inspiring thoughts that have encouraged millions of 
readers for many years.   


